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FACE OF ODISHA

l/ NAVEEN PATNAIK

An established politician, a dynamic leader, lauded as an
efficient and honest administrator - the supremo of the
State, Naveen Patnaik is the current Chief Minister of the
land of Lord Jagannath, Odisha. His gentle mannerism,
firm stand against corruption and upliftment of poor
policies have made him the favourite man of the masses
and helped swell his huge support base in every section of
society in Odisha, which has voted him to power in the last
four consecutive terms.

Naveen Patnaik is the son of Late Biju Patnaik, former
Chief Minister of Odisha. Despite being from an illustrious
and affluent political family, he had for the most part of his
early life remained away from politics. And destiny drew
him into politics after the demise of his legendary father
Biju Patnaik. In 1997 he started his political carrier and
founded the Biju Janata Dal, named after his legendary
father, Biju Patnaik.

Naveen Patnaik holds the prominence of being the
longest-serving chief minister after independence, owing
to his people-centric policies. His efforts in making the
state visible on the world map have contributed to his
popularity as a leader who works for them and makes
the state move ahead with growth and sustainable
development.

Odisha, being a cyclone-prone state, has witnessed many
disasters caused due to severe cyclones. Due to Naveen
Patnaik’s proactive initiatives to overcome the disasters,
a mechanism was set up - the Odisha state disaster
management authority (OSDMA), the first institution

)

of its kind in the country, and the specialized unit — the
Odisha disaster rapid action force (ODRAF), five years
before the NDRF. Interestingly UN felicitated Odisha for
its disaster management model during Phaelin that saved
the lives of millions and ensured ‘Zero Casualty’.

To eradicate poverty, boost the shared prosperity of the
state, motivate to empower the farmers of the state and
development of agriculture, and ensure food security in
Odisha, Naveen Patnaik has implemented the “Krushak
Assistance for Livelihood and Income Augmentation”
(KALIA) scheme, again a first of its kind initiative.

Under the leadership of Naveen Patnaik, the sport of
Hockey got its recognition in the world map. Odisha has
sponsored and hosted the Hockey World Cup and became
the Hockey Hub.

To boost the industries in Odisha, Naveen Patnaik had
taken giant steps through ‘Make in Odisha Conclave’
and attracted lakhs of crores rupees to Odisha which has
ultimately improved the socio-economic lifestyle of Odia
people who were once considered poor.

Naveen Patnaik spearheaded the promotion of Women’s
Self-Help Groups (WSHGs) under the aegis of the ‘Mission
Shakti’ program for empowering women to take up various
socio-economic activities. Nearly 70 lakh women have
been organized to develop their skills to earn a livelihood
for the family, again a flagship program of Mr. Patnaik’s
administration. Further, for his historic implementation
of 33% reservation for women in the electoral system in

Odisha assembly as well as for parliament election, Mr.
Patnaik got applause from the United Nations.

Shree Jagannatha Heritage Corridor (SJHC) or the Shree
Mandira Parikrama Project was an ambitious pilgrimage
and tourism potential project to create an international
heritage site. A 75m circle around the shrine has been
cleared of buildings, and the holy site is now visible from
far away was accomplish. Naveen Patnaik has taken this
initiative forward to other religious places of importance
in Odisha which touches the spiritual cord of the people
of Odisha.

From planning to action, prudent financial management
over the years, The Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana (BSKY),
the smart health card scheme, and Slum-free cities, were
the initiatives that Naveen Patnaik can be reckoned with.

A Person with sharp Vision and prompt Action has
achieved many ‘Firsts’, and laurels for every initiative, and
has created a niche position for himself globally. Odisha
bows down to this legend who has touched the hearts
& minds of many and made a difference in the lives of
the people and transformed the state into a place for
abundant growth and prosperity.
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PREFACE

Odisha is one of the fastest growing states of India.
The State of Odisha, under the visionary leadership
of Mr Naveen Patnaik , Chief Minister, Government
of Odisha has taken a number of steps to address the
adverse effects of climate change.

Odisha was a pioneer state in implementing

Dr. Deepak-Kumar Sahu
" Editor-in-Chief
VARINDIA & Group Of Publications

potentials across sectors in terms of natural resources,
connectivity & infrastructure, skilled workforce, start-
ups, mining & agriculture, chemicals & petrochemicals
industry etc.

Odishaisamajorforceinthefield of miningand mineral-
based industries. The conclave provided a platform

international best practices in public finance

management and the state government is providing

complete budget information in user-friendly formats. Odisha’s tourism
and hospitality sectors have a huge potential to generate employment and
contribute to the state economy.

‘Mo Sarkar’ initiative has helped create a new model of governance in the
state . Mo Sarkar is a feedback based-governance model as part of which
the Chief Minister, ministers and senior officials seek the feedback of people
directly over phone about the kind of services they receive from various
government offices. Based on their feedback, the state government takes
the necessary steps to improve its service delivery system. The Mo Sarkar
initiative gave a new model to the administrative system.

The recently organised Make In Odisha Conclave ’22 was a flagship investor
summit of the Government of Odisha. The state organised the marquee
event at Bhubaneswar from November 30 to December 04, 2022. The
summit was organized to further strengthen Odisha’s untapped business

that would not only boost the start-up ecosystem but

also enhance the contribution of various sectors such
as Agritech, Food & beverages, healthcare, manufacturing and non-IT start-
ups towards the economic growth of the State. The state’s inclusive policies
aim to attract investors and start-ups from across the country and abroad to
consider Odisha as their preferred business destination.

The state’s citizen centric governance model has set global benchmarks.
Initiatives like the 5T charter has given dignity and respect to the people
of Odisha. The state has created quality education through high schools’
transformation, world class higher educational institutions, Skilled in Odisha
program the World Skills Centre, providing quality affordable health care
systems will enable social capital and support the industries with highly
qualified human resources.

Odisha is a rich state in the country, destined to become a trillion-dollar
economy.

11
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AMITER 64 GIF 6@6RAAIF KLTR AN GRAR FQYS UG UG AL 6QHA6R|
24IR QYI9geq A8 9q2en,2Idiél 6 94 a8 daglen 98 2gas aQelsa|
CIFQ 6060910l 986 KFAUR U9 SIFR APLG AUTC AR 2PET I_°
ARUIRY 63099 LR BN FINIER [ITY RSIg 6996 FRYER |

Sl6NFa BRIA LBYACR RFILE @RS BIBQ AR IR IF I 62Re GING
QIR LRGN UERI ARIFER 2CAANAAFE ARIEA APETTR Q& LI
Q3G Q66 9@ QEQ U6 6908T |

@64l ZIPEATS 5RLe G2l Q6T CIBR AL gFIR IF 6RIRNIGIER AGL.
2P6aR 19 QIS NS GIEY QI0Ygel AULR SRl6R| 69§16 40 oF MR
2CATRER FERE | YRR HKY, 26T, BRTT, AN QRS 99° F9F g
SRIS QT6Q 2690 JIR R6AI 8R,H16Q 16N Ao 62RRR YT IR IR
gaIfea MITRE SIea 981 69 G419 @98 69 AR 75% IGY AAAY g9 Y
ARYIY 99° K19068R 986 20Q JRAR QAIQIF 6999 FIRI 26 6QURARS |

@66 622 QELYITT BN TSR IR PSR ¥8° IR FFFLRA 2RYRNEAE
99°6RIRE FISRE6R 82l RINER 69960 A6FIRG JRING 697 I65CRE! 4L
gaIf SRS QLR ORE | 94 69 FI6MYAR_6JATVER FICLICTRIYD LIREAT
RT6ST JoY KO8R | 92l SleAETEFIEMIE A ICAULIHILITRIR, 2IPeRs,
2qiR, AL Q@GR F9Y 990 FIRCHIERTIRIR AYICYLRR QYLERI Sl
936 699I9aR A6FIRT ARIR FJRY I FARI I9° AYFR 2R 2AQANIE 99
FRl8 SRS YT gIIR AU QLR | 908 FIRCTILITRIR, 9IS AL FRG
9@ 2990 RN J5TE K9Sl YT ale1 QNIGS | 0I8q JERa IE gald

QIg 21T 25l §g69 9@ g2l 990 69R8R |

2IPEEQ, QOGS 99° BG4l g6 SIaq 6961 ABYS 9E°dRILl SIRQ QU 9e° R
galgq 599 @Gl din WIa 22 elf F1Aq g9, AP BLHIA 9@ AgH SUBQ
Q6T AEARIR AR ARG |

FIBR AR GEIN AT
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PEOPLE

As a child he keenly observed his grandfather making medicines from herbs.
He moved around, smelt, touched and experienced those herbal products. His
grandfather, Pandit Kaviraj Jadunath was central in igniting his interest and works
in Ayurveda and other alternative herbal medicinal systems.

Dr Abhay Kumar Pati, born and bred in Basantapur, Balasore district, had taken

a giant step towards spreading the importance of Ayurveda among Americans,

through his international journal entitled, Health World. Dr. Abhay Kumar Pati, an
Ayurvedic physician as well as entrepreneur, studied both Ayurvedic and Western
integrated medicines in Kolkata. He has been living in the USA for over the past

40 years. Dr. Pati is an author of over half a dozen books on nutrition, Ayurveda, 1
herbs, medicinal plants and alternative health sciences. He believes that 75 % of our

health problems can be cured and prevented with the right nutritional supplements
alongside improved eating habits and lifestyles.

As an Oriya entrepreneur, Dr. Pati’s focus is on the modernization of the Ayurvedic
and herbal industries to bring about the best in them into people’s lives as well as
markets. Thus, he founded Biotechayur Pvt Limited at his native place of Sergarh,
Balasore. It is a biotechnology-based biopharmaceutical, a manufacturer of
Ayurvedic, herbal, medicinal plant extracts and phytochemical products, for realizing
their best market values and reaping their fruits in Research and Development. It is
dedicated to establishing itself as a pioneer in preparing new phytoceuticals.

His love for Ayurveda, India and Odisha is highly commendable. To recognize his
efforts and original ventures, VARINDIA is proud to address him as a bright pearlin
the Crown Jewels of Odisha.

DR. ABHAY KUMAR PATI

DOCTOR
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gewl 998 @9 99aQ RIS dAnAS 6295 2F BYEI IR AURYER ,AFT QUAG
G2l GAISIR 55 & 6Q4IR 30,000 Q AR KILVIIF FEIC FA LT AR 6297
99 @RQ9 QY g6E, 99° K66 Q4B IT 9g 6949l fLIT IR A AEARUN |
QETM AR E6Q &G AR AR AR FIFSI6R Qae 8 62I6IR, 70,0009
e RILRILIR AR dFIERS @190 986 Ie 9oJe WAl 6dITInSl I8 6319
@dgel 96€ 7GR 66601 9IRl 606 69in ANIFITG 81 6691 R 76 @199q
Qgql @960RYSl & F2Ie Q18q & MY 64 64149 Tl ARIQ 986 6291 Q50
gee - 6 T Qol6a GRa ATgaa gAdg agd @Q Gaa dag 964 gaIdie
FoRE |

4@ 2AARINE Q4BY 62088 F1 AFYS AT g1 AIFIS 698 AR F°9R IR
crRIEQ Qo6m, DY 216 A7 2R G2l ALY GH GFUIQ 2SS DI 6LIR6M,
QaC 69 ARIRRQ §lIQY, SR 99° QELIR AYYS CIIIF AR 2°0d @RZ6R | 62 W64
2RITR QISEA FRQ AL K198 2N FRRj6M I9° U469 64 KIIT, KISS 1918 9
geqe 9oV 2198 @RQI6Q A0 621R8T| FI8 A6 A6R I5° 692/6Q AR
2GR 515 AR -92 F19 986 6121913 95H 902Sl AR Fea Aeey aIdY6dR!
ARRIR, 99° AIFQE 64Ig 7R IR AAG FF6R Y9G TACA JFY KRS |

S0e QIe1% G2l 2LEHSIB 2°YIR 9YS! 9 AFIRG P ATSF S0 AR
gele FAIIRR 99° QINSS 6964168 FYRAURLR 99 GRY gRS UTER MAR
9] AT 69RE6R Sl AIFl O8RS 6TRE | K68 S4B, DI ARIKE UBR FFFIOIR
A0e8 GO 99 99 6a526M,SIg AIFIA 9 2 69 26aR 9 FRG IARER
Q0Q1 926Q AFFIT N6R AIFRT |

BRI IR GRIFRIFY QUBRG I0 RE2 GI9 FIAG QIR AP G ASEH AFIRS
FRI6R TS 2GRS FRE |

@38 2SS A
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In astate like Odisha which is talent rich but resource hungry, providing professional
education to over 30,000 students from all over India and 55 other countries across
the globe, is an arduous task. Uplifting the lives of tribal indigenous children by
providing them free education, providing a safe home alongside a life of dignity for
over 70,000 students is not a small feat. : - __ -

=

The man who once resolved “without being learned, just acting upon my sixth
sense, I have dedicated my life to educate the children. No child should be deprived
of education — that’s the objective of my life.” —lived up to his words by dedicating
an indefatigable effort in this direction.

This extraordinary figure is Mr Achyuta Samanta.

Mr Achyuta Samanta was not among those privileged children who are blessed
with endless care and comfort, rather he spent his childhood struggling for food,
education and proper means of survival. Leading a unique and unparalleled life Mr
Samanta started his career as an academician, and later he was able to establish the
most prestigious institutes namely KIIT, KISS which established their own identity.
With a belief that education empowers and has a power to transform, he developed
his institutes into world class organisations with global repute and outreach.

Honoured with the membership of various national and international bodies Mr
Samanta has been conferred various awards and got his name registered in the
Limca Book of Records as the Youngest Chancellor of Any University in India.

A single man who dreamt of a vision far beyond anyone’s imagination, continues
to transform several young lives.

We at VARINDIA are proud to feature him as a precious jewel in the Crown Jewels
of Odisha.

ﬂ'ransforming young (ives to Oream 6ig

DR. ACHYUTA SAMANTA

EDUCATIONIST

Jewels of Odisha
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g1 A28 21956 9eld FRIFR F0G 68869 AIY FARE 99° G191 RETSUG A
Tal6AQIR SQG (TIFR) 69 861G 2B I9° ILEER AN 8361 989
9RTI6Rq FUILRIN MIEIIEAETIA (GNFIR), 26FARF 9G° CERN, 68609169
@8 dNE AR2RIR 98] QIR FART |

@R F12I8 Fug °d096R AR ARNFRRR dIFER ALYTC 6LRRS | 64
QINGIE QISR 2°a (ARTY) 68 ARIKE AR ALEH 699 F6M 18°
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RE/GIY AT AGRe UGl SRIRER F6EER, BARC 9 d9ld S8Ie 6alIF 69
Qeada @Ie6a QldY aBRl6m| 69 ¢R2Q CERN AIRdre 21621897 621988 |

G9A F1ZIE AASIA TGIITRIGT ARG TR A6 FEY 2GS, I9° AAGIL AIBIE
SRS IQI6LA1 I8Q JS 6FRIRS gRAUD G2l ARFI¢ 5B FRITR 6210 QIS FRIG
96° ggaaQyl gagia 6a gaggd d4Ie 8 galiass dAIRe 6TInaT |

Q19 R&2 9210 965 AT FINT GIN, AP BEE 69 AacIg FRIFR € e
QURYY AFIRG K9 984G |
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PEOPLE

Odisha is a land of abundant scientists who have made the state proud in the field
of innovations, discoveries and touching new heights in different spheres around
the globe. He is one of the personalities who has reached the highest post of the
India’s premier organisations. This Scientist from Odisha has been placed in the top

achievers list globally. He has gone a long way from being a graduate from BARC

training school to be placed as the Director of BARC.

He is Dr Ajit Kumar Mohanty, a distinguished Scientist. Born in Odisha and
completed his Master’s degree in Physics from Ravenshaw College. Ever since he
shifted to BARC, he dreamt of establishing himself as one of the most famous stars
in the world of nuclear science. He proved himself as one of the prominent nuclear
Physicist.

Dr Mohanty worked in several areas of Nuclear physics and covered various theories
and functions at Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR), and has done few
experiments at Brookhaven National Laboratory (BNL), USA and CERN, Geneva.

Dr. Mohanty held several honorary positions at various organizations. He served the
Indian Physics Association (IPA) as General Secretary and later held the position
of President. He had been the Spokesperson for India-CMS collaboration, Director,
Saha Institute of Nuclear Physics, and Director, Physics Group, BARC. He has twice
been the CERN Scientific Associate.

Dr. Mohanty is a recipient of the Young Physicist Award from the Indian Physical
Society (1988), the Indian National Science Academy Young Scientist Award (1991)

and the Homi Bhabha Science and Technology Award of the Department of Atomic
Energy (2001).

VARINDIA is proud to honour a great personality in Nuclear Science in its exclusive
campaign The Crown Jewels of Odisha.

Nuclear science in his nucleus

DR. AJIT KUMAR MOHANTY

SCIENTIST

Jewels of Odisha
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He is a famous Indian politician, lawyer, management consultant, economist,
educationist, social worker, and Member of Parliament from Odisha. Before entering
politics, he had a long, remarkable career as a Comptroller and Auditor General of
India (CAG) official, being instrumental in detecting much discussed scams like the
fodder scam in Bihar and that of the Letter of Credit, Assam. While he worked with
the United Nations and World Bank on global audit assignments, he was also the
team leader of India’s audit mission to many countries.

He is Amar Patnaik, an astute administrator, highly skilled researcher and a globally
working leader, and attracted much discussion for voluntarily retiring nine years
before completion of his service and joining politics, to serve the people in a different
way.

As a Rajya Sabha member, he is Odisha’s voice in the Parliament and has been
a part of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Finance, and a member of
Parliamentary Consultative Committee on Environment and Climate Change.

Mr Patnaik’s educational journey covered St. Stephen’s College, Delhi; St. Xaviers

Institute of Management, Bhubaneswar; Wharton School of the University of
Pennsylvania, USA; and, Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, Singapore; besides John
F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. He has high command
over English, Hindi, Oria and Bengali.

He has worked with slum children and developed unique e-auto ambulances, for
easier access of the people of the Sundargarh interiors to the nearest health points.

He also promoted a trust in Odisha to implement and execute his ideas for the
downtrodden, from grants and donations received from companies under their CSR DR. AMAR PATNAIK
funds as well as from private philanthropists.

VARINDIA is proud to behold him as an essential jewel on Crown Jewels of Odisha.
P ) POLITICIAN

Man of action with inte((ectual wisdom Jewels of Odisha
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Nothing matched the techniques, choreography and sensitivity of her performance
which held back her audience to their seats. She is a gifted Odissi dancer, excelling
in the ‘abhinaya’ aspect of it. She has contributed greatly to internationalize Odissi
bothinIndiaand abroad. Consequently, sheis closely associated with several cultural
institutions abroad including, in Canada, Holland, Japan, France, and the USA, with
the objective of professionally training artists alongside internationalizing Odissi.

She is Aruna Mohanty, born into an erudite family, she followed her father’s foot
prints, awriterand atheatre person. While listening to music and gaining inspiration,
she carved out her own artistic vocation.

Guru Aruna Mohanty is globally acclaimed not only as an Odissi performer but
also as an innovative choreographer and master educator. Her Guru Gangadhar
Pradhan was her guiding force in this journey. She recalls her Guru’s words, “Dance
is visual art and fitness is mandatory’- by which she abides till date.

Now that Odissi has successfully spread across the globe, Ms Mohanty is at her best
in popularizing the Odia traditions, lifestyle, literature and music. She has been a
visiting scholar at several universities of America, such as the University of California,
University of South Carolina and Cornell University.

Along with various prestigious awards, she was presented with the Central Sangeet
Natak Akademi Award, Mahari Award, Guru Pankaj Charan Research Foundation
Bharat Bhavan Award, conferred upon the recipient by the President of India. She
also received the Padma Shri, the fourth civilian award in the year 2016-2017.

VARINDIA takes pride in featuring this culturally affluent Odissi icon in its Crown ARUNA MOHANTY

Jewels of Odisha special edition.
ODISSI PERFORMER

Her Odissi says what words cannot Jewels of Odisha
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He is that brave heart who served his country during his tenure with great valour
and mettle as an armyman. A benevolent son of Odisha, this man took his vow to
serve the nation and was appointed as the 42nd Vice Chief of the army staff, the
second highest place in the Indian Army, after the Chief of Army staff. He is the first
Odia officer to be appointed in such an important and prestigious post.

He is Lieutenant General Chandi Prasad Mohanty. He was commissioned a second
lieutenant in the Rajput Regiment in June 1982. Along with the completion of
several significant assignments at different levels, he has commanded battalions in
both Jammu and Kashmir and in Northeast India.

He has heldstaff appointmentsin anarmouredbrigade andin the military secretariat.
He also commanded a UN multi-national brigade in the Democratic Republic of
Congo and has served as a military advisor to the Seychelles government. He was
active in the counter-insurgency operations in Assam and had led a multinational
UN brigade to diffuse the bloodiest civil war in Congo.

He has also commanded a mountain brigade along the India-China border and a
mountain division in Assam in 2014.

His dedicated and extraordinary service to the Indian Army decorated him with
abundant medals like Param Vishisht Seva Medal (PVSM), Ati Vishist Seva Medal
(AVSM), Sena Medal and Vishisht Seva Medal, and many more.

Here is a small token of honour to the lesser-known pride of Odisha, by featuring
him in VARINDIA'’s Crown Jewels of Odisha campaign.

CHANDI PRASAD MOHANTY
FORMER VICE CHIEF OF THE
ARMY STAFF OF INDIA

A commendable chief rejoicing wor(d peace jewels of Odisha 23
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Hailing from a tribal hilly village surrouded by forests, this man was not intrigued
easily by power, position or recognition. Driven by a strong will to make water
available in his village, this 70 years old man craved out a 3 kilometre long canal
from a mountain stream to water his and his neighbouring fields. His efforts soon
paid off and now waters about 100 acres of land around his village.

—

He is Daitari Naik, a simple and a hardworking farmer, who belongs to a community
of forest dwellers depending on cultivation as a means of livelihood.

Many villages in this tribal dominated Banspal block of Keonjhar District mostly
depend on rain water for cultivation and use dirty water from stream and pond for
drinking. Several check dams were constructed in different streams in these areas
but they soon went dry. Daitari took it upon himself to bring water to their rocky
terrain and brought in his community members to dig the canal with just hoes and
digging bars. After four years of their hard work, the village no longer faces any kind
of water shortage now. People around Baitarani village are also not dependent on
any other water sources.

Mr Daitari is now an inspiration to the nearby villages. He soon set a good example
for them, resulting in the nearby villages putting in efforts to get natural water from
streams. For his exemplary work, Mr Daitari was conferred with the fourth highest
civilian honour — Padma Shri.

ThisMan popularly got recognized as the Mountain Man of Odisha for his unwavering
willpower towards the betterment of his community. He is also often called the
Canal Man of Odisha.

VARINDIA salutes his willpower and love for community by conferring him The
Crown Jewels of Odisha title.

A silent revolutionary

DAITARI NAIK

FARMER, SOCIAL WORKER

Jewels of Odisha
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Sometimes even the slightest change can bring a big difference in our lives. Playing
hockey since the age of 12, her potential in the sport led her to become one of
the biggest hockey stars of the Indian women hockey team. She is a two times
Olympian, a one time Commonwealth Games and two times Asian Games player.
She is now the vice captain of Indian Women'’s hockey team.

—

Sheis Deep Grace Ekka.In 2011, Deep Grace Ekka made her first senior international
debut at Under-18 Asia Cup held in Bangkok. In her first tournament, India won the
Bronze medal and was promoted to the senior team in the same year.

Fighting all odds of criticism, she never lost hope; rather her dedication and passion
for the sport grew stronger. Her never give-up attitude and consistent performance
proved for her as the strong wallin the Indian Team’s defence. The most experienced
Defender, Deep Grace Ekka achieved the milestone of completing 150 International
Caps for India. She is the part of the Indian team who has created many different
milestones by achieving many ‘Firsts’ in the successful journey of Indian hockey.

Her devotion, dedication and love for hockey is the secret of her success. She has
numerous international and national eye catching performances and is highly
acclaimed by the famous hockey critics and coaches worldwide. Deepis an inspiration
to thousands of hockey players.

Along with various awards, she is the proud winner of the Arjun Award, the second
highest sporting honour of India, for her outstanding performance. VARINDIA is
very happy to recognise this sports star as the Crown Jewel of Odisha, in its special
edition.

A deep grace to the [ndian Hockey

38 MU,

DEEP GRACE EKKA

SPORTS PESRON

Jewels of Odisha
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Born into a political environment, politics became his life blood. Since early youth
he inherited a strong political acumen inculcating all qualities of a leader. While a
higher secondary student he became an A.B.V.P. activist. His organisational and
management skills, public interaction and dealing with various crises only egged

him on towards various political feats. His public interactions and negotiating skills

proved fundamental in his political career. A three times MP and one-time MLA, this
renowned leader held important portfolios in the central government.

Son of the great leader and activist, former union Minister Debendra Pradhan, Mr.
Dharmendra Pradhan was born in Talcher, a small city in Odisha. The A.B.V.P. wing in
Talcher College set the path for his political career. A postgraduate in Anthropology,
MrPradhan was conferred the Best Legislator Award and the Utkalmani Gopabandhu
Pratibha Samman in 2002-03, and the Odisha Citizens’ Award in 2013.

Mr. Pradhan has been the longest serving Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas
in the history of Indian politics. As the Union Petroleum Minister, he has been
instrumental in architecting several progressive reforms and initiatives, which have
been materialized into practice. He is accredited with the success of Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana also known as “Ujjwala Man”, which provided LPG connection to
over 8 million women from the below poverty line (BPL) category. His strides towards
ending energy poverty was highly acclaimed by the International Energy Agency.
His key decisions in the hydrocarbon sector have been phenomenal towards the
exploration and production of all forms of hydrocarbons, achieving substantial
investments and generating sizable employment.

His dedication to and ardent passion for work set him apart from others. Today he
is a popular circulating figure in all political discussions of importance. He is a man
dedicated to his ideas. VARINDIA proudly confers upon him the title of a Crown
Jewels of Odisha.

DHARMENDRA PRADHAN

POLITICIAN

uijwa(a Man- ﬂ'ouCﬁing Mi((iOhS Of (ives Jewels of Odisha
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The mineral-rich Sundargarh is also rich in hockey talent. It produced the man
who came to bear the title of ‘Wall of Indian Hockey’. Odisha takes pride to
have developed a field hockey star who is the first & only such player from India
to have played more than 400 international matches. Known for having played

predominantly as a full-back, he is best recognized for his penalty corner-kick. He

was the captain in the Indian hockey team, winning a gold medal in the 2003 Afro-
Asian Games, Hyderabad. He has represented India in 3 Olympic Games & was
Captain of the Indian Hockey Team at the 2004 Summer Olympics at Athens.

He is the icon and idol of hockey lovers across the globe, he is none other than Dilip
Tirkey. He has several sports achievements to his credit. Tirkey proved his mettle at
a young age, by helping India win at the Under-21 Challengers Cup Tournament of
1997, Poland. He won India a gold medal at the 1998 Asian Games, Bangkok. In
the same year, he was bestowed with the ONGC-Hockey Year Book Award. Not only
does his connection with hockey need no introduction, but also his implementation
of it into the service of those who need it most. He developed the Dilip Tirkey
Sports Research Development Foundation, and it has organized one of the largest
hockey tournaments in the world. Here, the tribals of Odisha, Jharkhand, and
Chhattisgarh comprised over 22,000 players, and 1,500 teams from 900 villages,
hitting the Guinness world record. The objective of the tournament was to spread
an environment of sports in the Naxal-infested regions and ensure that the tribal
youth pick up hockey sticks instead of guns.

He is the first ever tribal to have received the prestigious Padma Shri award.

VARINDIA boasts of him as a prominent Crown Jewels of Odisha.

Odisha’s jewel Wor(d's Icon

DILIP TIRKEY

SPORTS PERSON

Jewels of Odisha
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He is strong but calm, powerful but innocent. He believes in the philosophy : “Never
count drops..droplets make drops, drops make rivulets and rivulets makes ocean.
So keep contributing ”. His every judgement as the head of the apex court proved
phenomenal. His verdict touched the heart of every Indian in the most discussed
2012 Delhi Gang rape and murder “ The Nirbhaya case”. The man dared to reject
the Mumbai serial blasts convict Yakub Memon’s appeal to stop his execution
despite getting the written threat “irrespective of the protection you may avail, we
will eliminate you.”

He is Justice Dipak Misra, the 45th Chief Justice of India. After enrolling himself in
the Odisha bar association, he practiced in the Odisha High Court and the Service
Tribunal related to Constitutional, Civil, and Criminal, Revenue, Service and Sales Tax
matters. During The journy from Odisha High Court to The highest ranking officer
of the Indian Judiciary that is Chief Justice of India, Mr Justice Dipak Misra has led
several benches, authored many important verdicts and landmark judgements.

Legislation runs in his family genes since generations. As a realistic idealist, he
believed the Indian judiciary to be the most robust in the world. To the critics of the
Indian judiciary, Dipak Misra’s strong reply was, “to criticise, attack and destroy a
system is quite easy” but “what is difficult and challenging is to transform it into a
performing one”.

He is a man of deeds, not words. He is an inspiration to thousands of ambitious
advocates for his philosophy of ‘Work hard in silence and utmost sincerity.” Odisha
is proud to have such a daring, open hearted individual who has contributed to
Indian Judiciary with his various landmark recitations.

DIPAK MISHRA

VARINDIA feels honoured to place him in its unique collection, Crown Jewels of
Odisha.

Si(eht DQQOS'BO(O VeraiCts Jewels of Odisha ~ 33
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Another name of Odisha is Jagannath Dham, a pilgrimage site for devotees from
across the world. As per the Hindu mythology, Utkal (now Odisha) was under the
direct control of the Divine Lord Vishnu or Jagannath. The ruler of Puri, the Gajapati,
maintains till date the legacy of holding a most prominent position in connection to
lord Jagannath, in the form of his chief servitor. The spiritual King still performs the
traditional duties and rituals of the temple with royal elegance. He ascended the
throne as the head of the Bhoi dynasty, at the age of 17, 1970 and since then has
been the chief servitor of lord Jagannath.

He is Gajapati Maharaj Shri Dibyasingha Deva, originally named Kamarnaba Deva,
the eldest son of King Birakishor Deb and Queen Suryamani Pata Mahadei. On the
sudden demise of his father during a Rath Yatra festival, the mighty throne and its
responsibilities fell entirely on him.

Shri Dibyasingha Deva had led an ordinary student life, studying in a convent, then
at Raj Kumar College in Raipur. He also did his history Honours and studied law
from the Delhi University, but nothing took over his duties towards lord Jagannath,
performed with utmost sincerity. He also serves as the Chairman of Sri Jagannath
Temple Managing committee. He comes to Puri during festivals and religious
occasions like Ratha Jatra, Bahuda Jatra, Pusyabhiseka, Snana Jatra and many other
important socio-religious and cultural events. He says, “Everything else is secondary,
serving the lord is primary”.

His encounter with two spiritual gurus namely Swami Chidananda Saraswati
Maharaj and Chinmayananda Saraswati Maharaj introduced him to the world of
meditation, yoga and pranayama. This is how he realized his mission of life in this

mortal world. DIBYASINGHA DEBA

VARINDIA humbly recognises this legacy holder of Odisha as a magnificent jewel
on its crown.

Jhe spiritual kKing- the servitor of Lord Jewels of Odisha - 35
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A small girl of 4ft 11 inches, hair tied into a ponytail, strong biceps and a confident
face, she is one of the most inspiring figures in Indian sports. She is a girl who
challenged powerful hulks to realize her destiny. She has won a number of medals,
including the 2019 gold in the Summer Universidad, Napoli, in the 100 metres
category—the first Indian woman sprinter to have won a gold at the event. Her
sitver at the Asian games of 100 m, was India’s second silver medal in this category
after 32 years since P.T.Usha won it in 1986. :

B g

She is Dutee Chand. The Indian professional sprinter and current national champion
in the women’s 100 metres event. She is the first Indian to have won a gold medal
in the 100m race in a global competition. She is the third Indian woman to have
qualified for the Women’s 100 metres event at the Summer Olympic Games.

Born into a poor weaver family, in the small village of Jajpur District of Odisha,
Dutee struggled bravely to get a respectable position in the world of athletics
despite various controversies at different points of time. “From a girl who used to
run barefoot around a lake to becoming a sportsperson recognized across the world,
it’s been a long, hard journey,” Dutee says. “People now see me for my sport, for my
hard work and for what I stand.” She has represented India in various national and
international competitions and bagged many National accolades to her credit.

VARINDIA salutes her as a rare gem on the crown of Odisha. She is Odisha’s pride,
India’s face and one of its Crown Jewels of Odisha.

DUTEE CHAND

ATHLETE

Uivia exam'p(e Olf exce"(ence Jewels of Odisha ~ 37



38

A8 o9 g

Jewels of Odisha

POWERED

IR QI IUFIGR AGRY IRIFE 6QURAER FIT, 654 69 AR ANKIR 696R
¢ 069 QgR RIS F6RR G213 | AZ2UCH 8 62IRASI AT YFKR ALIJIR
49° EARIA FRSIN SIRN VAGI IER6H AFUAIRRA FIAg 2IRHE GRS 9e°
GER6I0YSI ZRES Q08 | ARG AH1E QU6 GIFA 98 FINIeNSI SIg
gor WI6e 0% KIF AN YRAF 65651 6RTRIE IR AGRER
de1 AIRKIq 6461 @R2MI| YT FUGA IAS QIFER RIY FRALIC6R Sl
gge QI Jeea 90R 6 geitdif QUL Glf QINGR 14 8¢l CAG QIS6Q
QIAS QAURIM |

—~ o~ o~

69 6288 53¢ 99 ge| N190NE AR 69997 FIFR 97 6816 GlER 62 I8 AITIR
ARRIOR KGITE FRY6M ¥9G° SIFA A0 NRRS T FIUER 6@YY | 69 2K
aclg @P6l AL6R I8 K08 92 69R LGl FA26M 98° F8I6RT FGATIAM
Q8 , QF°QIF FYRUIRAR IFEY PP 986 QQR FIRUINAR AUKFTE SRIFER
YR A 2 BF1 LUIR FART |

69 JEAITER FGRB ANYSI K66 ARINY AYRIN I9° JFAIG G2 FAIR Y4
d5Q 6291969 FIRR SRGIS FFR IS SUIERE Q9 6TIRYM | 7 ST @8 ¥IK°
gaEeIQ Slg 9918 fIUea AR SARM |

§610,92Q0 2RI KRL°H FY A90RG ARIN AN UIN GIF KR gaF
6RgAlY F9da QIe6a goaa 98 A3 dIR IS I9° ISR f84 6QIRS |
“@68 AT QRS 9@ 9F Z62I9 AR ¢ TS 64 69 RIF AR IS° 6869
cRIRG 6991 62 §Rg AYs U 6 98 IAIFe GRS ARG FL0IQ AR FRSIR
[EIG1 2& 99° 9961 10« Iy 25NN “691R I §19a [IdSl 69 Gl FIl RERE |

QI 282l G190 968 ARIIE FIAT GIR, ALP GBS 62 9T FFY UReT JIF 699
2RRRE REIRR |

i



Bim i

PEOPLE

Stars cannot shine without darkness, so he shines brighter with the darkness looming
larger. His ability to get things resolved and corrected have attracted people’s trust
and ensured reliability. His strong command over legal strategies made him deserve
the prestigious position of the Lieutenant Governor of the newly formed Union

Territory of Jammu and Kashmir. His effective delivery of major responsibilities

while serving as a Gujarat Cadre IAS, made him shine as the 14th CAG of India.

He is Girish Chandra Murmu. Born in a small village, Betanati, Mayurbhanj District of
Odisha, he belonged to a Santa family, and was the eldest among his eight siblings.
He won over a difficult journey while completing his studies and held a Master of
Arts degree in Political Science from Utkal University alongside an MBA degree from
the University of Birmingham.

He was an IAS officer posted in Gujarat, and his professional mission became more
challengingwhen he was made the Joint Secretary of the Gujarat Home Department.
But his intelligence and pragmatism made him successful in all his tasks.

For the people of Mayurbhanj, the district with the second largest tribal population,
in Odisha, his appointment as the 1st Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir
has been a matter of joy and pride for all. “A tribal boy got a big opportunity. I am
sure he will distinguish himself more by serving the people of Jammu and Kashmir
and the country. He has the ability to distinguish the good from bad and always
does the right thing,” his mother remarked after learning the news.

VARINDIA takes the opportunity to congratulate this veteran by featuring him in
its Crown Jewels of Odisha special campaign.

He outshined out of al( 000s

GIRISH CHANDRA MURMU

Jewels of Odisha
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Nature has played aninfluential role in shaping up his poeticinstincts and connecting
his poetry with real life. The themes of his poems are mostly based on nature,
society, mythology and religion. His writings are in Koshali language. His literary
works mostly include a fighter who fights his own struggles, social reorganization

through protecting human dignity. He is Popularly known as ‘Lok Kavi Ratna’ in

Odisha. He is an epitome of ‘Simple living, high thinking’ which was evident when
this man came bare foot to receive his Padma Shri Award.

He is Haldhar Nag, a poet who barely attended any school but influenced five
scholars who based their PhD research on his poems and epics. Haldhar has an
art of shaping his thoughts differently and distinctly and that’s why a compilation
of his writings has been made a part of the syllabus in Sambalpur University. He
rightly said, ‘Everyone is a poet, but only a few have the art of giving them shape’.

In 1990, he got his first poem published in a local magazine. Despite his painful
life journey his passion for writing poems never stopped. His literary contribution
includes 20 epics in his language. His writings are compared with that of famous
poet Gangadhar Meher for his inimitable Sambalpuri Style of writing. His poetry has
been translated into Hindi and English languages and presented in various literary
programmes, seminars in various universities nationwide. The famous poet Gulzar
has also paid tribute to him as ‘Son of the soil’ in his poem.

The man who has never used ‘Shri’ before his name has been conferred with the
fourth highest civilian Award ‘Padma Shri’ by the Government of India in the year
2016.

VARINDIA salutes this rich personality by featuring him as the Crown Jewels of
Odisha.

Giving sfiape to feelings

HALDHAR NAG

Jewels of Odisha
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He is a painter, sculptor, muralist, print-maker, teacher and cultural expert. Besides
this, he is arenowned poet and a great cook too! Born in December 1941 in Baripada,
Mayurbhanj, Odisha, he went to study at Sir JJ School of Art, Mumbai, at age 17.
Heis work describes his work as being not being narrative. “They are metaphoric,
poetic, reminiscent of human energy and experience, beyond any specific context
of time and place.”

He is Jatin Das, who is known for his marvellous treatment of human forms in
his internationally renowned paintings. During his 60 years of artistic career, he
has had more than 70 solo exhibitions in India and abroad and he has been part
of innumerable group shows. In 2012 he was conferred the prestigious Padma
Bhushan, presented by the President of India. He has also been awarded an
honorary Doctorate of Literature by various universities including Rabindra Bharti
University in Kolkata. His works have been featured in several public and private
collections all over the world. His large painting ‘The Journey of India: Mohenjo-
Daro to Mahatma Gandhi’ (7x68ft), is at the Parliament in New Delhi and was
inaugurated in 2001 by the then Prime Minister, Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee. Jatin Das
has been a visiting professor in various universities in India and abroad. In Delhi,
hHe taught at the Jamia Millia Islamia University, College of Art and the School of
Planning and Architecture in Delhi.

“My concepts, ideas, and themes in my work are personal. I have convictions,
concerns, and commitments. I am rooted in my culture yet it doesn’t define me.” —
remarks the enlightened artist very humbly.

His knowledge and passion for folk and traditional art forms led him to I
establishfounding the JD Centre of Art in Bhubaneswar. It aims to promote JATIN DAS

contemporary, folk, classical and traditional visual art, all under one roof. VARINDIA
PAINTER

salutes this man of forms and ideas, recognising him as a Crown Jewels of Odisha.

His art on Aumanoid (eaves no void Jewels of Odisha 43
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Odisha is a land of excellent art. Here, people are known for their wealth in art and
culture more than material possessions. According to him “Music is not for safe
source of earning”, hence he worked as a construction labourer for his livelihood.
Proving that art knows no boundaries, this man’s melodious voice was in no way
a product of formal training, but entirely a gift from his equally talented father,
Mandhata Haripal, and his own ingenuity. He started his career as a singer with All
India Radio (AIR) in 1971, and rose to fame with the cult number ‘Rangabati’ in
the mid-1970s.

He is Jitendra Haripal, a fine and versatile folk music artist. Although he rose to
fame because of the Rangabati song, which was in pure Sambalpuri dialect, he has
not restricted himself to Sambalpuri folk music only. Besides the Sambalpuri dialect,
he is well versed in folk songs of various other regional dialects too including Kosli,
Bhojpuri, Odia, Chhattisgarhi and Dhaka Bengali. He is regarded as a top exponent
of Sambalpuri language songs. He has shared the stage with many famous singers
and personalities and has sung over 1000 songs in different languages and dialects.
He is one of the few artists to ensure that the originality of folk songs remain
preserved and uncontaminated from the current decadence of values throughout
the entertainment industry.

Along with various awards and recognitions from different organisations, he got
felicitated by the Odisha Chief Ministerinthe year 2007,andin 2017 hewas conferred
with the prestigious Padma Shri by the President of India for his contribution to the
Indian Music.

VARINDIA recognizes this noble personality who has created a sensation with his o
unique style of singing folk songs, by selecting him as a Crown Jewels of Odisha. JITENDRA HARIPAL
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Agriculture has been practiced for several thousands of years, with people starting
to adopt different methods of farming over the years for better yielding of crops.
This lady, in spite of not having any formal education has vast knowledge of organic
farming and its advantages. She worked relentlessly to encourage the villagers in
her area to evade chemical fertilizers and adopt organic farming for better harvest
and soil fertility. Her passion towards organic farming got her the recognition to
be incorporated as one of the five members in the state planning board and she
holds the unique distinction of being the first tribal woman to be included in the
list. Conserving paddy and promoting organic farming is not a pastime for her, but
it is her passion.

She is Kamala Pujari, a tribal lady of Patraput Village, near Boipariguda, of Koraput
District, who is known for promoting organic farming. Her passion for traditional
farming led her to MS Swaminathan Research Foundation at Jeypore, to learn the
basic techniques. After getting into the foundation, she mobilized people, arranged
group gatherings, and interacted with people to avoid chemical fertilizers. Her
efforts of visiting different villages and going up to every villager and making them
aware of organic farming was reciprocated well.

Ms Kamala, has always been fascinated with traditional paddy seeds which
encouraged her to preserve hundreds of indigenous varieties of paddy and other
seeds for generations to come.

The government of Odisha felicitated her as the best woman farmer in 2004. She
won the Equator of Initiative Award in 2002 and was conferred the national award
of “Krusi Bisarada Samman” in New Delhi.

KAMALA PUJARI

President Ram Nath Kovind conferred her with the Padma Shri, India’s fourth
highest civilian award, for her selfless dedication and love for farming. VARINDIA

feels honoured to feature this magnanimous and benevolent lady in its special —
edition of the Crown Jewels of Odisha. FARMER & SOCIAL WORKER
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Odisha, a land rich in all aspects, is known worldwide as a piligrimage destination,
with beautiful beaches, majestic temples, abundent in art and culture but was
lacking in infrastructure and facilities. This drove affluent students migrate to
universities in other states or countries to pursue careers in professional courses.
This visionary, while focusing on quality research, decided to make professional
education accessible to students across the region.

Being a profound believer of education, he always felt the need for quality
educational institutions in Odisha where students could get access to the best
available pedagogy in the country. This determination led him to establish, Siksha
‘O’ Anusandhan (SOA), founded as a charitable society to enable students of the
state to have access to quality education.

He is Prof. Dr. Manoranjan Nayak. His brain child SOA is now a huge university with
nine institutions, providing education in various streams to over 10,000 students
from Odisha, India and abroad. SOA, in spite of facing numerous difficulties and
obstacles in its endeavour to develop as a multi-disciplinary institution of higher
education focusing on quality education and focused research, has continuously

figured among the top 25 universities in the country for the last four years. PROF. DR. MANORANJAN

The SOA Charitable Trust established by Prof Dr Nayak, has also set up a 350- NAYAK
bed hospital, the SUM Ultimate Medicare, which is a multi-super specialty facility
committed to make available healthcare infrastructure of international standard

to the people of Odisha and neighbouring states. The IMS and SUM Hospital, has
grown to be one of the state’s biggest hospitals recording a daily footfall of around EDUCATIONIST,
3000 patients. ENTREPRENEUR

An exemplary teacher turned entreprenour, Dr Nayak’s love for education and
philanthrophy gets reflected in SOA that has taken shape as a shining edifice of
higher education in eastern India today. We at VARINDIA proudly honour this
visionary as the Crown Jewels of Odisha.
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Necessity is the mother of invention. Consequently, the devastation from cyclones
in Odisha established the resolve of inventing a reliable warning system in a small
boy’s mind for a safer future ahead.

In 1971, a furious cyclone hit the Indian East coast and caused widespread

devastation in the coastal villages of Odisha. In many villages lives came to a
standstill and uncertainty loomed large. Widespread destruction and ravaged crops
stared at an uncertain future. Along with thousands of people this boy spent more
than a year without proper food. He could not forget the heart wrenching imageries
of the massive destruction and took an oath: “One day I would ‘tame’ cyclones and
save lives”. As a grown man he came to live up to this promise. Today, he is popularly
known as “The cyclone man of India”. He is our revered Dr Mrutyunjay Mohapatra.
The now Director General (DG), Indian Meteorological Department (IMD).

Dr Mohapatra Joined the IMD in 1992, and since then he has dedicatedly worked
on modernization of infrastructure to predict cyclones and act upon the warning
systems with accuracy, reliability and evaluation. Consequently, today due to his
will power and hard work, India is able to undertake precautionary action and meets
with zero causality in most of the cyclones following 1999.

He says “It pays to invest in science; it saves money and lives”. A PhD in Physics,
Mohapatra has received many national and international awards including the
Young Scientist Award of the Ministry of Earth Sciences and Achievers Award from
the IMD for his research and service in the field of atmospheric sciences.

VARINDIA pays him compliment as a valuable Crown Jewels of Odisha.

ﬂ'ﬁeyrebiction man

DR. MRUTYUNJAY
MOHAPATRA
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Hailing from a rural Indian village of Odisha, this man was enthusiastic to bring smile
and happiness to the children. His zeal to entertain everyone encouraged him to foray
into Cinema. Fortune favoured him to become the new age sensation of Indian Cinema.

Foraman who started his career as a camera attendant in Delhi, he soon rose to become
an ieonic figure with more than 70 films to his credit as Director. His debut feature film
was highly acclaimed and 24 international awards. Thereafter there was no looking
back and he created milestones by producing various films based on social issues such
as climate change, child labour, education, and many other developmental issues in
India. Not only in India but his films are well received by the audience worldwide.

He is Nila Madhab Panda, an acclaimed Odia director and producer involved in making
mainstream and parallel Hindi Films. His first Odia film Kalira Atita had been submitted
to the Oscars 2021 in the General Category and was available for Academy screening.
Most of his films draw inspiration from his own life. He was concerned about the
children’s dream which propelled him to direct his first Hindi film ‘I am Kalam’ that
won 34 international awards along with a national award. Mr Nila Madhab earned the
recognition as a brilliant director and producer. He felt the need to make more children

centric films and so he turned his focus more towards it. N I LA MAD HAB PAN DA

Shaken by the crisis the nation faced during Covid, Mr Nila Madhab contributed by
supplying Oxygen cylinders, medicines, food packages etc. in Delhi. This philanthropic FILM MAKER
act was driven by his thought - ‘helping man in distress is not charity- It is what we

must do.’

Thisinternationally acclaimed film director has become a jury member of many national
and international film festivals. Besides winning many national and international
accolades, he was felicitated with the Padma Shriin 2016 for his contribution in Cinema.

The man who has earned a name for himself in the world of Cinema, is also honoured
with The Crown Jewels of Odisha by VARINDIA.
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Being a doctor is one of the noblest professions. Pledged to serve the poor and
needy selflessly since his school days, this man chose the profession of a doctor to
heal the sick and save lives. He was a messiah for the villagers as he changed the
perception of a doctor in the minds of the tribal people. His dedication and service

to the humanity was exemplary. Posted in a hilly, tribal area with no basic amenities,

no normal doctor under any such circumstances would have worked for 24 hours,
but this man proved himself to be of great service by trekking mountainous roads,
and by carrying patients to the nearest health care centre on his own. He is an angel
to the tribals of southern Odisha.

This extraordinary person is Dr Omkar Hota. After pursuing MBBS from a Private
medical College, he joined Government services and was posted in Poplur, a tribal
dominated area in Malkangiri district, with a majority of the population belonging
to Bonda, Dumba and Konda tribes. Dr. Hota with all his efforts was able to break
the myths of black magic medication and could create awareness about health
and hygiene among the malnourished and malaria affected people. There were
instances when he carried patients on a cot, for around 10 km on foot, to hospitals
for better treatment.

Dr Omkar Hota’s efforts and dedications did not go unnoticed. The Chief Minister
of Odisha felicitated him and the administration has conferred him with the best
medical service award. “Such recognition motivates you, but I know mine is a
profession of sacrifice,” he says.

A remarkable Odia film “Daman” was made, inspired by his professional journey
which is also going to be released in Hindi as a remake. Dr Hota is happy that he
would be an inspiration for the new doctors to serve in the remote areas.

VARINDIA is proud to honour this messiah as its Crown Jewels of Odisha.

Messiah for the tridals

DR. OMKAR HOTA

DOCTOR
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Chess is not a game of chance. Chess requires a very high level of concentration and
this young lady from the tender age of 9 took to playing this game. Her father was
the source of inspiration who always motivated her to become what she is today.
Without a proper coach and mentor she was able to make India proud by winning
the Grandmaster title.

While chess was seems to be a male centric game, few women dared to change the
trend to play it and win it. And she was one of them to win many gold, silver and
bronze medals and achieve many titles in state, national and international events.

She is Padmini Rout, who holds many titles in the game of Chess. Besides winning
the title of International Master (IM) and Woman Grandmaster (WGM), she is a
four-time National Women’s Premier title holder consecutively from 2014-2017 and
was the Asian women’s champion of 2018. She also won the 2015 Commonwealth
Women’s Championship and also played for the Indian Women’s Olympic team on
multiple occasions. She continued her winning streak since she started playing for
the Indian U-13 championship.

Born in Barambagarh, near Cuttack, Padmini Rout is a commerce graduate from
BJB College, Bhubaneswar who looks up to Viswanathan Anand and Mikhail Tal as
her inspiration in the world of Chess.

Odisha is proud to have such a brilliant talent and VARINDIA takes the opportunity
to honour her as the Crown Jewels of Odisha.

PADMINI ROUT
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Silver filigree work is a highly skilled art form traditionally done by local artisans
on the Eastern shores of Odisha. Creativity takes courage and this man has kept
the legacy alive. His creativity and intricate pieces of beautiful art work got global
repute which eventually helped his birthplace - Cuttack to reserve the legacy of
“Silver City”. The Silver filigree work has garnered accolades from admirers of fine
arts globally.

He is Pankaj Kumar Sahoo, born in an artisan family, who never gave up his passion
to inherit the art form from his father, despite several ups and down in keeping the
art alive. Inspired by his artist father and one of his friends, the physically challenged
artist Pankaj Kumar Sahoo has become an inspiration to others. His determination
and love for his art opened doors to international recognition and appreciation.

Besides different ornaments used as jewellery, this silver filigree jewellery is also
used to embellish the idols of Durga and the silver filigree backdrops on the puja
pandals are a treat to the viewers during Durga puja.

This esteemed artisan is however concerned about the future of this art form, which
he wishes his kids to learn to keep it alive and carry forward the family tradition.
Silver filigree is the traditional art form of Odisha and claims its origin from the
Mughal period in India. This work from Cuttack is famous all over the world. To
make this dying art flourish again, Mr Sahoo is approaching the Government with
recommendation for creation of a filigree hub.

Mr Sahoo was conferred with various awards for his creations, which includes the
prestigious Presidential Award in 1995, and the Gem and Jewellery Skill Council of
India (GJSCI) award for his outstanding contribution to silver filigree art and crafts. PANKAJ SAHOO

VARINDIA honours the artist of the soil as one of the Crown Jewels of Odisha.
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Where there is a will there is a way. Achievement comes from persistent perusal.
The philosophy of standing apart and thinking on one’s own feet brings innovation
and change.

In the life of Pramod Bhagat, all things negative combined to make positive strides.
Despite being Polio diagnosed early on, he remained fascinated by badminton, and
his attitude of not stopping before reaching perfection ranked him globally, the
number one para badminton player and the first ever Indian to secure a gold in
Paralympics.

Born in a remote village, Attabira of Bargarh, into a humble migrant family from
Bihar, Pramod Bhagat has been a consistent performer for years. He has been a five
times world champion and winner of numerous other international medals.

The man who once could not afford a badminton racket, went on to bag 24
international Gold medals and a total of 46 medals till March 2020. His determined
efforts made him the winner of the Arjuna Award, Biju Patnaik Sports Award, and
the highest sporting honour of India- the Khel Ratna Award. Last but not the least,
the Government of India honoured him with the prestigious Padma Shri Award in
the year 2022.

He is now an inspiration for the thousands of differently abled sports persons, the
beacon of hope for the poors, and an icon of possibilities and perfection for millions
who have a fire but needs an ignition.

VARINDIA takes pride to honour this exemplary world champion as a Crown Jewels

of Odisha. PRAMOD BHAGAT

Amidst difficulty fie found opportunity fewelsof Odisha
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An introverted, shy, soft-spoken individual, he has always been looked upon as
an ever modest but brilliant problem solver. A quiet perfectionist all along, he
has implemented this characteristic into reality throughout his life. His ability to
reconcile conflicting elements positioned him at the top of the Indian bureaucracy.

He is Pramod Kumar Mishra, fondly known as P.K.Mishra, is the 13th 'prir-fif)'al”

secretary to the Prime Minister of India. He is a 1972 batch Indian Administrative
Service officer belonging to Gujarat cadre. He started a debating society, “QUEST”
while a student of the Gangadhar Meher (G.M.) College, Sambalpur, from where he
graduated in 1970, with a first-class rank and distinction in Economics. He was the
only student to have earned a first-class degree in Economics at the inter-university
level of Odisha.

It was a matter of pride not only for Sambalpur, but also for the entire state of Odisha
that Mr Mishra became the first ever Odia to have been appointed as the Principal
Secretary to the Prime Minister of India. Both a high-ranking civil servant as well as
a PhD in economics, he exemplified the best of both erudition and administrative
prowess. During his tenure as additional principal secretary, he has been considered
to be one of the best bureaucrats in India.

Mr Mishra has served in various key positions for both the Indian and Gujarat
governments, with memorable contributions made in disaster management during
the infamous earthquake of Gujarat. Subsequently, He got prestigious award for
writing a book on this notable job.

A man of few words, vast knowledge in economics, and defined by humble integrity,

Mr. Pramod Kumar Mishra holds a prominent place in the Crown Jewels of Odisha
special edition of VARINDIA.

Jurn words into wisdom

PRAMOD KUMAR MISHRA

BUREAUCRAT

Jewels of Odisha
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For some, the pen is mightier than the sword. Sometimes, a rebellion is best won
by ideas and thoughts rather than the path of violence. The state reveres those
individuals who consider their own interests to be a part of that of the greater
humankind and fight for their mother tongues. Her search for a “social order based

on equality, love, peace and integration”, continues from the time when she first

penned down her thoughts at the age of nine.

A professor by vocation and writer as a passion, Pratibha Roy, is one of the finest
writers and critics in the Odia language. One of the most prolific women writers of
our times, she highlighted issues of discrimination and corruption based on caste
and religious lines apart from gender.

She was the first Odia woman to have won the Jnanpith award, alongside other
accolades like the Moortidevi and Saptarshi. Other national and state accolades to
her credit include the Padma Shree, Odisha Living Legends Award, and the Padma
Bhushan from Government of India.

One of the boldest writers in India, her writings bring about her desire for a social
order based on equality, love, peace, non-violence and emotional integration.
Claiming to be a humanist, she advocates that the qualities integral to women
deserve to be nurtured further, for not only a fairer but a fully lucrative future.

Her Love for and attachment towards the Odia language won over all her social
obligations, bringing about hundreds of novels, short stories, and travelogues in
Odia. She has toured half of the globe in order to participate in various literary and
educational conferences.

We at VARINDIA are proud to feature this bold jewel into our Crown Jewels of
Odisha, a special edition.

FHer words are Rer power

PRATIBHA RAY

WRITER

Jewels of Odisha
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A Doctor by profession who pioneered in several techniques in cardiac surgery, he
is considered as the Number One Heart Surgeon in India. He has performed more
than 5000 extremely high risk surgeries and is considered as one of the safest heart
surgeon in the world, giving new life to many. —
He is Dr. Ramakant Panda, the son of a farmer who has proved that perseverance
and persistence can fulfil the most ordinary person’s dreams. His principled and a
strict disciplinarian grandfather had a tremendous influence on Dr Panda’s life. He
set his goal to be a doctor and joined SCB Medical College for his MBBS degree. His
medical journey got wings to pursue his degree in AIIMS, where he was the topper
and then he set to USA and UK for giving a shape to his professional career.

Dr Panda with his team at Asian Heart Institute has performed many high-profile
cardiac surgeries on eminent persons namely Dr Manmohan Singh- the then PM,
Tarun Gogoi the former CM of Assam, Lalu Prasad Yadav the significant politician
from Bihar. He has to his credit of having performed several complicated and
unique surgeries. Every successful surgery made him more passionate to do more
with accuracy and innovation.

Other than his professional contributions, he is actively promoting healthy life style
for India and also releases educational messages on various occasions. His Konark
cancer foundation helps the needy financially and with logistic support. Around

10,000 patients and their families have been benefited since its inception. DR. RAMAKANT PANDA

For his valuable contributions towards this, he was awarded the Padma Bhushan,
the third highest civilian award in the year 2010.

VARINDIA is happy to have him in his special edition to honour the talented son of HEART SURGEON

Odisha as The Crown Jewels of Odisha.
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Necessity is the mother of invention. An adventurer and travel enthusiast, he
struggled to find affordable hotels wherever he went. An ardent traveller since 17, he
obtained a rich experience of staying in numerous bed and breakfasts, guest houses,
and hotels, where he perceived a significant want in affordable accommodations. A

comfortable living space and a better life is what everybody deserves from a hotel.

A'memorable hotel stay leads to customer satisfaction which only help the industry
to grow. These experiences were instrumental in realizing his own venture. At a
young age of 19, his innovative and enterprising mind made him travel extensively
to appreciate the ground realities of the hotel industry, leading to the formation of
his own venture in 2012: “Oravel Stays”.

At 19 itself, Mr. Ritesh Agarwal was selected for the Thiel Fellowship, to receive a
grant of $100,000, following which this indomitable young man established himself
as one of the youngest self-made billionaires of the world.

Mr. Agarwal, born in a Marwari family in Bissam Cuttack, was brought upin Titlagarh,
completing his schooling from Rayagada. His budget accommodation portal- ‘Oravel
Stays’ was later relaunched as OYO Rooms of which he is both the founder and CEO.
The OYO Rooms is the fastest growing branded network of hotels both online and
offline. He has left a significant mark in society when it comes to attaining great
strides at a very young age. His venture was one of the 8 hottest circulating start-
ups in news. He was honoured with the TIE Luminous Entrepreneurial Excellence
award.

His inspiring story teaches us to be a guiding light for the coming generations.
By recognising him as the Crown Jewels of Odisha, we at VARINDIA, invite the
youth to dare step out of their boundaries, think different, and innovate for a robust
tomorrow following the footsteps of this one-of-a-kind man.

An Abode to nestle

RITESH AGARWAL

ENTREPRENEUR
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“Women are strong, bold and patient at the same time”- is her simple sentence,
while receiving The Nari Shakti Award, India’s highest civilian honour for women.
Her message is very loud and clear just like her determination. Her father a professor
of economics, was deeply passionate about agriculture, in adopting sustainable and
organic practices was the first person to explain her about the need of conservation
of land. That inspired her to become a conservationist and farmer.

Despite strong disagreements by the experts, she along with her father, with strong
determination, transformed the barren lands of Nayagarh District of Odisha into
a lush green forest. Their continuous and relentless efforts brought a massive
change in the lives of thousands of farmers in the area. They spread the message
of sustainable organic farming and educated the locals.

Sabarmatee, popularly known as Tiki Apa, has contributed to experiment, practice,
and promote organic farming and bio diversity conservation. Sabaramatee and her
team restored 90 acres of wasteland and converted it into a ‘food forest’. She later
realised that globally around a billion people are engaged in rice farming and around
half of them are women. So she adopted a technology to make it easier for women
to work in farm lands. Now her organization has beegr?lsuccessful in conserving and SABARAMATEE
producing 452 indigenous varieties of rice.

Starting from a small patch of land, their journey to make green agricultural lands SOCIAL WORKER
is still going on with the same enthusiasm as it was 30 years back. This father —

daughter duo’s hard work, dedicated efforts for the ecological restoration work won

them the most prestigious award - Padma Shri.

Sabarmatee, with the help of her dedicated work for conservation of land, and
empowering the rural women engaged with rice cultivation, has changed the age
old beliefs and practices of rice farming and the journey continues.

VARINDIA is proudly conferring this influential lady with the Crown Jewels of
Odisha honour.

Reaping seeds with undaunting deeds jewels of Odisha 71
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The COVID 19 pandemic has been a testament to the survival spirit of the world
and human kind. All the socio-economic storms have only strengthened the resolve
of our civilization to recover itself from beneath rubbles of tragedy. People with a
fire for change from all across the world stepped out to aid fellow humans in every
possible way. An actor by profession, this man aided thousands including students,
women, and migrants who were stranded in other states, by providing them with
medication, ration and transport alongside various other prompt forms of help.

His services were meant for the goal of recovery rather than a popular public footage.
This person won the hearts of millions and earned the title of Outlook Person of
the Year award for his noble deeds. Odisha born migrant doctors from across the
globe united into the ‘Odisha Doctors’ International Association -ODIA, to serve
the distressed millions, spearheaded by him among others.

This inspirational personality is Mr. Sabyasachi Mishra. Alongside entertaining
people through blockbuster hits, he dedicates himself to social work during times of
unprecedented crises. It is worth mentioning how, during the nationwide lockdown,
several women in an emergency to deliver, reached out to him through diverse

informal channels and were responded to promptly by being taken to the hospital SABYASACHI MISHRA

and being connected with the nearest NGOs and police. Besides, he helped people

reconnect with their families, and many deceased family members to be traced and
brought back. ACTOR, SOCIAL WORKER

A B. Tech in education, actor by vocation and humanist by passion, Mr Sabyasachi
is considered as a jewel in this humble token of appreciation from VARINDIA in its
Crown Jewels of Odisha edition.

A star on sifver screen, humanist by passion ioiasi @i - 73
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Bornin Titlagarh, he established himself as the Father of India’s InformationTechnology
(IT) revolution. He was the mastermind behind the etablishment of the Indian
information industry, with the objective of extending digital telecommunications to
every corner of the country, including remote villages.The man who did not own a
telephone before turning 22, worked to make telephones available to people even in
the remotest corners of India.

He is Satya Narayan Gangaram Pitroda, popularly known as Sam Pitroda. He is a
Gujarati by descent and a staunt follower of Gandhiji. After a postgraduation in
Physics, he moved to America. Thereafter he set off to becoming a technology giant
and now, with over 100 technology patents, he is involved in several start ups. He also
started several businesses. Besides these, having spent more than 55 years in telecom
developments, Pitroda is an internationally renowned tech developer, policymaker,
and inventor. He has contributed significantly to the Indian telecommunication sector,
serving in different key positions and heading various organisations, like National
Knowledge Commission of India, and National Innovation Council.

He spent nearly a decade with former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, spearheading
the efforts in building an Indian information industry, and served as the Advisor to
the Prime Minister on technology missions related to water, literacy, immunization,
oil seeds, telecom, and dairy. He is also the founding chairman of India’s Telecom
Commission.

Mr Pitroda is also a philanthropist, and chairs major NGOs associated with promoting
Ayurveda, through The University of Trans-Disciplinary Health Sciences and Technology
near Bangalore. His food bank network works to empower and support the food security

mission in India. SAM PITRODA

Mr Sam Pitroda has bagged several prestigious awards of both national and

international repute. VARINDIA is pleased to feature this brilliant personality in its list —
of Crown Jewels of Odisha special edition. INDIAN INVENTOR
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“Roti, Kapda aur Makan” constitute the three essentials of our lives and even
among these, roti leads the way as a hungry stomach can neither pursue kapda,
nor makan. This man, being long acquainted with hunger, rose up to meet this
most essential requirement of society, by becoming a tall spice merchant from

a struggling turmeric processor. His basic education started off out in the open,

childhood spent in helping his father run their tiny five-seater eatery. His journey
from beneath the rubbles of hardships to unimaginable heights, was to say the
least, unforgettable and exemplary. This eventful journey from being a struggling
turmeric processor to a tall spice giant earning dividends worth INR 250 crores and
employing over a thousand people, followed a simple philosophy all along: “Hard
work, honesty and no compromise on quality.”

Sarat Kumar Sahoo is the man behind the most common household name ‘RUCHT’,
a name inspiring trust and selling more than 48 varieties of spices. Challenges
only grew when at just twenty-six he took his first step towards becoming an
entrepreneur. He worked in a spice store in Calcutta to earn his capital. Initially,
he used to carry his products on bullock carts to nearby districts of Cuttack and sell
them. But his will power and tenacity stood victorious over all hardships, and today,
Ruchi manufactures around 300 products including flour, noodles, 48 varieties of
spices, and several other items. Its products are sold through 200 dealers in Odisha
and more than 40 super stockers all over the country.

Orissa being a cyclone-prone state, no natural or material cyclone could hold
him back, rather, every blow only strengthened his resolve to move forward. His
subconscious motto of life would perhaps be, the sky is the limit.

He is the pride, precious jewels on the Crown of Odisha. VARINDIA salutes this
entrepreneur.

ﬂ'ing(ing the taste bud

DR. SARAT KUMAR SAHOO

ENTREPRENEUR

Jewels of Odisha
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Odissi is an ancient Indian classical dance that originated in the temples of Odisha
and was performed predominantly by women. But a boy of five in the western part
of Odisha was so fascinated and mesmerized by this dance form, that he put on
anklets, and learned his first dance steps from guru Shantanu Behera, flowering
into full bloom under the mentorship of guru Kumkum Mohanty. Also, he worked
greatly on guru Kelu Charan Mohapatra’s Odissi style, the Kelu Charan gharana.
He learned all fundamentals and postures of Odissi with great enthusiasm and
dedication. Starting his expedition from the native place of Titlagarh, he is the only
male dancer to have performed in front of the famous Eifel Tower of Paris.

He is none other than Saswat Joshi, the world famous Odissi dancer and
choreographer. With a desire to internationalize Odissi, he travelled far and wide,
performing in several European and Asian countries. Dreaming of picking and
nurturing new talents, he founded an institution with a special focus on realizing
the artists from within the underprivileged and orphan children.

He has shared the stage with eminent, internationally known dancers from around
the globe, keeping alive in our thoughts his style and fundamentals of Odissi as a
legendary performer. Recently, he joined hands with a UK based production house
to bring about the film, Wheels of Civilization, to internationally showcase the
Dhemsa folk dance of Odisha.

He is humble, gentle and a dedicated dancer with an enormous love for his
motherland, Odisha and his region Sambalpur. He always wears the Sambalpuri
Kurta with ethnic designs. He is a proud Odia and VARINDIA proudly introduces
him as a prominent pearl in its special edition, The Crown Jewels of Odisha.

An epitome of Q0dissi dance

SASWAT JOSHI

ODISSI DANCER

Jewels of Odisha
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A braveheart but equally emotional when it comes to his motherland, he is a one
man army and a divine worker. Being a cyclone prone areq, this man, born and
brought up in Odisha is familiar with the cyclonic calamities that people of this
state face every year. Taking it as his personal challenge, he took to his stride to
rescue the people of his state. He is one of the heroes behind the successful post
cyclonic management in the flood and cyclone prone areas in Odisha.

He is Mr. Satya Narayan Pradhan, the current Director General of National Disaster
Response Force. Heis an IPS officer of 1988 batch from Jharkhand cadre. Mr Pradhan
completed his basic studies in Bhubaneswar, post-graduation from Hyderabad and
MPhil from J.N.U. He was awarded the prestigious Chevening Fellowship of the
British Council and acquired the degree of LLM from University of Essex, UK. He
holds a Diploma in Disaster Management and is committed to introduce further
innovations and best practises into disaster response effort to NDRF.

He has successfully handled various key positions while serving for the nation
with highest dedication and honesty. The Senior IPS officer has bagged various
decorations like President’s Police Medal, Police Medal for Meritorious Services,
and President’s Police Medal for Gallantry, along with the Queen’s award 2008 for
innovation in Policing by Government of UK.

As the DG NDRF, his remarkable work during various cyclones, ensuring ZERO
casualty placed him at the top of the hearts. During Covid, Mr Pradhan with his
NDRF team was battle ready to tackle any situation, any call, standing by the local
police and medical staff.

Mr Pradhan is now appointed as the Director General of Narcotics Control Bureau. SATYA NARAYAN PRADHAN

VARINDIA salutes this brave heart and is happy to decorate him as a precious

jewel in its Crown Jewel of Odisha edition. DG, NARCOTICS CONTROL BUREAU

Fire or floods, saves all the 6(000s iepsior@inhy (- 81
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A popular adage ‘where there is a will there is a way’ proved true for this exceptional
man. He had to fight against all odds to achieve his goal. The journey from a small
village of Sambalpur district to becoming a young scientist in Germany was indeed
eventful. The man who lost his mother when little, grew into a symbol of pride for
his motherland. His experiences and resolve increased his empathy, and he adopted
170 odd students. He is a proud Odia and the Odisha Chief minister Naveen Patnaik
was overwhelmed by emotions while mentioning him in his Independence Day
speech.

He is Seshadev Kisan, his journey from rags to riches, from grazing cattle to obtaining
a position in the prestigious Georg August University, in Gottingen, Germany, is
immensely inspiring. Despite losing both parents early on, he never lost the hope
and courage to strive for a different life. “One Goal and no substitute choice” was
the success mantra of his life.

After he completed his schooling from Navodaya Vidyalaya, he was selected to
the National Institute of Science Education and Research (NISER). Later, he did
research at Georg August University School of Science (GAUSS). Kisan is a gold
medallist from NISER.

His love for Odisha and his desire to do something from there, brought him back to
his homeland, which he embraced over all the comforts of Germany. He has a plan
to establish a medical company that will serve the people of Odisha, by addressing
all locally widespread diseases and by helping educate the downtrodden children
of the rurality.

‘He is an example of the strongest human values of hard work and dedication and SESHADEV KISAN
an inspiration for all young people.” Tweeted Naveen Patnaik, describing this man
of character, and VARINDIA takes this opportunity to honour him as a rich Crown

jewel of Odisha. SCIENTIST

He enthused others to achieve today's goal Jewels of Odisha ~ 83
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It was a proud moment for Odisha, when one of her competent sons was appointed
chief of the central financial regulating body of India. Hailing from Odisha, an alumni
of DM School, Bhubaneswar, he has been one of the most prominent bureaucrats
in the Ministry of Finance and played a vital role in formulating financial policies.

Mr Shaktikanta Das became a household name in December 2018 when hé was

appointed as the 25th Governor of Reserve Bank of India. Born into a diffident
family Mr Das, was a brilliant student throughout. A post graduate in History, with
various advanced courses in financial management, Project Management from IIM
Calcutta, an IAS of Tamil Nadu cadre, he has a long list of achievements while serving
for both Government of Tamil Nadu and Government of India in various capacities.
He has vast experience in budget making, dealing with monetary policies as he was
associated with the concerned departments.

To talk about his special assignments, he has also served as India’s alternate
Governorin the World Bank, ADB, NDB and AIIB. He has represented India in various
International forums like IMF, G20, BRICS, and SAARC Etc.

He was conferred the ‘Central Banker of the Year, Asia-Pacific 2020’ award by the
London based magazine-The Banker, for his efforts to make the banking system
more robust.

Mr Shaktikanta Das is one of the most indispensable names in the finance and
planning sectors of the nation. VARINDIA honours this inspiring personality who
is serving the nation for over three decades, as the Crown Jewels of Odisha in its
special edition.

Passion (eads to Joerfection

SHAKTIKANTA DAS

GOVERNOR RBI

Jewels of Odisha
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“Poetry comes from the soul and it can be written in your mother tongue, because

it is intimate, like a mother. And that language is Odia for me” were his words while
talking to press after winning the prestigious Padma Vibhushan award.

Despite authoring critical compositions in English and Hindi, his heart beats first for
Odia. While pursuing his Masters in Political Science from Allahabad University, this
poet made a bold promise to write poetry only in Odia, a promise which still holds
true.

Sitakant Mahapatra, a renowned poet and literary critic in Odia as well as English
is also an IAS officer, a further indicator to the versatility of his talents. With his
mesmerizing emotional quality, Sitakant Mahapatra- A Jnanpith, Padma Bhushan
and Padma Vibhushan awardee, allows readers to delve deep down into the
insights of his poetry, leaving them spellbound. His poems cover a range of our
deepest thoughts and emotions. Alongside poetry and literature, he has also written
extensively on social anthropology, and closely followed the Santhal tribal culture
and ethos.

He joined the IAS in 1961 as the first Odia to top the most daunting national
government service in India, the UPSC examination, and went on to hold several
key posts, including Home Secretary, Government of Orissa; Secretary, Ministry of
Culture, Government of India; and President, UNESCO’s World Decade for Cultural
Development.

Born in the village of Mahanga situated on the banks of Chitrotpala, Shree Sitakant
Mahapatra is an incompatible choice for VARINDIA to be honoured as a Crown

Jewels of Odisha because Odia flows in his mind, soul and veins. SITAKANT MAHAPATRA

IAS AND WRITER

An epitome of know(edge and wisdom jewels of Odisha 87
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His love for Odisha and its people together with his passionate desire to strengthen
their voices, encouraged him to serve the people in diverse ways. Although a brilliant
student from the London School of Economics and Oxford, he returned to Odisha
to start a regional newspaper rather than acquiring a rewarding university job. His
sincere feelings towards the Odia language inspired him to launch a campaign
promotingit, and till now over a million prizes have been given to successful students,
mostly from rural areas. He founded the largest media house in the state. The vision
of a strong and prosperous Odisha led him to politics.

Soumya Ranjan Patnaik is a household name in Odisha just because his ventures
are alive in the minds of people. His newspaper ‘SAMBAD’ reaches over 1.5 million
readers every morning. His media house has always championed the cause of
the people. Soumya Ranjan Patnaik gave out his iconic slogan in 2006: “Let not
anybody die for want of blood.”, breaking the national record of the highest single
day collection of blood units. On more than one occasion the Indian Red Cross
Society and the Government of Odisha have awarded his organisation.

Originating from a political lineage, he has been a member of Lok Sabha, Rajya
Sabha and now a member of Odisha Legislative Assembly. Despite the obstacles
that he faced he is recognized as an efficient politician.

His work for the state fetched him prestigious accolades including the Hare Krushna
Mahatab Samman (2013), and Madhubabu Samman (2018). He also is the recipient
of the first Viswamitra International Award (2019) in the category, Empowering
People’s Voice.

A media baron who loves Odisha passionately, an orator par excellence, a social SOUMYA RANJAN PATNAIK

worker, and a humble politician with unmatched values —Mr. Soumya Ranjan Patnaik
POLITICIAN

is VARINDIA'’s selection as a glorious stone on the Crown Jewels of Odisha.

‘The son of Odisha with unmatched values Igyslael @il 89
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With the motto “Happy Farmers= Happy Cows = Best Milk!” a mission turned into

a revolution which registered around 70,000 farmers and since long reaches 3
lakh households every day. Eradicating the erstwhile practise of milk outsourcing
and eliminating the middlemen involved, this man ensured financial security to
thousands of farmers. His organisation ensured right price each time to farmers
and best quality milk products to consumers.

Mr. Srikumar Misra, born and bred in Cuttack, became the first entrepreneur in his
family, the founder and Chairman of Milk Mantra. At only eight, he survived the
blows of losing his father and the series of emotional and financial hurdles that
ensued.

However, times did change when he found a lucrative job based in London,
following hard earned degrees of MBA from St. Xaviers Institute of Management-
Bhubaneswar, and mechanical engineering from Pune University. Mr Srikumar gave
the proof of his dynamic mind by quitting a comfy job to return to his homeland,
Odisha and start his own venture, that too at a time when Odisha was just beginning
to witness successful start-ups. His company Milk Mantra is a new-generation, tech-
enabled platform empowering the Indian dairy and agricultural sector, and enabled
livelihoods at a massive scale with a sustained ability to provide regular and stable
incomes to framers.

Mr Srikumar Misra has been bestowed with several awards at national and
international importance including, the Frost & Sullivan Awards, Product of the
Year Award for Moo shake, Emerging Business Leader Award, and Most innovative
Companies of 2020 in India.

SRIKUMAR MISRA

VARINDIA takes the opportunity to honour him as a Crown jewels of Odisha for
his remarkable contribution to farmers, the agro-dairy sector and the community at

large. ENTREPRENEUR

Mi(ﬁ Mantrﬂ H“P'Py Mantra Jewels of Odisha ~ 91
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There is always a way, if you are committed - is aptly applicable to this determined
person who dreamt of becoming an Indian Civil Services officer. She was passionate
about becoming an IAS officer but fate had something else written for her. There
were only a few days left for her Civils Services interview, when unfortunately, she
met with a devastating car accident, ending up with severe spinal injuries.

This strong-willed lady is not someone to be let down easily and eventually she
pursued a different course of work—advocacy and social activism to initiate changes
for the differently-abled community in Odisha. Her never give-up attitude drove her
to work towards the betterment of differently-abled people.

SheisDr.SrutiMohapatra,aPhDin DevelopmentalBiology,and aleadingcampaigner
for disability rights. Her Organisation works towards empowering differently-abled
people in the state and her efforts have resulted in many positive changes in Odisha
and India including policy changes, increasing public awareness on the issue of
disability and working towards accessible cities. A remarkable achievement to her
stride was making wheelchair accessible for users at Jagannath Temple in Puri.

She lived her dream of becoming an IAS officer by training over 300 civil service SRUTI MOHAPATRA

aspirants, now working in various positions in government, banks, and other services.

Dr. Sruti proved herself as an astute professional with her impressive communication ACTIVIST
skills, enhanced interpersonal, team management, negotiation, presentation, and

networking skills.

She received the Real Heroes Award in 2010. President Ram Nath Kovind presented
her with the Nari Shakti Puraskar on International Women’s Day.

Dr. Sruti has been an example who can find opportunity and ability in every disability

that come in one’s way, thereby changing many lives. VARINDIA is proud to honour
this torchbearer of the disabled, in its special initiative the Crown Jewels of Odisha.

The 60(0 and determined, Gefrienbs SUCCess Jewels of Odisha 93
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At a time when the worldwide economy has been undergoing continuous challenges,
India required some people to fix the ongoing problems at home. At this crucial point
of time, he took up a leadership role in FICCI, as the President —elect. He became
the first industrialist from Odisha to obtain this prestigious position. With his deep
understanding of the present economic and industrial scenario, he is determined
to-further strengthen FICCI’s position as the leading industry chamber which will
contribute to India’s growth story through its engagement with various stakeholders.

He is Subhrakant Panda, born to a father figure of industries in Odisha- industrialist
Banshidhar Panda and founder of IMFA, one of the leading Ferro alloy companies
in the country. Mr Subhrakant, a close follower of his father’s foot prints, received
education from the USA, and returned to India to further extend his father’s company
and became its MD.

Long before India became the first country, in 2014, to require major corporations to
invest 2 % of their net profits into charity, the corporate social responsibility (CSR)
arm of IMFA, was building schools, health clinics, and job-training institutes in 200
villages throughout Odisha. This was envisioned by Mr Panda.

- / SUBHRAKANT PANDA
Mr Panda graduated from the Questrom School of Business, Boston University- 1993,
and with significant knowledge in both Finance and Operational Management,

handled various responsibilities in IMFA, employing 6,500 people. MANAGING DIRECTOR IMFA

Growing up in asmall city, he remained grounded in his family values and endeavours,
and this is his strength. He tries to live up to his words through actions. He believes
that it is important to be aware about and sensitive to the happenings in the lives of
the people around him. He is firm about getting things done as optimally as possible.

This young industrialist has adopted a number of important positions in leading

national and international industry forums, and is a great choice for VARINDIA to
be lauded as a bright Crown Jewels of Odisha.

Incredivle orientation, amazing performance Jewels of Odisha ~ 95
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A visionary, with leadership quality garnered lot of attention in the business world.
His entrepreneurial abilities chartered him global acclaim. He has given a new
sense of direction, instilled urgency and above all, has made skill development as
something aspirational in the eyes of everyone. He has led the creation of a brand
called Skilled-in-Odisha. Under his stewardship, the Government ITIs have become
a*vibrant and proud institution.

He is Subroto Bagchi who managed to uphold the light of knowledge, education and
management skills in society, spreading it across globally acclaimed organizations
and corporate bodies. Bagchi has made Odisha a sandbox for innovation in
creating the “Nano-Unicorn” programme under which skilled youth are matched
with philanthropic capital to start small businesses instead of becoming job seekers.

Bagchi took up the additional responsibility of Odisha Government’s Chief
Spokesperson to align the 45 million people to fight against Covid. His skill
management abilities helped Odisha to become one of the successful state to
handle the pandemic smoothly. As a philanthropic initiative he donated over 345
crores to establish a Cancer Hospital in Odisha - a remarkable contribution to Odisha

and its people. SUBROTO BAGCHI

He led an arduous and eventful journey, working with different organisations at
different levels, he has cofounded one of the biggest organisations of global repute ENTREPRENEUR
and presence the “Mind Tree”, ending up being invited by the Chief Minister of
Odishatotake up the full-time responsibilities of Chairman, Odisha Skill Development
Authority. Presently, he empowers 1.5 million youth by providing them with skill

upgradation, mostly school dropouts, a full-time assignment in the rank of a Cabinet
Minister, at the salary of INR 1 per annum.

We at VARINDIA give out our heartfelt thanks to this eminent personality for
his contributions to humanity through his own exemplary life and dedicated
contributions to society, as a priceless jewel in its special edition the Crown Jewels
of Odisha.

Se(ﬂess deeds with determination
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Hailing from one of the coastal cities of Odisha, Puri, this man fell in love with the
sand of the sea shore while playing. He converted the sand as his strength and it
became his canvas for art. Despite not attending any school, he established an Art
Institute and acclaimed to be known as the inventor of sand art in India.

Through the vast sea sand canvas, he depicted the art of the 7th century that is

almost extinct. He mastered this sand art all by himself without any mentorship. He
experimented with his art form through his creative ideas and excelled in it. He has
become an international figure in sea shore sand art. From what started with sand
art, gradually led to designing hundreds of sand sculptures.

He is the Indian Sand artist from Puri, Sudarshan Patnaik, who made Odisha proud
by his unique, grand, charming seashore sand art creations and brought highest
glory for the entire country. Through his sand art forms Sudarshan conveys important
messages on social issues and current happenings, something which no one could
have imagined before.

The Government of India honored Sudarshan with the Padma Shri, India’s fourth-
highest civilian award in the year 2014. The list of his achievements is remarkable
and endless which includes the Guinness World Record for world’s tallest sand castle
at Puri beach. With an aim to promote and educate the young people with interest in
Sand Art he founded “The golden Sand Art Institute” in Puri which attracts thousands
of students every year. Thanks to him, Sand art is gaining a revolutionary form and
publicity worldwide.

VARINDIA takes an opportunity to honor him as the Crown Jewels of Odisha for his
commendable contributions in making Odisha gratified.

SUDARSHAN PATTNAYAK

SAND ARTIST

Finding feaven in the grains of sand jewels of Oisha
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He is a doctor from India who created history by becoming the first Asian to win the
parliamentary polls in Kenya. For this gentleman, while Odisha is his place of birth,
Kenya is his place of work. He has made Odisha proud by establishing himself as an
entrepreneur, industrialist educationist, and Politician.

He is Dr. Swarup Ranjan Mishra, born and brought up in Panchpalli village in
Jagatsinghpur. A Gynaecologist by profession, he served a few years in Hinduja
before relocating to Kenya, where has been serving for the past two decades. His
philanthropic service in the medical sector did not go unnoticed. Dr. Swarup has
been His delivery of health services to downtrodden and poor people with as many
as 4 hospitals made him a popular figure.

His chain of Hospitals Mediheal Group of Hospitals is the leading largest healthcare
service provider in East Africa. What started with one hospital over 14 years ago in
Kenya, has now expanded to 10 locations treating more than 2.5 million patients,
with plans of expansion across the continent. Dr Swarup has also established around
10 schools for both primary and high school students. This earned him a good name
and fame among the Kenyan people and later when he entered Kenyan Politics, his
popularity led him to defeat the Kenyan contestant by a huge margin. He managed
to win from a constituency where there were no Indians.

But his love for his motherland did not wane in all these years. Dr. Swarup Mishra
has done several developmental works for Odisha and has recently donated a
huge land towards the religious activities in his native village. He is planning to
establish simillar hospitals in Odisha to serve the local poor with medical services
of International standard.

DR. SWARUP RANJAN MISHRA

VARINDIA respects his simplicity, service to mankind and his love for Odisha. And
that is why he is one of the best choice to be honoured as the Crown Jewels of
Odisha.
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Opportunities don’t happen ...... you create them. He learned from the school of hard
knocks that hard work and dedication are a part of the journey to success. His leadership
qualities and strong sense of commitment earned him laurels throughout his career.
His simple, gentle and honest behaviour endeared one and all. He graduated as a gold
medalist from Utkal University, Bhubaneswar. He was also the student President (1981)
at the university and later got recognized as the Indian Metal & Mining Veteran. For His
unparalleled contribution towards industry and ‘nation building’, the university awarded
him the Honoris Causa D.Litt., on the occasion of the university’s 47th convocation.

He is Dr. Tapan Kumar Chand. He has been in the mining and metal sector since 1982.
During his professional journey, he served as the Director Commercial of Rashtriya
Ispat Nigam Limited/ Visakhapatnam Steel Plant and Director Personnel & Director
I/c (Sales & Marketing), of Central Coalfields Limited. He took charge as the Chairman
cum Managing Director of National Aluminium Company-NALCO, which is the largest
integrated aluminium unit in Asia and is also one of the largest aluminium complexes
of the world. Dr. Chand introduced a new Business Model that enabled NALCO to be the
lowest cost producer of Alumina and 2nd lowest cost producer of Bauxite in the world. His
emphasis on raw material security helped NALCO to get Panchapatmali Bauxite mine
extension, Patangi Bauxite mine allocation and two coal blocks (Utkal D & E), ensuring
Bauxite supply and energy provision for a couple of decades. He has also promoted Joint
Venture Companies like KABIL for strategic minerals , GNAL for caustic soda, which has
become a profit making venture since its commissioning.

With advance training in Queensland University of Technology, Australia, Shri. Chand
has penned few highly acclaimed books based on his years long experience on mines and
aluminium sector. One of his books titled ‘Aluminium: The Strategic Metal’ was highly :
appreciated by the industry leaders and policymakers. In second book, Aluminium: ‘The -

future metal’, has put aluminium at the centre stage of New India. The top mining and DR TAPAN KU MAR CHAN D
metal professional with successful track record of performance in coal, steel & aluminium

Sector, Dr. Tapan Kumar Chand is currently working as the President of at Vedanta, Odisha

& Chhattisgarh the second largest producer of aluminium in the World. VARINDIA in its

special edition, is honoured to recognize him as the Crown Jewels of Odisha.

HHe was the guiding (ight in
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He claims himself to be a ‘businessman by accident’. He learned to swim by throwing
himself into the sea, and managed to safely swim ashore from his sheer faith in the
human ability and a spirit for adventures. Starting a business with a loan of 2 lakhs
and a couple of trawlers, this man established himself as one of the business icons
of India. His is a tale of victory that will inspire millions.

Mr. Tara Ranjan Patnaik, born at Anandpur, comes from a family of lawyers, and is
the fourth of eight siblings. Having crossed an uneven path of education, in 1973
he moved to Cuttack and took admission at Law College to become a lawyer like
everyone in his family, but destiny had other plans for him. He strayed into business
persuaded by a friend. Though his first venture was a huge loss, he did not lose
hope. His strong will, hard work and continuous efforts shaped him into a great
business man with abundant experiences.

Starting afresh, Mr. Tara opted for the business of procuring prawns directly from
cultivators and supplying them to the exporters. Gradually, this business reached
new heights, with the name ‘Falcon Marine Exports.’ Presently his company earns
over 500 Cr turn over, providing employment to more than 5000 farmers. Though 3
Mr Tara is running three companies, as of now his focus is solely on seafood. With g
his magic mantra ‘work hard with honesty’ he is working to reach the top of the line

among the exporters of seafood in Asia.

Today Tara Ranjan Patnaik is a name to reckon with internationally as a top marine
products exporter in the country. Odisha is proud to have such a brilliant self-made
son, and with immense pleasure, VARINDIA features him as a shining Crown Jewels
of Odisha.

TARA RANJAN PATNAIK

ENTREPRENEUR
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An Adivasi by birth, deprived of education, this girl was forced to work in the mines
just for 2 rupees a week, achieved the daunting goal educating over 20,000 tribal
children within 50 years. This is not a farfetched fairy tale, but a story of a legend.
Born in the year of India’s independence (1947), she had a different notion of
freedom and independence. While other girls of her age tended goats in the fields
and worked in the mines she dared to resolve to study.

At the time, when the education of a girl child, that too in the tribal and mining
areas, was least considered, this lone woman with a fire for education and will power
brought a revolution by educating the kids and thus greatly fought child labour. She
is Tulasi Munda, popularly known as Tulasi Apa of Keonjhar District.

Tulsi, as a girl of 12 while working in mines, never gave up hope, rather her thirst
to learn increased day by day, and during 1961 brought her in proximity to great
women like Malti Chaudhary, Rama Devi, who were her idols. Then she became
absorbed in starting and running a small school in her verandah, and the journey
gradually went on to establish 17 schools, educating over 20,000 boys and girls.
She strived to make education the children’s primary goal over working in fields
and mines for meagre gains. She founded the Adivasi Vikas Samiti School providing
education up to the 10th standard and enrolling over 500 students, over half of
whom were girls.

For her sheer determination in eradicating illiteracy she was bestowed with the
Odisha Living Legend Award for excellence in Social Service and the Padma Shri
Award by the Government of India.

Here is a small token of honour to a lesser-known gem, featuring her in VARINDIA's TULASI MUNDA
Crown Jewels of Odisha campaign.

SOCIAL WORKER
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PEOPLE

Literature is one of the most interesting and significant expressions of humanity. His
excellence and devotion towards literature changed his career path from a lecturer
to a professor and finally bagging a position in the India Book of Records as the first
ever Odia professor for his exceptional research. He is an active researcher in Odia
language, literature and cultural studies. His research and publication on Sarala Das
garnered him both national and international attention.

He is Prof. (Dr.) Udayanath Sahoo, who was an Odia professor in Utkal University,
Bhubaneswar. His special emphasis is on Ancient & medieval literature, especially
on Sarala Mahabharata and the Bhagavata by Jagannath Das. With his extensive
research, he presented the first-ever comparative study on the Mahabharata and
The Shrimad Bhagavata in three regional languages (Odia, Bengali & Assamese) of
India. He has also acted as an overseas researcher on Sarala Mahabharata at Otani
University, Japan, thus creating another milestone for Odia literature.

Prof. Sahoo completed his M.A., M.Phil,, Ph.D. & D.Litt. from Utkal University, and has
over 40 years of teaching and Research experience. Presently he is the Chair Professor
of Adikabi Sarala Das chair of Odia Studies at Centre of Indian Languages, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi.

An author of 18 books, and a publisher of more than 200 research articles, distinguished
Odia writer and educationist Prof. Sahoo has won a host of Indian and international
awards for his significant contribution to Odia Literature. To name a few are Dr. Hare
Krishna Mahatab Samman, Ekamra Samman, Nikhila Odisha Pragatishila Lekhaka
Mahasangha Award, Swagatika Sahitya Sansad award, and Sarala Vyasa Bhasa
Samman. His others skills include linguistic analysis, machine translation, sound

editorial and textual criticism of palm-leaf manuscript. PRO F DR U DAYANATH SAH OO

He is distinctly recognised as a dedicated academic leader for his contributions to
Odia literature in the state. VARINDIA greets him as one of The Crown Jewels of RESEARCHER ODIA

Odisha. LITERATURE
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PEOPLE

A legendary name in the Odia film industry, he was always keen to occupy the
protagonist’s position in dramas since childhood. He has since then been a
household name in the cinema world. During higher studies, a telegram from his
friend changed his life forever. This fabulous actor earned his repute with roles in
more than 135 Odia films to his credit, playing dynamic characters, opposite to
atmost all the leading heroines. The man who has dominated the Odia film industry
for two decades is a super star and lives in every Odia’s heart.

He is Uttam Mohanty, born in the town of Baripada, Odisha, who grew up to be a
great actor. In late 1975, while pursuing Chartered Accountancy from Ludhiana
with his brother is when he had received a telegram intimating him about an
opportunity for him in the film industry. As his brother was not willing to let him
enter this field. Uttam somehow managed to convince him and luckily his first film
‘Abhimaan’ was a box office hit. He never had to look back again.

He was especially adored for his effortless naturalism in front of the camera and a
characteristic urbanity that broke free from the prototypical Odia screen hero of the
past. He went on to form successful screen pairs with many leading actresses. He
excelled in many versatile roles like romantic, action, family drama etc.

He is still active on screen with character roles in alignment with his age, and he
is performing in television serials. Along with Odia films he also holds around 30
Bengali films to his credit.

At VARINDIA we salute this legendary actor and feature him as a Crown Jewels of
Odisha.

UTTAM MOHANTY
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Committed for a Better India

SPO India is an inifiative for identifying and recognizing the efforts of
the corporates working towards CSR and Sustainability and it covers
diverse content across multisectoral issues on business responsibility.

It covers Sustainable Development, Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR), Sustainability and related issues in India. Founded in 2009, the
organization eyes to become the mouth piece of the corporate world
that offers valuable information 1o ifs readers through neutral reporting.

www.spoindia.org




Business leaders believe people are essential 1o the success of
sustainability and social initiatives. Today, sustainabillity is not just a
topic for boardroom discussion, but a critical brand differentiator.

Initiatives of the enterprises towards Sustainability in Odisha.




MAHANADI COALFIELDS LIMITED

Promoter/CEO:
Shri O P Singh, Chairman-cum-Managing Director

Address:
www.mahanadicoal.in

Jewels of Odisha

Key initiatives:

e Stadium at Jharsuguda - Construction of district
stadium and Boundary wall at Jharsuguda
including swimming pool, Volleyball ground,
Football ground, Basketball etc at Jharsuguda.

e Supply Of Drinking Water To Water Tanker To
Chingriguda Village: Supply of drinking water to
nearby villages of IB valley area through water
tankers where there is water scarcity especially
during summer season.

e Rural Electrification works: Rural Electrification
works by up gradation of additional Transformers
including aided works in 44 peripheral villages of
Lakhanpur Jharsuguda Bl.

SDG stories to share:

While focusing on sustainable energy for generations,
MCL takes environmental steps when dispatching
coal -

e Ash disposal by smoke precipitators. Covering
coal trucks by tarpaulin sheets.

e Making Lakhanpur washery for washed coal to
suppliers.

2 pipe conveyor belts made in 4 places, directly
giving coal from mine face to end user.

e During COVID, electric transfer of road delivery
orders directly to consumers, minimum human
contact.

e Coal corridors in TCF, IBVFC for coal via road
decreasing, pollution in villages near mining
areas.

MCL makes contribution to 8 SDGs for its business
performance —
e Good Health and well-being

Regular medical examination of workmen and
supervisors are conducted for detecting diseases
so that they can be treated in time

e Quality Education

[. Building confidence for employees through
effective trainings

II. Helping society members develop skills to
secure employment

e Gender Equality

I. Diversity and equal opportunity within the
organization

II. Empowerment of women through trainings
and workshops

1L Setting up homes and hostels for women and
orphans

e Clean water & Sanitation

I. Ensure access to water and sanitation for all
MCL colonies and to some nearby villages

II. Reusing the water after treatment from ETPs
for washing HEMMs

ITI.Monthly/Quarterly/ yearly testing of local
water sources

e Decent work and Economic Growth
I. Compensation to Landholders
II. Providing employment to locals

III.Generating economic growth for local
suppliers

e Affordable and Clean Energy

I. 2MW photovoltaic Solar Power plant (Captive
Power plant) at Anand Vihar

II. FY 2020-21: Solar plant contribution to
reduce carbon footprint: 12, 26,178 kgs of
CO2 (27.3 % more than previous FY)

Reduced Inequalities

Gender mix, Females in Management position.
e Responsible Consumption and Production
I. Responsible supply chain Management

II. Achieved 148.013MT of coal production in
this FY 2020-21, registering an increase of
5.45%

I11.94.34 % of the coal production is through eco-
friendly surface miners.



Key initiatives:

Various Educational Projects for sustainable
access to education: Promoting education,
sponsoring formal education of tribal children in
reputed residential schools, operating remedial
schools for the school dropout children to bring
them back to the mainstream education

Construction of toilets under Swachh Vidyalaya
Abhiyan and other activities. Ensuring
environmental sustainability, renewable energy
through:roof top solar projects

Providing employment, enhancing training to
persons with disabilities (pwds) students for their
livelihood, support for skill enhancement training
programs

Health Outreach Programme - Mobile Medical
Units, Diagnostic & Awareness Building through
Information, Education Communication (LEC)
activities

Renovation of heritage building and promotion
of art and culture and handicraft items

Innovations:

Iconic City Puri: To develop Puri as an iconic
place, some of the notable projects taken are
illumination of Jagannath temple, operation
of battery operated vehicles for cost and easy
mobility of pilgrims from Jagannatha Ballava
parking place to temple and back, installation of
video screens for information of general public,
providing clean drinking water to pilgrims, multi-
level car parking at Yatrika etc.

Swachha Bharat Mission: Overall 479 toilets
have been constructed in 227 schools of Odisha
and Andhra Pradesh, for better sanitation and
health conditions at school level. In 2017-18, 74
schools at Damanjodi and 54 schools at Angul
are provided with water supply.

SDG Stories to share: NALCO is one of the serious
followers of ESG and SDGs in its works. The Golden
Peacock award for Sustainability presented by the

Institute of Directors (IOD) stands testament to this
fact.

NALCO mines division was rated five stars for
sustainable mining by the central Ministry of
Mines, after an evaluation by the Indian Board
of Mines (IBM), all during the significant 5th
National Conclave on Mines & Minerals, Delhi.
NALCO was rewarded and recognized for
Sustainable Development Frameworks (SDFs)
indicating scientific, efficient mining, reclamation

and rehabilitation of mined areas, and socio-

environmental practices to cherish and upgrade
the peripheral environment and population skills:

SDGs followed for mining: latest technologies,
controlled, proper measures of blasting efficient,
eco-friendly equipment, minimizing air & noise
pollution, much greenery planting to filter
pollution, water sprinkling by auto-sprinklers,
100 % reuse of top soil and overburden for back
filling mined areas.

Broad Sustainability highlights -

I. Lowest cost producer of bauxite & aluminium
globally.

II. 5 star energy conservation awards (highest
star for large scale categories of energy
conservation awards)

III.Achieved O liquid discharge for industrial
effluents, ash pond overflow and waste water
treatments across operational sites

IV.INR 39.71 crores on CSR
V. 127,524 trees planted in the year
VI. Mobile health units treat 149,000 patients

VIL Installed rainwater harvesters in all major
areas

VIIL.Separate Sustainable Development Policy
SDP to monitor targets via clear Key
Performance Indicators KPIs.

NATIONAL ALUMINIUM CO. LTD. (NALCO)

Promoter/CEOQ:
Shri Sridhar Patra (Chairman-cum-MD)

Address:
www.nalcoindia.com

Jewels of Odisha
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JINDAL STEEL AND POWER LTD.

Promoter/CEOQO:
Naveen Jindal (Chairman)

Address:
www.jindalsteelpower.com

Jewels of Odisha

Key initiatives:

e All-round rural development at village in Joda

- schooling, culture, water, orphanage: Rural
Development Projects to facilitate better
accessibility to the nearby towns and ensure
hygiene in the village community. 5.5 kms of
drains and roads have been repaired/ constructed
in 8 villages and thus cumulatively 47.5 Kms of
roads and drains have been constructed across 30
villages.

Community Health, Drinking Water and
Sanitation: Integrated health nutrition project
with special focus on children and women, with
the objective of reducing IMR, MMR, Morbidities
and malnutrition amongst the target population
through awareness creation, service delivery, safe
drinking water, etc.

Promotion of Sports Art and culture: Promoting
Kick Boxing, Archery and Football among Rural
Youth

Natural Resource Management- Plantation and
Forest protection: Plantation and Forest protection

Innovations:
e JSP

Foundation, which spearheads the
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives
of Jindal Steel and Power (JSP), launched the
‘Swayamsiddh Samman’ in 2015 to recognize,
reward and nurture talent at the grassroots level.
The title of the award was changed to ‘Rashtriya
Swayamsiddh Samman’ after the concept was
taken to the national level.

JSPL collaborated with HP in creating a
telemedicine centre to provide advanced health
and medical services to the community to reduce
mortality and morbidity. The 7 Telemedicine
centres are linked to the Fortis OP Jindal Hospital
at Raigarh, Chhattisgarh.

Vatsalya project: With an objective to improve
maternal & child health, the Vatsalya project
is being implemented in three States

girls_.through

Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Odisha covering
61 villages. The project is being spearheaded by
the community-based village women volunteers
called the Swasthaya Sanginis who work on
safe motherhood, early child care & vaccination,
adolescent health care, family planning and
contraception, awareness on health and hygiene
among the community and children.

Kishori Express: an anaemia control programme
that aims at improving-the health of adolescent
regular haemoglobin check-
up, awareness creation, as well as nutrition
supplementation.

Asha — The Hope O P lJindal Rehabilitation and
Vocational Center, started.in August 2009 works
for the rehabilitation and empowerment of
persons with disabilities, particularly people in the
formative age group.

SDG Stories to share: JSPL is the signatory to the
World Steel Sustainable Development Charter,
2015 and is also a Climate Action member with
the World Steel Association. It has set up a Health,
Safety, CSR and Environment (HSCE) Committee,
which meets once every quarter to address and
assess the social and environmental performance
of our Company.

OP Jindal Hospital and Research Centre strives
to provide accessible and affordable top-class
healthcare services to the lowest rung of the
society and community around Raigarh. It has
super specialities in Cardiac Sciences, Ortho &
Joint Replacement, Renal Sciences, Neuroscience,
Gastro sciences, Mother and Child care, which are
backed by a range of Multi-specialties. In 2018-
19, more than 6000 patients were treated at the
hospital with around 60,000 patients visiting for
OPD treatment.

After the announcement of COVID-19 lockdown,
JSPL launched the ‘Mission Zero Hunger’
programme in all operational states including
Delhi, reaching out to half a million beneficiaries
through cooked food and dry ration.

.
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Hindalco in Odisha

Hindalco’s new age smelters at Aditya (Odisha)
operating on state-of-the-art AP36 technology
have not only resulted in expansion of its capacities
but also improved cost-efficiency of its operations.
These smelters have their own captive power plants
and source alumina from Utkal, its 100 % subsidiary
located at Rayagada.

Utkal Alumina (Odisha) is a world class refinery with
one of the. lowest cost structures in the world. The
bauxite for Utkal is sourced from Baphlimali mines
by an 18 kilometer long conveyor, one of its kind
in the world. Hindalco’s facilities also include an
aluminium smelter and an aluminium FRP facility (for
rolled products, extrusions products and wire rods)
at Hirakud (Odisha) with a captive power plant and
coal mine, and alumina refinery at Muri (Jharkhand).

CSR & Sustainability initiatives of Hindalco in
Odisha:

Hindalco reaches out to more than 5 lakh people
annually in 04 districts of Odisha. It touches 2,84,000
lives across 272 villages and 05 municipal councils.
Aditya Birla through Hindalco has ploughed in
2507.30 lakhs to help make a difference to the lives
of the underprivileged in Odisha.

Health Care

e More than 41257 people benefitted through
health awareness camps. Providing doorstep
health care services to more than 34855 people
of 78 villages and 5 municipal councils through
Mobile Health Units.

e Addressing health needs of 35000 population
annually through 30 bedded multi-specialty Utkal
Hospital with extended 50 bedded extension
summing up to 80 Bed, Nuapada Health Centers,
and Mines OPD.

e An IT enabled Vision Care Centre at Aditya
Aluminium serving more than 10000 people.

Education

e Infrastructure support to 122 Govt High
Schools of Rayagada, Kalahandi, Koraput &
Sambalpur under Mo-School 5T — High School
Transformation Program of Govt. of Odisha

e Aditya Birla Public School at Utkal Alumina
extends senior secondary level education to
882 students with 100 % results. 56 % of the
students belong to the Community. 54%
students are SC, ST & OBC.

Sustainable Livelihoods

e Waste Land Development Initiative “Project
WADI enhancing income of 424 Tribal Families
through Fruit Orchard and 76 landless through
Goat Rearing.

e Project Sugandha prospers the lives of 302
Farmers who are cultivating Lemon Grass in
459 acres and in 49 villages.

e Conserving 4.07 million M3 water beyond fence
through integrated watershed development
program “ Jal Sanchaya”

Village Infrastructure

e Construction of 19 check dams, 8 WHS, 30528
Trenches and 17 Ponds, 80,000 Staggered
Trench while conserving 191234.77 m3 of
water at Utkal Alumina beyond the fence.

e 180576 M3 water conserved at Aditya Alumina
beyond fence through 48 ponds

Stories to share: At Hindalco, sustainability takes
prime position. A Sustainability Board, comprising
the top leadership team at Hindalco, under the
leadership of the Managing Director oversees the
company’s sustainability efforts.

Hindalco is part of Dow Jones Sustainable Indices
2021, in DJSI Corporate Sustainable Assessment
Rankings and is the only aluminium company
globally to be in this list. It has earned 100th
percentile in 3 aspects of ESG - climate strategy,
environmental & social reporting, water risks,
waste management, resource consumption etc.
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HINDALCO INDUSTRIES LIMITED

Promoter/CEOQ:
Kumar Mangalam Birla (Chairman)

Address:
www.hindalco.com

Jewels of Odisha

117



118

mduﬂﬂ

TATA STEEL LTD.

Promoter/CEOQ:
Ratan N Tata (Emeritus Chairman)

Address:
www.tatasteel.com

Jewels of Odisha

Key initiatives:

Establishing Eye Hospital in Ganjam: A
100-bedded super-speciality eye hospital set up
in partnership with Sankara Eye Hospital was
inaugurated at Samarjhola provides modern eye
care services to the people of Ganjam and nearby
districts of Odisha that provides modern eye care
services to the people of Ganjam and nearby
districts of Odisha.

Model Schools Project: Tata Steel is committed to
constructing 30 Model Schools in different Non-
EB (Educationally Backward) blocks in the state
as part of its social responsibility initiatives.

Livelihoods intervention for - tribal women:
Tata Steel partnered with CInl (Collectives for
Integrated Livelihood Initiative) for livelihood
interventions in Bamnipal in Keonjhar district of
Odisha (India) to create self-reliant farmers and
smart villages.

Sports Training (Under-10 football coaching etc):
Three years back, Tata Steel Rural Development
Society took an initiative to run under-10 football
coaching centres in different locations in Odisha
to identify raw talent from the hinterland.

Innovations:

#RestoreTodayForTomorrow: The goal of this
campaign is to join hands as a community
and support the UN Decade 2021-2030 for
#EcosystemRestoration by preventing, halting
and reversing the damage.

Environment Day 2022: The theme for World
Environment Day 2022 is “Only One Earth” with
the focus on “Living Sustainably in Harmony with
Nature”. The campaign advocates transformative
environmental change on a global scale, from
sustainable fashion to climate crisis to fighting
pollution.

#QuitSingleUsePlastic: The Quit Plastic Campaign
journey was started from last year’s World
Environment Day hosted by India, which had the
theme of Beat Plastic Pollution World-wide.

Stories to share:

e Developing high strength steels, offering new

solutions in the construction and retail segment
are a few of Tata Steel’s initiatives towards
resource efficiency. It has been using Life Cycle
Assessment (LCA) to evaluate the environmental
impact of its products considering its various life
cycle stages. It believes LCA approach is a holistic
and scientific way of understanding a product’s

environmental impacts across its value chain and
therefore plans to cover 100 % of our products

under LCA.

Tata Steel is one of the first companies in India
to have endorsed the recommendations of Task
Force on Climate-related. Financial Disclosures
(TCFD). It is continually strengthening its
production processes, supply chains, internal
governance, disclosures, and policy advocacy to
facilitate a transition to a lower carbon future.

Tata Steel has identified 4 strategic objectives
with long term goals and action plans as part of
Climate Action strategy. Based on global scenarios
on technology, government policy, consumer
behavior and company’s asset configuration, its
decarbonisation strategy is set out in three-time
horizons — Short term (By 2025), Medium Term
(By 2030) and Long term (2030-2050).

Tata Steel launched its Biodiversity Policy in
2016 aimed at integrating biodiversity into its
business ecosystem for enabling a greener future.
The policy is a public commitment to conserve,
enhance and restore biodiversity in its present
and prospective areas of operation and across
supply chain including the upstream raw material
mining sites, the manufacturing plant sites and
downstream processing units.

-



Key initiatives:

Aarogya Vedanta Hospital Mobile Health Unit
(MHU): Vedanta set up its Mobile Health Unit
services in the year 2006 in Lanjigarh, regarded to
be amongst the most isolated regions of India. It
brought drastic change in the area. Initially only
18 to 20 villages were covered, but since 2008
more than 60 villages are being covered.

Yuva Pragati Kendra: In order to streamline and
pay more attention for improving employability
of youths through systematic training, Vedanta
has created Yuva Pragati Kendra. The centre aims
to counsel the youths from the vicinity and fill the
skill gap through training/ coaching in English,
Maths, General Awareness and Personality
Development.

Mid-Day Meal Programme: The project aims to
ensure right to food and right to education to
1 million children of disadvantaged section of
society from across the country studying in the
class I to VIIIL.

Innovations:

Carbon Forum at Vedanta #Race2Zero: The
Carbon Forum has been tasked with developing
and overseeing the implementation of Vedanta’s
carbon mitigation and adaptation approach.

RuBaRu: a business partner engagement program
launched at Hindustan Zinc Limited (HZL,
Vedanta’s subsidiary) with an aim to establish a
safe and productive environment at job sites by
improving the execution capability of Vedanta’s
business partners. The program was initiated with
Accenture as its consulting agency.

SDG Stories to share:

Vedanta is working to improve our processes
and capabilities so that we can achieve net zero
emissions by 2050 and help India meet its 2070
promise. To achieve net zero emissions by 2050,
Vedanta will ensure:

Absolute GHG emissions reduction
reduction by 2030 and Net zero by 2050)

(25%

GHG emissions intensity reduction (20% GHG
intensity reduction by 2025 from FY’21 baseline)

Increase in Round-The-Clock (or equivalent) RE
(500 MW by 2025

2.5 GW by 2030)
LMV decarbonization (50% LMVs to be
decarbonized by 2025
100 % to be decarbonized by 2030)
Mining fleet decarbonization (75% of total

mining fleet to be decarbonized by 2035, and

100 % to be decarbonized by 2050)

Vedanta is committed to providing resources to
manage its water systems and ensure that this
vital resource is preserved for future generations.
Its goal is to —

Achieve water positivity (Water positivity ratio of
>1 by 2030)

Water recycling rate (Increase in recycling rate to
achieve water positivity)

Water related category 4/5 level events (Continue
to ensure Zero category 4 and 5 incidents related
to water)

Vedanta follows the International Council on
Mining and Metals mitigation hierarchy - an
internationally recognized approach designed to
help limit the impacts of development projects on
biodiversity and ecosystem services. It is member
of the India Business & Biodiversity Initiative.
Additionally, HZL is part of IUCN’s — Leaders
for Nature program and Zinc International has
worked extensively to ensure that it meets its
No Net Loss principles. Vedanta is committed
to minimizing its biodiversity impact through
measures like its Biodiversity management plan
(BMP) for NNL/NPI and Increase in habitat
restoration.

VEDANTA Limited

Promoter/CEO:
Sunil Duggal (Whole-time Director & CEO)

Address:
www.vedantalimited.com

Jewels of Odisha
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Ms. Rachana Panda (Vice President & Country Group
Head, Communications, Public Affairs, Sustainability
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BAYER INDIA

and CSE)

Address:
www.bayer.in

Jewels of Odisha

Contributing to sustainable development is a core
element of Bayer’s corporate strategy. Guided by
the vision “Health for all, Hunger for none”, Bayer
promotes inclusive growth and responsible use
of resources to help people and the planet thrive.
Bayer in India has undertaken and supported several
initiatives to create a sustainable growth ecosystem.

BAYER’S SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVES IN
ODISHA

Unique Better Life farming initiative and its ~

impact in Odisha

Bayer’s Better Life Farming Alliance (BLFA) initiative
supports Agri-entrepreneurs from the farming
community to provide smallholder farmers with
access to Agri-inputs, crop advisories, sustainable
Agri solutions like irrigation best practices, and new
technologies to support aggregation of agricultural
produce for improved market linkages.

e In Odisha, 220 Better Life Farming Centres have
been established along with 150 model farms.
It acts as a last-mile delivery solution to provide
farmers of Odisha with access to high-quality
agricultural inputs, services, and training needed
to enable capacity building and increase income

e 70,000 smallholder farmers are taking benefits
from these BLF centers

e Bayer, along with its BLF partners, is aiming to
connect more than 4 lakh farmers to BLF centers

Bringing down water usage in farming

Paddy cultivation requires a huge amount of
water and Bayer has conceptualized “The ‘Rice
Sustainability Initiative’” which promotes the
adoption of environmentally effective technologies
& sustainable practices to reduce GHG emissions
through; direct-seeded rice (DSR), Alternate
wetting and drying method (AWD), drip irrigation,
conservative tillage, and laser levelling.

For faster adoption of Direct Seeded Rice
(DSR) among paddy growers of Odisha, IRRI in

collaboration with Govt of Odisha has started a
project on “Mechanized Direct Seeded Rice with
Gender inclusiveness” in Odisha. IRRI has partnered
with Bayer for the co-development and scale-up of
DSR in Odisha. The project is currently running in the
districts of Mayurbhanj, Puri, and Bhadrak.

The potential impact of this project

e Social well-being: Provide training to the farmers
for implementation of newer technologies in
the farmland thus increasing their resilience to
climate-related uncertainties. This, directly and
indirectly, has a positive effect on the economy of
the nearby population.

e Environmental well-being: Reducing GHG
emissions thus contributes to environmental well-
being without causing any negative impact on
the surrounding environment.

e Economic well-being: Assist in increasing the
income of the farmers thus this will improve their
lifestyle.

e Technological well-being: Promote  water
management and GHGs reduction technologies
such as DSR with an adjusted water management
system, laser levelling, etc. among the farmer
communities.

Working with Odisha government to improve
access to healthcare

Learning from the challenges faced during the
recent COVID pandemic, Bayer has decided to equip
government hospitals with oxygen plants to meet
any future eventuality as part of its CSR initiative.
Under this initiative, an oxygen plant has been set
up in Odisha.

e Bayer has set up a 500 LPM Capacity Oxygen
Plant at SDH Rairakhol in the Sambalpur district
of Odisha

e The Oxygen Plant will help supply 93-95 % Pure
Medical Oxygen to 100 beds

e The plant will allow the hospital to also run
coronary care units (CCU), intensive care units
(ICU) & Operation Theatres (OT) in the future.
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Key initiatives:

Maternal Child Health, Free Check-Up treatment,
Paediatric Health Camp, Reference of Serious
Patient in Rayagada

Food Processing Training,
Entrepreneurship, Development training

Tailoring,

Green School Program and Digital Literacy: This
project is divided into two parts-

. Digital Literacy training will impart and aware the

basic digital and computer literacy, to interested
village youth.

. Green School Program is designed to aware the

school children with sustainable and green
initiatives in Rayagada. The theme of the
program that is awareness to the teachers of the
school, action (air quality, waste management,
biodiversity, water conservation and energy
efficiency) and award through certificate and
Green building certification by Indian Green
Building Council.

Women Empowerment: Illiterate women were
enabled to become literate through Adult
Education. Subsequently they are organized in to
Self Help Groups.

Uthan and Samabridhi: 30 Illiterate adult women
per batch are enrolled in 25 Community Based
Centers twice a year and are motivated for SHG
formation

Innovations:

Social Farm Forestry program: Under this program,
JKPL has sustained its efforts for increasing the
green cover within 200 Km area from its plant
sites. It has helped in planting close to 465,000
acres of land under this programme that not
just helps in greening the environment but also
provide livelihood to marginal farmers. It has
helped in creating livelihood opportunities for
over 75,000 farmers.

JKPL has obligations towards the society in the
following areas —

Women Empowerment
Community Healthcare
Holistic Education
Youth Engagement
Sustainable Farming

Sustainable Environment

SDG Stories to share:

e JKPL is certified for FSC COC/CW & FSC FM
certificates, which indicates that the company -

is using wood from responsible forestry and well
managed group plantation.

JKPL has been able to upgrade and bring in
modern technology and processes at grass-root
levels to help safeguard the environment as well.
Technology has been upgraded both in pulping
and paper manufacturing. By adding PM 6 at
unit JKPM, JKPL has been able to bring down the
water, energy and fibre consumption.

Green Power generated is contributing 44%
of total power consumption at unit JKPM thus
reducing dependency on Fossil fuels. The unit
has received over 30,000 RECs in past 1 year for
generating power by using steam produced by
biomass and is the first such power project in
Odisha.

As part of its Responsible Sourcing Policy,
JKPL commits to avoid any sourcing with
companies that are implementing or linked
with unacceptable forest practices and aims to
continually increase sourcing of Reclaimed and/or
FSC certified material. JKPL also does not permit
illegal harvesting and selling of wood, harvesting
in violation of traditional or civil rights, harvesting
from areas that have been declared as high
conservation value forests, Converting of forest
regions into man managed plantations or non-
forest uses and Planting and Growing genetically
modified trees.

J KPAPER LTD.

Promoter/CEO:
Bharat Hari Singhania (Chairman)

Address:
www.jkpaper.com
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ORISSA MINING CORPORATION (OMC)

Promoter/CEO:

Deoranjan Kumar Singh (Chairman)

Address:
https://omcltd.in/
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Key initiatives:

As per the Action Plan, OMC has identified two
of its mines—Gandhamardan, and Kodingamali
to take up Comprehensive Development of
peripheral villages as a best practice under
periphery development.

Healthcare in periphery village: Healthcare
facilities and medicine for the periphery villages
of Bangur Mines areas, under the region of
Gandhamardhan, the Dubna Mines areas under
Barbil Region, Daitari Region.

Promotion of Education: Financial support for
promotion of education to St.Maryss Odia High
School in Joda, DPS School Daitari, engagement
of school bus for periphery village school students,
Financial assistance to Madhusudan Library,
Cuttack

22 Infrastructural Projects in and around
Gandhamardhan Mines amounting to Rs.1.84
Crores were sanctioned, out of which Rs. 96.85
Lakhs has been released this current year with
cumulative release till date standing at Rs. 1.84
Crores.

Innovations:

OMC has undertaken various projects for
promotion of education and skill development
of people living in communities near OMCs
operations —

OMC is working in collaboration with the State
Government onthe construction of Model Schools.
It has been committed to the construction of 25
model schools (Adarsh Vidyalaya).

OMC has also collaborated with the State
Government and supported for the infrastructure
development of 1556 schools under Mo School
Abhiyan of the State.

In the area of Sports, OMC has committed a
contribution for 5 years from (2017-18 to 2021-
22) for immediate & long-term development of
Hockey in India.

For restoration of wildlife ecotourism, financial

assistance of Rs.1.44 Crores was sanctioned for
repairing and renovation of the eco-tourism
complexes at Chilika Division.

SDG Stories to share:

e Embracing Business Excellence (BE) through
Continual Improvement Programs (CIP), the
Corporation has launched two parallel initiatives
for employees namely Sahbhagita and Quality
Circles in order to embrace Business Excellence.

_e OMC responded --swiftiy to onslaught of the

pandemic by donating more than Rs.500.00
Crores to Chief Minister Relief Fund (CMRF) for
effectively combating COVID-19 in the state.
OMC has supported with Rs.90.18 Crores towards
setting up and management of 10 hospitals in 8
districts (Puri, Dhenkanal, Kalahandi, Kandhamal,
Bolangir, Mayurbhanj, Cuttack & Khurdha) for
1205 General Beds, 263 HDU beds, 240 ICU Beds.

e OMC’s Mining operations at leasehold areas in
Gandhamardan A&B, Daitari, South-Kaliapani,
Sukurangi, Kurmitar, Bangur, Kodingamali, Guali,
Jilling Langalota, and Tiringpahar are being
carried out in accordance with the necessary
statutory compliances and by monitoring of all
environmental components such as air, water
(surface and ground), wastewater, soil, and noise.

e As per SDF mandate of IBM, OMC has to meet
5% of its energy consumption from renewable
sources. Going beyond this mandate OMC has
been striving to meet 10 % of its demand through
renewable sources.

e OMC commissioned 200 KWp of solar power
plants across various sites in FY2021-22. OMC’s
current renewable installed capacity stands at
1.435 MWp. OMC’s renewable energy production
has increased by about 16 % in FY22 as compared
to FY21, and OMC has been able to generate 763
MWh (i.e.3.3% of total electricity consumed)
electricity from renewable sources.
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Key initiatives:

Construction of 50 Additional Class Rooms
through District Administration, Koraput: The
Division has taken up projects for construction
of 50 Additional Class Rooms (ACRs) in 50 Govt.
Schools in four different Blocks of Koraput District
i.e. Koraput, Semiliguda, Nandapur and Potangi.

Sinking of 14 Tube well in the adopted villages
through District Administration Koraput: The
Division has sunk 14 numbers of hand pump Tube
well in the adopted villages of HAL, Sunabeda.

Installation of Bio-toilet in Public places: The
Division had installed 16 units (Two seater) of
Bio-toilet in the public places of nearby villages /
areas in Semiliguda

Construction of School Toilets: The Division is
constructing 13 toilet units in the nearby Govt.
Schools as part of Swachh Bharat Mission in
Semiliguda

Installation of solar based LED Traffic Signals
through Sunabeda Municiaplity: The Division
had installed 03 solar based LED traffic signals at
NAC traffic post, Semiliguda gate and Semiliguda
traffic post

Innovations:

Under CSR, HAL has taken up the rejuvenation of
Kumudvathi River in Tumkur District, Karnataka
State, in association with the International
Association for Human Values (IAHV), an NGO.
About 25000 saplings have been planted in the
catchment area to increase the water retention.
The project is set to be completed in the year
2019 and has received the following recognition
and awards

Stories to share:

Several initiatives and measures have been
undertaken over the past few years to reduce the
impact of HAL’s operations on environment.

Water

The Company has installed Rain Water Harvesting

(RWH) systems at all its locations. Suitable
buildings are identified and RWH systems are put
in place to collect and store the rain water. The
stored rain water is used for gardening and other
non-potable uses.

The Company actively promotes water
conservation by taking effective measures like
arresting of leakages, spreading awareness, etc.

The Company ensures that its operations do not
pollute the environment. Sewage and Effluent

Treatment Plants are installed and the treated

water is used for gardening and other non-potable
uses. All the operations of the Company are in full
compliance with the local Pollution Control Board
norms.

Plantation of tree saplings is a continuous activity.
Many Divisions of the Company located in cities
such as Bangalore, Lucknow, Hyderabad provide
green lung space in an otherwise concrete jungle.

Energy

e Energy Conservation is an ongoing effort in HAL’s

operations. HAL has implemented several energy
conservation measures down the years which has
resulted in lowering the energy intensity of the
operations.

A 3.5 MW Solar Power Plant is installed at HAL
Airport, Bangalore during 2015-16. The power
plant has a single-axis tracking mechanism which
enhances the power generation and avoids glare
for the landing Aircraft.

Waste

As part of Municipal Solid Waste (MSD)
Management activity, two units of Organic Waste
Converters (OWCs) were installed at the Senior
Officers Quarters in Bangalore. The OWC converts
kitchen and other organic waste into garden
manure. It is a step towards achieving zero waste
disposals in the townships.

HINDUSTAN AERONAUTICS LIMITED (HAL)

Promoter/CEOQ:
Shri C.B. Ananthakrishnan (Director - Finance & CFO with

Addl. Charge of Chairman and Managing Director)

Address:
https://hal-india.co.in/
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Connection” Zindagi Ka

DELIVERING INTEGRATED
DIGITAL CAPABILITIES

With a rich legacy in manufacturing and distribution of OFCs, Copper Cables, Hybrid cables and E-
2-E Passive Networking portfolio, Polycab Telecom, a division of Polycab India Ltd., has emerged
as a top-tier full-service Telecom EPC player that Designs, Develops, Builds and Manages large-
scale digital-infra projects.

Partnering in India’s digital journey and working for BharatNet, world's largest rural broadband
project,we've laid 20,000+ kms of OFCs and lit up 4,775+ Gram Panchayats in Gujarat and Bihar in
record-time, which is set to transform millions of lives with Internet connectivity, CCTV
Surveillance, Tele-medicine, Online education, E-farming and digital accessibility to varied
governmental schemes.

Contact:

€ +9198715 80200 KX info.teleccom@polycab.com &= www.polycab.com/telecom
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' Health for All

Hunger for None

What drives us is creating a better life for everyone.
Guided by our vision: “Health for All, Hunger for None”,
we promote inclusive and sustainable growth

through innovation. We have been advancing agriculture

and healthcare in India for more than 125 years to create
a better future for all

Wi Science for a better life

www.bayer.in



