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Utkal Gouraba
MADHUSUDAN DAS

The Architect of Modern Odisha, Champion of Unity,
and Advocate for Justice

Madhusudan Das (28 April 1848 - 4 February 1934) stands as one of Odisha’s most revered figures, whose extraordinary
contributions shaped the linguistic, social, and cultural identity of the region. Known by many names—Utkal Gouraba
(Pride of Utkal), Kulabruddha (Grand Old Man), and Madhu Babu—he was a lawyer, social reformer, and a pioneer in the
fight for Odisha’s unification and development.

Born in Satyabhamapur in Cuttack district, Das was the first Odia to earn Bachelor’s, Master’s, and LL.B degrees, and he
went on to achieve prominence as an ace lawyer. Despite his privileged zamindar family background, he broke tradition,
converting to Christianity in 1868—a bold move that underscored his resolve for individual freedom and reform. His
career spanned many fields, but his enduring legacy lies in his efforts to unite Odia-speaking regions fragmented under
different administrations, leading to the establishment of Odisha as a separate province on 1 April 1936, two years after his
death.

In 1903, Das founded Utkal Sammilani, a socio-cultural organization that became a driving force for Odisha’s unification
and development. The movement gained momentum under his leadership, transforming from scattered local efforts into
a structured campaign for linguistic and cultural identity. Facing resistance, including the British Rajs outright ban on
Odia language in some districts, he provided the leadership needed to ensure the movement’s seriousness and institutional
acceptance. It was his determination and oratory skill that rallied diverse communities, giving them a shared vision of an
undivided Odisha.

A visionary reformer, Das recognized the intersection between governance and social well-being. He was instrumental in
raising issues of public health in the Central Legislative Assembly, spotlighting cholera outbreaks and inadequate health-
care provisions in rural Odisha. His advocacy for scientific intervention and medical outreach highlighted the needs of
impoverished and superstitious rural populations, addressing neglect by colonial authorities.

Madhusudan Das also championed women’s rights in an era steeped in patriarchy. Notably, he mentored Sudhanshubala
Hazra, India’s first woman lawyer, and successfully argued her case in the Patna High Court in 1921, enabling her entry
into the legal profession. This victory epitomized his commitment to gender equality and his broader fight for justice and

equity.

An accomplished writer and poet, Das used his literary prowess to instill patriotism and social awareness, with works like
Utkal Santan, Jati Itihash, and Jananira Ukti resonating with deep nationalist fervor. His eloquence in both speech and
writing inspired generations of Odias and leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and B.R. Ambedkar, who admired his philanthro-
py and advocacy for marginalized communities.

Madhusudan Das passed away in 1934 at the age of 85, leaving behind an enduring legacy of resilience, reform, and unity.
As the architect of modern Odisha, his contributions remain a beacon for those who strive for progress and justice. Every
year on his birthday, celebrated as Lawyers’ Day in Odisha, his life and work are commemorated as a source of inspiration
for the state and the nation.
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PREFACE

DR. DEEPAK KUMAR SAHU

Founder & Editor-in-Chief
Kalinga Digital Media Pvt. Ltd.

Jewels of Odisha
A Celebration ot Excellence

Odisha, located on India’s eastern coast, is rapidly emerging as one of the nation’s fastest-growing economies. Renowned for its rich cul-
tural heritage and natural resources, the state is undergoing a transformative journey, leveraging strategic planning, industrial growth,
and infrastructural advancements to redefine its economic trajectory.

Odisha is a vibrant cultural hub, offering a unique blend of history, tradition, and architectural brilliance. From the ancient rock-cut
cave temples at Udayagiri and Khandagiri to the iconic Jagannath Temple in Puri, the state showcases its millennia-old legacy. Odisha
is home to several UNESCO World Heritage Sites, including the awe-inspiring Konark Sun Temple, or the “Black Pagoda,” a marvel
of medieval engineering and artistry. These timeless monuments, coupled with Odisha’s vibrant festivals and intricate craftsmanship,
attract global travelers eager to immerse themselves in its unparalleled cultural richness.

Odisha’s industrial prowess is anchored by its vast mineral wealth, including coal, iron ore, bauxite, and chromite. These resources form
the backbone of India’s metallurgical industries, with Odisha emerging as a leading producer of steel and aluminum. Global players
like Tata Steel, Vedanta, and Jindal Steel have established a robust presence in the state, driving significant investments in mining and
metallurgical sectors. This industrial base not only bolsters Odisha’s GDP but also creates a ripple effect across ancillary industries.

Bhubaneswar, the state capital, is evolving into a dynamic IT and education hub, attracting start-ups and multinational IT companies.
Flagship initiatives like the Odisha Start-Up Policy and the development of IT investment parks have cultivated an ecosystem condu-
cive to innovation and entrepreneurship. The city is leveraging tech-centric policies and a burgeoning talent pool from its educational
institutions to position itself as a key player in India’s digital economy.

Odisha’s diverse tourism offerings are driving a surge in domestic and international visitors. From the spiritual allure of the Jagannath
Temple in Puri to serene beaches, verdant wildlife sanctuaries, and eco-tourism hotspots, the state’s tourism portfolio is vast. The gov-
ernment’s aggressive investment in tourism infrastructure, including eco-tourism projects, is unlocking the sector’s untapped potential,
making Odisha a prominent destination for experiential travel.

The Odisha government has implemented progressive policies to enhance the ease of doing business and attract global investments.
Landmark initiatives like the Odisha Industrial Development Plan and single-window clearance systems have streamlined bureaucratic
processes, ensuring investor-friendly governance. As a result, Odisha consistently ranks among the top states in India’s Ease of Doing
Business index, reflecting its commitment to fostering an investor-centric environment.

Odisha’s growth strategy is built on a diversified economic framework spanning renewable energy, IT, tourism, and heavy industries.
This multi-sectoral approach ensures resilience and positions Odisha as a model for sustainable development in India. The state’s for-
ward-looking policies and strategic investments are paving the way for a future-ready economy.

As Odisha ushers in a new political era under Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi, the government faces high expectations to deliver
on its promises. January 2025 is pivotal, with the state hosting marquee events like Pravasi Bharatiya Divas and the Utkarsh Odisha
Investors’ Conclave. These initiatives aim to bolster Odisha’s economic and cultural profile while showcasing its governance capabilities.

Amid this transformative phase, the release of Jewels of Odisha is both timely and symbolic. The book delves into the state’s excep-
tional heritage, intellectual contributions, and the impact of Odias across India, highlighting Odisha’s cultural and intellectual wealth.
It captures the essence of a state brimming with history, innovation, and boundless potential, serving as a testament to its growing
prominence in India’s story.

Jewels of Odisha 1
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Achievers

kshita Bhanj Deo is a dynamic social entrepreneur and the

Director of The Belgadia Palace and its philanthropic arm, The

Mayurbhanj Foundation. With a background in Political Science

and Human Rights, Akshita brings over a decade of experience in
social impact, philanthropy, and media to her work. She is deeply committed
to the transformative power of tourism as a vehicle for social change and
has been at the helm of creating a roadmap for sustainable development in
Odisha’s largest district, Mayurbhanj.

Born into the royal Bhanja dynasty of Odisha, Akshita traces her heritage
through her grandmother, daughter of the late King Tribhuvan of Nepal.
In 2016, she returned to India after her graduation from Bard College, New
York, and alongside her sister, Princess Mrinalika Bhanj Deo, she began the
remarkable transformation of their ancestral property, Belgadia Palace,
into a modern boutique hotel. The palace, which opened as a hotel in 2019,
has become a leading example of sustainable tourism, promoting the arts,
culture, sports, education, and conservation.

Akshita’'s passion for social impact is evident through her association with
The Mayurbhanj Foundation, where she aims to positively impact 100,000
lives in the next decade by scaling local nonprofits to create livelihoods and
improve development indicators. A proud TedX speaker and Net Zero Fellow,
Akshita is a nominee for the HT 30 under 30 cohort and was recently awarded
the CNBC She Shakti Award in 2023.

Her work has garnered significant recognition, with Travel + Leisure South
Asia honoring the Belgadia Palace with the Community Champion Award
(2022) and TIME Magazine naming it among the “100 Greatest Places in the
World"” to visit in 2023. Akshita’s expertise in international development has
led to features in BBC, YourStory, and Conde Nast Traveller, making her a
respected voice in sustainable tourism and social entrepreneurship.

Champion of Sustainable Tourism and
Social Impact

Jewels of Odisha
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Justice A.K. Patnaik

Judiciary
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Achievers

ustice Ananga Kumar Patnaik stands as a beacon of excellence,
integrity, and commitment to justice. Hailing from Odisha, his
remarkable career hasleft alastingimprint on Indian jurisprudence,
inspiring generations with his tireless pursuit of fairness.

Educated at Rajkumar College, Raipur, he graduated with honors in
political science from the University of Delhi and earned his law degree from
Madhusudan Law College, Cuttack. Beginning his legal journey in 1974, he
quickly gained prominence as an advocate, specializing in constitutional
and commercial law.

In 2002, Justice Patnaik returned to Odisha as a judge of the Orissa
High Court, where he became the senior-most puisne judge and Executive
Chairman of the Orissa State Legal Services Authority. His work expanded
access to justice for marginalized communities, showcasing his deep
empathy and commitment to social equity. Justice Patnaik went on to serve
as Chief Justice of the High Courts of Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh
before being appointed to the Supreme Court in 2009. His tenure on the
apex court was marked by landmark rulings, including the disqualification
of convicted legislators and the ambitious interlinking of rivers project,
reflecting his visionary approach to societal progress.

Despite his national-level contributions, Justice Patnaik's heart remains
rooted in Odisha. His pro-poor judgments and leadership in legal services
have become a source of immense pride for the state. His legacy inspires
countless Odia youths to pursue excellence in law and public service.

Justice Ananga Kumar Patnaik’s life exemplifies resilience, wisdom, and
dedication, standing as a powerful testament to Odisha’s rich heritage and
its potential to shape the nation’s future.

QOdisha’s Trailblazer of Justice and
Integrity

NREEAKIIKRATL 02T

J,

Jewels of Odisha 17



Anil Dhir

Literature & Heritage

Trailblazing
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Achievers

orn in Cuttack in 1961, Anil Dhir embodies the spirit of relentless

pursuit—whether in literature, aviation, cultural preservation, or

social advocacy. His academic journey, marked by three master’s

degrees from Utkal University, reflects an insatiable thirst for
knowledge. A student of Stewart School, his early curiosity blossomed into
remarkable achievements.

A licensed private pilot, Dhir honed his flying skills at the Bhubaneswar
Flying Club, blending his adventurous spirit with a passion for exploration.
His travels to Odisha’s tribal and coastal heartlands have earned him the
moniker of a “confluence hunter,” symbolizing his unique ability to connect
places, people, and history.

Dhir’s literary brilliance comes alive in “Confluences: Journeys into the
Heart and Soul of Odisha,” a vibrant account of the state’s cultural richness.
As a life member and coordinator of INTACH, he has dedicated himself to
safeguarding India’s architectural and historical legacy. Among his standout
endeavors is the Jagannath Sadak Yatra, where he retraced the ancient
Kolkata-to-Puri pilgrimage route on a bullock cart—a vivid demonstration
of his commitment to historical preservation. A prolific writer, Dhir's works
traverse themes of heritage, politics, and environmental stewardship.
Notable titles such as “The Romance of the Rarities” and the forthcoming
“Iron and Steal: The Mining Scam” showcase his breadth. His meticulous
research on INA veteran Laxmi Panda also highlights his pursuit of justice
and forgotten narratives.

Beyond writing, Dhir shines as a philatelist, photographer,
environmentalist, and education reform advocate. His heartfelt plea for
elevating India’s education system at the Vaishvik Hindu Rashtra Mahotsav
reveals a vision rooted in tradition and innovation. Anil Dhir’s journey is an
inspiring tapestry of exploration, intellect, and advocacy—a life dedicated to
preserving history while championing progress. His unwavering dedication
to Odisha’s heritage continues to inspire generations.

A Multifaceted Luminary
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Dr. Antaryami Mishra

Odia Language & Culture

Trailblazing
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Achievers

ntaryami Mishra, a revered scholar, author, and researcher from

Dhenkanal, has devoted over five decades to championing the

Odia language and the rich Jagannath culture. His unyielding

passion for preserving Odisha’s heritage has earned him accolades,
including the prestigious Padma Shri in 2023 and the President’s Certificate
of Honour in 2019.

Among Mishra'smanyaccomplishments, his pivotal roleinsecuring classical
language status for Odia in 2014 stands as a monumental achievement,
galvanizing Odias worldwide. His book Odia — Eka Sastriya Bhasa (Odia: A
Classical Language), published in 2013, meticulously chronicles the evolution
and grandeur of Odia, cementing its rightful place in India’s cultural tapestry.

With animpressive portfolio of 37 authored books, many integral to Odisha’s
academic curriculum, Mishra has become a literary luminary whose works
nurture young minds. His profound devotion to Lord Jagannath resonates in
his landmark writings like Purushottam Jagannath and Darubrahma Nkara
Nabakalebara, illuminating the spiritual essence of Odisha's culture. For
Mishra, the twin pillars of Odia language and Jagannath culture define the
soul of Odia society.

An advocate for mother-tongue education, Mishra aligns his vision with
the New Education Policy, emphasizing foundational learning in Odia. He
tirelessly urges the youth to reconnect with their linguistic and cultural roots,
viewing it as the cornerstone of their identity.

Despite facing locomotor challenges, his indomitable spirit drives him to
traverse Odisha, enriching his research through first-hand insights. Mishra’s
journey inspires countless Odias to honor their heritage and preserve it for
future generations.

At 74, Antaryami Mishra's dedication to Odisha's linguistic and cultural
renaissance endures, making him a living testament to the profound spirit of
the state—a legacy that will shine brightly for years to come.

A Beacon of Odia Language and
Jagannath Culture
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Aparajita Sarangi

Public Service & Leadership
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Achievers

parajita Sarangi is a leader whose remarkable journey from civil

servant to parliamentarian reflects her unwavering dedication

to Odisha’s progress. Currently the Member of Parliament from

Bhubaneswar and a key member of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJIP), she continues to champion transformative change.

A 1994-batch IAS officer of the Odisha cadre, Sarangi excelled as Collector
in districts like Nuapada, Koraput, and Bargarh, driving development and
welfare initiatives. Her tenure as Bhubaneswar’'s Municipal Commissioner
(2006-20009) is celebrated for its infrastructural advancements and efficient
civicgovernance. Later,as Secretary inthe state’'s mass education department,
her impactful reforms greatly benefited the education system.

Her expertise extended to the national stage in 2013 as Joint Secretary in
the Ministry of Rural Development, where she advanced policies aimed at
uplifting rural communities. Recognized with the prestigious Shakti Samman
in 2012 for her exceptional public service, Sarangi has consistently exemplified
leadership.

After voluntary retirement in 2018, Sarangi entered politics, winning
the Bhubaneswar Lok Sabha seat in 2019. A strong advocate for Odisha's
development, she has emerged as a dynamic parliamentarian and BJIP
spokesperson, playing key roles in parliamentary committees.

Known for her disciplined governance, Sarangi's firm approach—
nicknamed “Madam Angry"—remains a hallmark of her leadership. Whether
addressing civic issues or spearheading reforms, her dedication to public
welfare continues to inspire.

Aparajita Sarangi's journey as a civil servant and politician embodies
resilience, vision, and a commitment to building a brighter future for Odisha.

A Trailblazing Leader
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Bibhu Mohapatra

Fashion & Craft
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Trailblazing
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Achievers

ibhu Mohapatra, a celebrated fashion and costume designer,
has established himself as a pioneer in luxury womenswear and
fine jewelry. Born in Rourkela, Odisha, his creations combine
global elegance with the richness of his cultural roots, gracing
icons like Michelle Obama, Jennifer Lopez, and Priyanka Chopra. Despite his
international acclaim, Odisha remains central to his creative journey.

Growing up surrounded by Odisha's vibrant craft traditions, Bibhu
developed an early appreciation for textiles, jewelry, and colors. Encouraged
by his engineer father's problem-solving mindset and guided by his artistic
mother, he learned sewing at just 10. His first creations—dresses made from
old saris for his sister—marked the beginning of a lifelong love for design.

Odisha's handlooms, particularly ikat, continue to inspire Bibhu's artistry.
Passionate about showcasing his heritage, he has integrated traditional
craftsmanship into modern fashion, shining a spotlight on Odisha’s weavers.
After moving to the U.S. in 1996, Bibhu earned a degree from the Fashion
Institute of Technology in New York City. His talent led to roles at top fashion
houses like Halston and J. Mendel before launching his eponymous label in
2008, becoming synonymous with elegance and sophistication.

Beyond runways and red carpets, Bibhu's mission is to uplift Indian artisans.
Actively supporting Odisha's traditional weavers, he designs collections
featuring handwoven silk saris, proudly asserting, “As an Indian, | have a duty
to support these crafts and the artisans.”

Though based in New York City, Bibhu Mohapatra's Odia heritage
profoundly influences his vision. His commmitment to preserving India’s crafts
and celebrating its artisans exemplifies his belief: “My heritage is in my veins
and naturally visible through my work.” Through his designs, Bibhu honors
Odisha's legacy while creating a global stage for its art and artisans.

Fashion’'s Global Ambassador
from Odisha

>
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Prof. (Dr.) Bidyut Kumar Das

Healthcare & Innovation

Jewels of Odisha

Trailblazing
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Achievers

rof. (Dr.) Bidyut Kumar Das is a trailblazer in the field of

rheumatology and clinical immunology, whose remarkable

journey from a medical graduate to an esteemed academic leader

has greatly impacted both healthcare and scientific research
in Odisha. Born on June 30, 1957, in Cuttack, he completed his MBBS and
MD (Internal Medicine) from the prestigious SCB Medical College in 1984,
securing the title of best graduate of his batch. In 1995, he earned the Dr.
PN Berry fellowship and received training in Rheumatology from SGPGI,
Lucknow. This set him on a path that would see him become one of Odisha’s
foremost experts in rheumatology.

A true visionary, Prof. Das established the Department of Rheumatology
at SCB Medical College, Cuttack, in 2011, contributing significantly to Odisha’s
medical infrastructure. In addition to his numerous scientific publications,
Prof. Das has led groundbreaking research in immunology and sepsis,
collaborating with organizations like TIFR and the Pasteur Institute. He has
been an integral part of various national and international research projects,
further bolstering the scientific community’s understanding of disease and
health.

Prof. Das’ contributions extend beyond research. His unwavering
dedication to healthcare has seen him innovate with technology, using
telemedicine and creating WhatsApp groups during the COVID-19 pandemic
to ensure uninterrupted consultation for his patients. This spirit of accessible
healthcare is encapsulated in his pioneering work in Tele Rheumatology
Consultation, a service that has revolutionized the delivery of care in Odisha.

With over 40 awards, including the Odisha ICON (2011), Prof. Das continues
to inspire. His career stands as a testament to how passion, innovation, and
commitment can transform lives and shape the future of healthcare in
Odisha.

Transforming Healthcare with Innovation
and Compassion
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Philanthropy
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Trailblazing
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Achievers

disha's vibrant heritage is elevated by the exceptional

accomplishments of Binod Dash, a true polymath whose

work spans education, sports, industry, and philanthropy. His

extraordinary journey serves as an inspiration, urging young Odias
to make a mark on the global stage.

An industrialist, educationist, sportsman, and philanthropist, Mr. Dash
has dedicated over two decades to reshaping the intersection of academia
and industry. As Chairman and Managing Trustee of Synergy Institute of
Engineering & Technology, he fosters a culture of innovation and collaboration,
firmly believing in democratic decision-making and collective growth.

Beyond academia, his contributions to sports are unmatched. As Vice
President of the Rowing Federation of India and Odisha Basketball Association,
and an official at the 2008 Beijing Olympics, he has amplified Odisha’s
prominence in the national and international sporting arenas. A passionate
philanthropist, Binod Dash founded ‘Matrunilaya,’ an orphanage in Cuttack,
and is a trustee of a 100-bed charitable hospital in Bhubaneswar. He also
manages two successful packaging enterprises and produces impactful
telefilms and documentaries.

His affiliations with organizations like the Ravenshaw Alumni Association,
Utkal Chamber of Commerce, and the Odisha Council of Sports reflect his
commitment to holistic development. With global exposure through his
representation in countries like Israel, the UK, and the USA, he brings diverse
perspectives to his initiatives.

Through his unparalleled achievements, Binod Dash continues to inspire the
youth of Odisha to dream big and make an indelible global impact, becoming
a true pride of the state.

A Multifaceted Pioneer, Inspiring Odisha’s
Global Recognition

Jewels of Odisha
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Binod Kumar Pasayat

Sambalpuri Culture

Jewels of Odisha

Trailblazing
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Achievers

inod Kumar Pasayat is a celebrated figure whose contributions

to Sambalpuri/Koshli literature have enriched Odisha's cultural

heritage. Known for his simplicity and humility, Pasayat is a poet,

playwright, and lyricist, revered for his Sambalpuri folk songs that
resonate deeply across generations in western Odisha.

Though a barber by profession, Pasayat's heart has always belonged to
literature. His artistic journey began at just 10 years old, performing as a child
artist with the Ramji Drama Party in Bolangir. In 1953, he moved to Sambalpur,
where his humble barber shop became a creative haven for composing
poems, songs, and plays. These works, inspired by the rhythm of daily life,
have stood the test of time, earning him an enduring legacy.

In a crowning recognition of his literary contributions, Pasayat was
conferred the Padma Shri by President Droupadi Murmu. This national honor
highlights the profound impact of his Sambalpuri plays, such as Mui Nai
Mare (“I Will Never Die"), and folk songs like Ae Nani Sulochana and Bajuche
Madala Ae Baula, which remain timeless favorites. His lyrical contributions to
Odia cinema in films like Samarpan and Adivasi further reflect his versatility.

Pasayat'screative genius has been celebrated with honorssuch asthe Sarala
Puraskar and Odisha Sahitya Academy Puraskar. Despite these accolades, he
remains deeply rooted in his humble beginnings, continuing his work as a
barber while dedicating himself to preserving Sambalpuri traditions.

Binod Kumar Pasayat stands as a symbol of artistic excellence and cultural
pride, a true son of Odisha whose inspiring life and works will continue to
echo through generations.

A Beacon of Sambalpuri Culture

Jewels of Odisha
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Biraja Prasad Rout

Culinary Innovation

Jewels of Odisha

Trailblazing
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Achievers

disha celebrates the inspiring journey of Biraja Prasad Rout, the

visionary entrepreneur behind Biggies Burger, India’s largest

homegrown burger chain. Hailing from humble beginnings,

Biraja’s story is a testament to determination, creativity, and the
power of dreams.

Biraja’s journey began at 21, when he moved to Bengaluru to start his IT
career with Infosys. A chance encounter with his first burger ignited a bold
vision—to establish a uniquely Indian burger chain to rival international
giants. With only 20,000, Biraja launched his dream from a modest 5x5-foot
kiosk, selling burgers near his office on weekends. His commitment to quality
and innovation resonated with customers, turning his humble venture into a
beloved brand.

Biggies Burger now represents trust and taste across India, expanding from
metros to Tier [l and Ill towns. Through the Biggies Entrepreneur Programme,
Biraja empowers aspiring franchisees to maintain the brand'’s high standards,
fostering a culture of excellence and opportunity.

Not one to rest on his laurels, Biraja introduced BIGG Cafe, offering gourmet
burger experiences and elevating the Indian quick-service restaurant (QSR)
industry. His relentless pursuit of innovation has brought global flavors to
millions of Indians, making premium dining accessible and enjoyable.

With ambitious plans for expansion into cities like Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
and Pune, and a target of 100 crore in revenue, Biraja continues to chart new
territory in India’s culinary world.

Odisha proudly honors Biraja Prasad Rout, not just as a successful
entrepreneur but as a symbol of resilience and vision. His journey inspires
countless young Odia dreamers, showcasing how hard work and creativity
can turn aspirations into impactful realities.

Revolutionizing India’s Fast-Food
Landscape

_ #BIGGIESBURGER |

#cm-momasﬁ |

Jewels of Odisha
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Brahmananda Mishra

Industrial and Business
Transformation

Jewels of Odisha

Trailblazing
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Achievers

rahmananda Mishra, a name synonymous with leadership and

vision, stands at the helm of Odisha’s business community as the

President of the Utkal Chamber of Commerce and Industries,

Bhubaneswar. His illustrious journey is a shining testament to the
transformative potential of determination and innovation.

Mishra's career began with an impressive 27-year stint at SAIL's Rourkela
Steel Plant, where his strategic ingenuity in inventory management, vendor
collaboration, supply chain efficiency, and global sourcing set industry
benchmarks. Introducing pioneering concepts like e-procurement and cost-
effective transport, he redefined industrial operations, culminating in the
prestigious Jawahar Award in 2004, the highest accolade for SAIL executives.

Beyond the boardroom, his passion for uplifting Odisha extends to the
sporting arena. An avid promoter of athletics, Mishra has been instrumental in
organizing state and national-level tournaments, nurturing a vibrant culture
of sportsmanship and excellence.

His indomitable spirit shone brightest during challenging times. As a
guiding force in organizations like RSPEA and SEFI, he earned widespread
acclaim for his negotiation skills, persuasive leadership, and unwavering
commitment to justice. During the tumultuous period of union unrest
at Rourkela Steel Plant (2001-2005), Mishra played a pivotal role in rallying
executives, restoring harmony, and revitalizing operations—a defining
chapter in his legacy.

Today, Brahmananda Mishra is a beacon of inspiration for Odisha’s
entrepreneurial community. His tireless dedication to fostering a progressive
business environment continues to elevate the state's industrial landscape.
For countless aspiring leaders, his journey exemplifies resilience, vision, and
the profound impact of transformative leadership.

A Visionary Leader Steering Odisha’s
Growth

& ROURKELA STEEL PLANT &

UCCIL

Pursuing Prosperity

Jewels of Odisha
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Chittaranjan Tripathy

Cinema and
Cultural Heritage

42 Jewels of Od'isha.

Trailblazing
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Achievers

hittaranjan Tripathy stands as a multifaceted talent in Indian

cinema and theater. As an actor, director, writer, and music

director, he has made significant contributions to both Hindi and

Odia cinema. Best known for his role as Trivedi in Netflix's Sacred
Games, Tripathy's journey reflects talent, passion, and commitment to the
arts. Odisha, his homeland, celebrates him as a cultural icon whose work
brings pride to the state.

An alumnus of Ravenshaw College in Cuttack and the University of
Hyderabad, Tripathy's artistic pursuit began with a diploma in acting from
the National School of Drama (NSD) in 1996. He further honed his craft at
London’'s Guildford School of Acting under the Charles Wallace India Trust
Scholarship, specializing in musical theater direction.

Tripathy's entry into Odia cinema was groundbreaking with Dhauli Express
in 2007, where he wore multiple hats—producer, director, scriptwriter, music
director, lyricist, and playback singer. The film, a tribute to Odisha’'s culture,
won three Odisha State Film Awards and became a cinematic landmark. His
repertoire includes over 500 compositions and more than 50 productions,
deeply enriching Odisha’s artistic legacy.

On the national stage, Tripathy's acting prowess shines in Hindi films
and series, with his role in Sacred Games earning widespread acclaim. His
versatility spans serious, comedic, and dramatic genres, making him a
celebrated name in Indian entertainment. In 2023, he was appointed Director
of NSD, underscoring his dedication to nurturing future artists.

From his Odia roots to a national platform, Tripathy's journey inspires
countless artists. His achievements preserve and promote Odisha's cultural
richness, ensuring its vibrancy within India’s cultural narrative. Odisha
cherishes Tripathy as a true ambassador, a luminary whose work transcends
boundaries.

A Cultural Icon Bridging Odisha and
Indian Cinema

Jewels of Odisha
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Prof. (Dr.) Datteswar Hota

Medicine, Healthcare,
and Education
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Trailblazing
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Achievers

ith an illustrious career spanning over four decades, Dr.
Datteswar Hota has cemented his legacy as a stalwart in the
field of urology. Dr. Hota has brought healing and hope to
countless patients across India through his dedication to
accurate diagnosis and empathetic care.

An alumnus of SCB Medical College, Cuttack, where he earned his MBBS
and MS in General Surgery, Dr. Hota further honed his expertise with an MCh
in Urology from PGIMER, Chandigarh. His pioneering contributions in Endo
Urology, Stone Diseases, Prostate and Stricture Urethra conditions, and Uro-
Oncology have set benchmarks in patient care and medical excellence.

Beyond clinical practice, Dr. Hota has left an indelible markin academia as
the Dean and Principal of SCB Medical College, and notably, as the inaugural
Vice-Chancellor of Odisha University of Health Sciences, shaping the future
of healthcare education.

His accolades are as impressive as his career, with honors such as the Dr.
B.C. Roy Award in 2017 and the President’s Gold Medal from the Urological
Society of India—testaments to his unparalleled contributions to medicine.
A passionate researcher and educator, he has enriched the medical field
with numerous papers and workshops.

Dr. Hota's journey exemplifies the heights one can achieve through
commitment, compassion, and excellence, making him a true beacon of
inspiration in Odisha and beyond.

A Pillar of Urological Excellence and
Compassion




Devdutt Pattanaik

Mythology and
Cultural Narratives

Trailblazing
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Achievers

disha takes immense pride in celebrating the remarkable

achievements of Devdutt Pattanaik, one of India’'s most influential

storytellers. Renowned for his profound understanding of Indian

mythology, Devdutt has transformed ancient narratives into
modern wisdom, inspiring readers and audiences worldwide.

Devdutt’s journey reflects an extraordinary blend of academic excellence
and creative passion. A medical graduate from Grant Medical College with a
diploma in Comparative Mythology from Mumbai University, he spent 15 years
in the healthcare industry before answering his true calling—storytelling.
This transition led to his full-time exploration of Indian mythology, weaving
ancient stories into contemporary contexts.

With over 50 books and 1,000 columns to his credit, Devdutt's literary
contributions are unparalleled. Bestsellers like Jaya, My Gita, Sita, and
Business Sutra simplify complex mythological concepts, resonating with
diverse audiences. Through his works, he has masterfully preserved Indian
mythology while redefining its relevance for the modern age.

Devdutt's influence goes beyond books. His television shows, corporate
lectures, and TED Talks have reshaped how myths are understood and
their lessons applied to leadership and daily life. On digital platforms, his
interpretations of epics like the Mahabharata continue to engage listeners
with insights into themes of dharma, karma, and legacy.

Although based in Mumbai, Devdutt's work aligns closely with Odisha’s
cultural ethos, echoing the storytelling traditions found in Pattachitra and
folklore. His journey inspires Odisha’s youth to embrace their heritage while
striving for global recognition.

For Odisha and beyond, Devdutt Pattanaik is more than a scholar;
he is a cultural icon who bridges tradition and innovation. Through his
groundbreaking work, he ensures that the stories of the past remain a guiding
light for future generations.

Bridging Tradition and
Modernity through Mythology
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Dilip Ray
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Hospitality

Trailblazing
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Achievers

ilip Ray, an illustrious leader, entrepreneur, and cultural advocate,

represents Odisha’s spirit through his remarkable contributions to

politics, hospitality, and heritage. As the only Odia parliamentarian

toserve inthe ministries of three Prime Ministers, his legacy stands
as a testament to his commitment to the state and the nation.

Born in 1954, Ray pursued education at Raj Kumar College, Raipur; St.
Joseph College, Darjeeling; and JCC College of Law, Kolkata, where he earned
a law degree. He also completed an MBA, enabling him to excel in both
politics and entrepreneurship.

Ray's political journey began in 1985 as Chairman of the Rourkela Notified
Council and MLA for Rourkela. During his tenure as Odisha's Minister of
Industries under Biju Patnaik's leadership, he drove industrial growth in the
state. Later, as a Rajya Sabha member, he held significant Union Ministerial
portfolios, including Steel, Coal, and Parliamentary Affairs. His pivotal role in
co-founding the Biju Janata Dal underscores his dedication to giving Odisha
a strong voice on the national stage.

As the founder and CMD of the Mayfair Group of Hotels, Ray revolutionized
Odisha’s hospitality sector by setting new standards in luxury and service.
Employing thousands, with 80% of the workforce from Odisha, his
entrepreneurial endeavors have empowered local talent while celebrating
Odia culture.

A passionate traveler, gardener, and interior decorator, Ray's personal
pursuits reflect his deep cultural roots. His efforts to promote Odia traditions,
arts, and language further demonstrate his pride in his heritage and vision
for the state.

Dilip Ray’s inspiring journey of leadership and innovation serves as a
guiding light for Odisha’s youth, exemplifying how dedication and vision can
drive both personal success and societal progress.

A Beacon of Leadership and
Vision from Odisha
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Trailblazing
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Achievers

disha celebrates Prof. Gopal Krishna Nayak, a luminary whose

groundbreaking work in technical education and governance

has left an enduring legacy. An embodiment of ambition and

excellence, his journey inspires countless Odias to dream big
and achieve greatness.

An alumnus of IIT Kharagpur and IIM Bangalore, Prof. Nayak began his
career excelling in Power Electronics Design and Supply Chain Management
with Nelco, Mumbai, and NTPC, Delhi. Driven by a passion for education,
he joined XIM Bhubaneswar, where he revolutionized its curriculum with a
forward-looking,technology-focused approach,serving as Dean (Academics)
and Admissions Coordinator.

In 2007, Prof. Nayak’s visionary leadership shaped llIT Bhubaneswar as its
founding Director. Under his guidance, the institute has grown into a premier
center for innovation and research, equipped with advanced programs and
infrastructure.

Beyond academia, Prof. Nayak’s creative genius shines through solutions
like Mandaar UMS, an open-source University Management System, and
PAMIS, a Project-based Accounting System that streamlined Odisha’s
Panchayati Rajaccounting. Atrusted advisor to the state, he has championed
e-Governance initiatives for Treasury, Commercial Taxes, IDCO, and more.
His extensive contributions include roles as Vice-President of BMMA,
Technology Advisor at XIMB, and Director of OCAC, reflecting a relentless
drive for excellence.

Prof. Nayak exemplifies a torchbearer for Odisha's progress, blending
innovation with purpose. His legacy as an academician, technologist, and
visionary leader will continue to inspire future generations to redefine
excellence.

QOdisha’s Jewel in Technical Education

Decision Science and
Operations Management;
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Courahari Das

Literature and Journalism

Trailblazing
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Achievers

ourahari Das, a celebrated creative writer, journalist, and

academician, stands as a testament to perseverance and

dedication. Born into humble circumstances, his journey to

becoming a prominent figure in Odia literature is an inspiring
story of grit and determination. After leaving home at the age of eight to live
in @ monastery, Das pursued education through scholarships and worked
during the day while studying at Ravenshaw Evening College in Cuttack.
His academic journey culminated in a master’s degree in Odia literature and
journalism, followed by a Ph.D. from Utkal University.

Das began his literary career at 15, publishing his first short story, and went
on to write over 51 books, including novels, essays, poems, and travelogues.
His debut collection, Juara Bhatta (1981), marked the start of a distinguished
literary career. His stories, like Asami and Shikuli, have been adapted for TV
and stage, with Das earning the prestigious Sahitya Akademi Award for his
impactful contributions to Odia literature.

Beyond his literary work, Das made significant strides in journalism, joining
Sambad in 1985 and becoming the editor. His columns, particularly Jibanara
Jalachhabi and Rajadhani Rajaniti, earned widespread acclaim for their
insightful political and social commmentary. A champion of social justice, Das
has also played an active role in cultural organizations like Shatabdira Kalakar
and Trishakti Mahila Samiti.

Das's influence extends beyond Odisha, with global recognition as a
representative of Indian literature in international forums such as the
Frankfurt Book Fair. His legacy, a blend of literature, social advocacy, and
cultural leadership, serves as an inspiration to aspiring writers and leaders
alike.

QOdisha’s Beacon of Literature and
Resilience
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Guru Gopinath Swain

Krishna Leela and
Odia Cultural Heritage

Jewels of Odisha

Trailblazing
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Achievers

uru Gopinath Swain is a revered icon in the cultural landscape of

Odisha,embodying the essence of dedication and artistic mastery.

With over nine decades devoted to the sacred art of Krishna

Leela, a performance integral to Odisha’s spiritual and cultural
identity, Swain has become a living treasure of the state's cultural heritage.
Beginning his journey at the age of 10 under the guidance of his uncle and
Guru Choudhury Behera, he evolved from a child artist to a renowned singer-
director and teacher in Krishna Leela.

Guru Swain is a master of rare, ancient ragas such as Dakhinasri, Chinta
Desakliya, Todi Bhatiari, and Kumbha Kamodi. His exceptional ability to
preserve these endangered musical traditions, even at the age of 106,
highlights his remarkable sadhana. Swain’s contributions to the art were
honored with the prestigious Padma Shri Award by President Droupadi
Murmu, a testament to his pivotal role in maintaining the vibrancy of Krishna
Leela.

As a devoted teacher, Guru Swain established traditional akhadas across
Odisha, ensuring that future generations inherit the sacred art. Many of his
disciples have gone on to become Gurus themselves, carrying his legacy
forward with devotion. Odisha takes immense pride in Guru Gopinath Swain,
whose passion for Krishna Leela immortalizes him as one of the state'’s
greatest cultural icons and an enduring symbol of its cultural soul.

The Living Legend of Krishna Leela and
Pride of Odisha
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Hiranmay Mahanta

Innovation and
Entrepreneurship
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Trailblazing
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Achievers

disha takes immense pride in the achievements of Hiranmay Mahanta, a visionary
leader whose transformative contributions to innovation and entrepreneurship
inspire young Odias to dream big and achieve more.

As the CEO of Gujarat Start-up and Innovation Hub (i-Hub), Hiranmay drives
Gujarat’s startup ecosystem, enabling entrepreneurs with resources, mentorship, and investments.
Under his leadership, i-Hub has become a hub of creativity, fostering groundbreaking ventures
and inspiring India’s innovation culture.

Born in Odisha, Hiranmay’s journey into entrepreneurship began with Techpedia, a platform
promoting university innovations. Recognized nationally, including an honor from Former
President Dr. A.PJ. Abdul Kalam at IIM-Ahmedabad, Techpedia laid the foundation for his
impactful career.

Dedicated to inclusive innovation, Hiranmay actively shapes policies and youth-centric
initiatives. As a member of the AICTE Startup Policy Implementation Committee, he has scaled
innovation programs across 10,000+ Indian colleges, empowering students to translate ideas into
solutions. His influence extends to advising multiple states on startup policies, reinforcing India’s
position as a global innovation hub.

Hiranmay’s role in mentoring over a dozen Technology Business Incubators has helped
emerging startups navigate challenges and thrive. His visionary approach has impacted state
startup policies nationwide, cementing his leadership in fostering entrepreneurship.

Odisha proudly celebrates Hiranmay Mahanta as a champion of innovation and technology,
whose work elevates the state’s name on national and global stages. His journey showcases how
passion, perseverance, and dedication can lead to lasting impact, inspiring the next generation of
entrepreneurs to contribute to India’s growth story.

A Visionary Transforming India’s
Startup Landscape
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Jayanti Buruda

Journalism and Tribal
Empowerment

Trailblazing
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Achievers

ayanti Buruda, Malkangiri's first female journalist and Odisha’s first

tribal woman to feature on Forbes India's W-Power 2024 list, stands

as a symbol of hope, empowerment, and unwavering determination.

Hailing from a remote village in Odisha, Jayanti's journey to national
recognition is a testament to her dedication to social change, especially for
marginalized communities, with a focus on tribal women.

Jayanti pursued journalism with the belief that it could amplify the voices of
her people. Despite significant financial challenges, she earned herjournalism
degree from the Central University of Odisha, Koraput, fueled by her desire
to address issues like education, healthcare, and reproductive rights among
tribal women, areas often ignored by mainstream media. Her career began
in 2015 as a district correspondent, but her vision extended beyond reporting.

In 2018, she founded the Bada Didi Union to promote girls’ education and
menstrual hygiene in Malkangiri. Her platform, Jungle Rani, created a space
for tribal women to share their stories, discuss environmental conservation,
and highlight indigenous rights. With a growing network, Jungle Rani has
become a powerful voice for tribal communities, aiming to expand its reach
beyond Malkangiri.

Jayanti's accomplishments, including the NWMI Fellowship for Women
Journalists, have earned her national recognition, but her heart remainsrooted
in Odisha. She continues to push boundaries, inspiring future generations
and showing that Odisha’s strength and resilience echo in her work.

Odisha’s Trailblazing First Lady
Journalist
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‘Odia Cinema and
Comedy

Jewels of Odisha.

Trailblazing
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Achievers

ayiram Samal, affectionately known as “Jayee,” is the undisputed

“Comedy King"” of Odisha’s film industry. With over 300 films,

television serials, and stage plays to his name, Jayee has left an

indelible mark on the cultural landscape of the state. His iconic
laughter and flawless comic timing made him a household name, creating a
legacy that continues to bring joy to audiences of all ages in Odisha.

Beginning his career in the 1970s, Jayee quickly became the quintessential
comedian of Odia cinema, much like Johnny Walker in Mumbai. His natural
witand infectious humor resonated deeply with fans,and his trademark laugh
became synonymous with joy and laughter. As an actor, he could effortlessly
transform any scene into a moment of hilarity, earning a reputation as the
king of comedy.

His versatility extended beyond comic roles to negative portrayals, but it
was his comic performances in films like Hakim Babu, Phoola Chandana, and
Paradeshi Chadhei that made him a beloved figure in the industry. Jayee's
energetic persona and spontaneous humor continue to inspire aspiring
actors in Odisha, and his contributions to the film industry were recognized
with prestigious awards, including the Lifetime Achievement Award at the
40th Banichitra Awards in 2008.

Despite his monumental success, Jayee remains humble and dedicated
to his craft, proving that age is no barrier to entertaining. His ability to bring
smiles and laughter remains his crowning achievement, ensuring that his
legacy as one of Odisha’s greatest cinematic icons endures for generations.

Comedy King Who Ruled the
Silver Screen
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Jitendra Kumar Mohanty

Hospitality and Tourism

Jewels of Odisha

Development
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Achievers

n a world often skeptical of daring dreams, Jitendra Kumar Mohanty

stands tall as a beacon of visionary entrepreneurship. Hailing from

Odisha, a state rich in natural resources yet often overlooked in the

tourism landscape, Mohanty transformed challenges into triumphs,
building an empire that not only shaped the hospitality sector but redefined
it for generations.

His journey began in the 1980s, when the very notion of a star-rated
hotel in Bhubaneswar seemed a distant fantasy. Undeterred by doubts, he
launched Swosti Hotel with nothing more than a dream and a loan from his
mother, who sacrificed her jewelry as seed capital. It was a bet on both his
ambition and the uncharted potential of Odisha’s tourism.

With each hurdle, Mohanty expanded his vision. By the ‘90s, when the
state lacked large-scale conference facilities, he boldly introduced Swosti
Premium, a five-star hotel that became the epicenter of business and
cultural events. His properties, from the tranquil shores of Chilika Lake to the
serene landscapes of Gopalpur, became beacons of world-class hospitality,
showcasing Odisha’s beauty on the global map.

But Mohanty’s success isn't defined solely by his business acumen.
He redefines what it means to lead with humanity, incorporating social
responsibility into the fabric of his enterprise. His inclusion of hearing-
impaired employees and commitment to their growth exemplifies the
values of empathy and excellence he holds dear.

An industry pioneer, he continues to set trends, creating not just
businesses, but a legacy that others look up to. Through his dedication and
humility, Jitendra Kumar Mohanty proves that true success is built on a
foundation of risk, resilience, and heart.

A Pioneer in Hospitality, Shaping
Odisha’s Legacy of Luxury
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Achievers

rofessor Kishore Kumar Basa stands as a distinguished figure in

the fields of anthropology and archaeology, with a career spanning

over four decades. A true champion of India’s cultural heritage, he

has devoted his life to exploring the nation’s rich historical tapestry
and sharing it with the world.

With a Ph.D. in archaeology from the University of London, Professor
Basa's early research on early trade between India and Southeast Asia laid
the foundation for a prolific career in academia and museum curation. His
professional journey took him to prestigious institutions globally, including
a Commonwealth Post-Doctoral Fellowship at the University of Cambridge,
an Indo-French Cultural Exchange Fellowship, and various prestigious
appointments across India’'s top archaeological and anthropological
organizations.

From Head of the Department of Anthropology at Utkal University to
Director of the Indian Museum and the Anthropological Survey of India,
Basa has transformed India’s approach to understanding its anthropological
and archaeological significance. His leadership in cultural institutions, such
as the Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya, has played a pivotal
role in reshaping India’'s museum and research landscape. Currently, as the
Chairman of the National Monuments Authority, he continues to safeguard
and preserve India’s cultural and archaeological heritage.

His academic contributions are profound, having authored numerous
works, delivered landmark lectures, and held distinguished titles, including
the President of the Archaeology Section of the Indian History Congress and
the President of the Anthropological and Behavioural Sciences Section of
the Indian Science Congress. Despite his success, Professor Basa’s humility
and commitment to research and education remain unwavering, cementing
his status as a scholar par excellence. Professor Kishore Kumar Basa is a
living testament to the power of academic excellence, dedicated research,
and an unparalleled commitment to preserving India’s rich history for future
generations.

A Visionary Scholar Unveiling India’s
Ancient Legacy
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Achievers

umkum Mohanty is a revered stalwart of Odissi dance, known for

her unwavering dedication to preserving the classical art form. With

a career spanning several decades, she has become an emblem of

Odisha’s cultural heritage, ensuring the traditions of Odissi remain
intact and celebrated.

Trained by the legendary Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra at Kala Vikash
Kendra, Mohanty has masterfully refined abhinaya, the expressive aspect
of Odissi dance, which conveys emotions and tells stories. As the oldest
practitioner of Odissi at 77, her commitment to preserving its classical roots
remains unwavering, even amidst the rise of contemporary adaptations that
may veer away from tradition. She firmly believes in maintaining Odissi's
authenticity, emphasizing that the “mosaic of its grammar gives classical
dance its identity.”

Her significant contributions go beyond performance—Mohanty played
an essential role in documenting Odissi's grammar and vocabulary in her
influential two-volume work, The Odissi Dance Pathfinder. This invaluable
resource has set a standard for future dancers and educators, ensuring the
art form’s legacy is preserved for future generations.

In recognition of her exceptional influence on the world of classical dance,
Mohanty was honored with the Padma Shri in 2005 and the Sangeet Natak
Akademi Award in 1994. She also established the Geeta Govinda dance school
in Bhubaneswar in 2006, where she nurtures the next generation of Odissi
dancers, guiding them to remain rooted in tradition while exploring their
artistic creativity.

Kumkum Mohanty's legacy extends beyond her role as a dancer. As an
adjunct professor at [IT Bhubaneswar, her work represents a profound
blend of education and art, demonstrating her passion for both preserving
traditional practices and shaping new minds. Odisha honors her as not just a
dancer but as a symbol of cultural pride and resilience, a beacon of tradition
in an ever-evolving world. Her journey continues to inspire future generations,
reminding them of the rich significance of preserving cultural identity.

The Guardian of Odissi Dance
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Manjulata Maharana
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Achievers

anjulata Maharana, an Auxiliary Nurse and Midwife (ANM) at

the Sahaspur health sub-center in Puri, stands as an emblem of

selflessness, courage,and dedication in healthcare. Honored with

the National Florence Nightingale Award in 2023 by President
Droupadi Murmu, Maharana’'s work has earned her state-wide recognition
and the admiration of many in her field.

Maharana has facilitated over 200 normal deliveries, often in extreme
conditions such as during floods, where she delivered babies in areas cut
off fromm ambulance services. Her tireless efforts have made her a trusted
caregiver, with expectant mothers from neighbouring villages relying on her
expertise and care.

In addition to her work in maternal care, Maharana achieved 100%
vaccination coverage across 13 panchayats, enhancing community health
and preventing the spread of diseases. Her commitment to public health
goes beyond routine care as she proactively addressed the need for better
facilities at her center by using her Employee Provident Fund (EPF) to set
up a well-equipped labor room, providing women with safe and dignified
maternal care.

Maharana’s bravery also shone during the Covid-19 pandemic, where she
continued to offer essential healthcare services despite the widespread fear.
Her actions during the crisis highlight her resilience and deep devotion to her
patients.

Manjulata Maharana's remarkable service has earned her the respect of all,
becoming a true pride of Odisha. She exemplifies the transformative power
of a healthcare worker dedicated to her community, and her legacy continues
to inspire others in the field.

Odisha’s Pride and a Beacon of Hope
in Healthcare
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Achievers

disha proudly celebrates Nishikant Mishra, a trailblazer whose
visionary leadership and relentless dedication have left a lasting
impact across industries and communities.

With a distinguished career spanning multiple sectors,
Nishikant has played pivotal roles in shaping Odisha’s industrial growth. As a
former member of the National Board of MSME and President of the Orissa
Small Scale Industries Association (OSSIA), he championed the growth and
sustainability of small-scale industries. His leadership extended to agriculture
as the founding President of the Agricultural Implement Manufacturers
Association of Orissa (OAIMA), driving technological advancements to
empower farmers.

In the creative realm, Nishikant established the Advertising Association of
Odisha (AAAO), contributing to the growth of Odisha’s advertising industry.
His influence further extended to industrial policy as a Director of IDCO,
Odisha, and a member of the Odisha Facilitation Council, shaping policies
that spurred industrial development.

As the Chairman of the TEAM Group of Companies, a diversified
conglomerate spanning manufacturing, urban transport, hospitality,
entertainment, and real estate, Nishikant has steered the organization to
remarkable success with his strategic vision.

Beyond business, Nishikant is deeply committed to social causes. His 30
years of active involvement in Odisha’s cultural and social initiatives include
leadership roles in organizations like Samaj O Sanskruti, Sri Utsav Charitable
Trust, and the Prafulla Kar Foundation, driving efforts to uplift communities.
Nishikant Mishra embodies resilience, innovation, and a deep commitment
to community welfare, standing as a beacon of inspiration for Odisha’s young
entrepreneurs. His journey showcases the transformative power of vision
and perseverance, setting an example for aspiring leaders across the state.

A Visionary Leader Shaping Odisha’s
Industrial and Social Landscape




72

Prof. (Dr.) P. C. Mohapatra

Urology and Healthcare
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Achievers

ith a legacy that spans education, healthcare, and public
service, Dr. Purna Chandra Mohapatra stands as a beacon of
excellence and compassion in Odisha’'s medical community.
Dr. Mohapatra’s life work has been devoted to advancing
medical education and improving healthcare access.

A scholar of Ravenshaw College and SCB Medical College, Cuttack, Dr.
Mohapatra earned his MBBS in 1965 and his MD in Physiology in 1972. His
career traversed prestigious institutions such as SCB Medical College, VSS
Medical College, and MKCG Medical College, where he held key academic
positions, including Lecturer, Assistant Professor, and ultimately Head of the
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology.

In addition to his academic influence, Dr. Mohapatra has served in pivotal
roles including President of the Federation of Obstetrics and Gynecological
Societies of India (FOGSI) and the Odisha Chapter of the Indian Medical
Association (IMA). His leadership extended to international arenas as
FOGSI's representative to SAFOG (South Asian Federation of Obstetricians
and Gynecologists).

Dr. Mohapatra’s contributions have earned him numerous accolades,
including the “Best Doctor Award,” “Kuntala Kumari Sabat Award,” and
“Siridi Ratna Award.” Beyond his medical career, he has enriched society
through initiatives like “SAKHA," a voluntary organization for the destitute.

Currently serving at the Prachee Institute for Mother & Child Care, Dr.
Mohapatra embodies a lifetime of dedication to healthcare, education, and
community welfare, inspiring future generations in Odisha and beyond.

A Luminary in Medical Education and
Social Service
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disha takesimmense pride in Dr. Prabodh Mohanty, a pioneering

leader whose transformative vision has reshaped industry and

commerce. As President of the Utkal Chamber of Commerce

& Industry (UCCI), he stands as a beacon of innovation and
inspiration for aspiring entrepreneurs across the state.

As Managing Director of the SNM Group, Dr. Mohanty has steered the
conglomerate’s diverse ventures across mining, hospitality, manufacturing,
power production, and green energy. Under his astute leadership, the group
has achieved new heights, balancing business success with a profound
commitment to societal upliftment through education, healthcare, and
social initiatives.

A steadfast advocate for Odisha's economic growth, Dr. Mohanty's
leadership was instrumental as Chairman of the Resurgent Odisha Global
Trade Show 2024, which showcased the state's industrial potential to a
global audience, boosting its prominence on the world stage.

Joining the family business in 1990, Dr. Mohanty infused fresh vision
and relentless passion, transforming SNM Group into an international
success story. With academic credentials in Political Science and Industrial
Relations & Personnel Management, he also contributes as Secretary-cum-
Spokesperson for the Eastern Zone Mining Association and a key member
of FIMI. Guided by a philosophy rooted in truth, hard work, simplicity, and
integrity, Dr. Mohanty’s unwavering focus on quality and ethics has set
benchmarks in business, inspiring the next generation of industrialists.

Dr. Prabodh Mohanty embodies Odisha's entrepreneurial spirit, forging
a legacy of progress and integrity that uplifts not just the industry but the
lives it touches.

A Visionary Captain of Industry and
Odisha’s Pride

\ . .
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Pradip Kumar Das

Green Energy Revolution

Jewels of Odisha

edla ALle Joey 99° dadial ¢ AAle deda aQRlel 999 AR Q1 , 2A[Y B

95° @6dI6Q% SIFR6R JALRRHNR QRERIN] ARIFRA aR Y AUAGER G

9Q ZRRQ 99 A6RIRT @088 | A9H6! A IS AR, ARSI AR 62 613

QI8 960T, (IREDA) @ 652IUIR 22l dAFIRGI F6LER QU6 SRR AFQIQ
BEEIg 2O9T Y9° 6291 8¢ FIRTE6R I8 ARFERR 956 ALQITe /AR |

81 QI9@ 689Q6%, IREDA QIRGA 2V 68 9eEeg A0de @8 9RY K08, ARgRea
LIS 6T Y9° T 6786 o0 FIfed FIF §A KR8 | FIFA 6B I.° AR 6099
Glg 99I9aee PSE AQd Jaiasa f8-ag 9462 gaI9e 9o 9d 4R ARLEER «CMD of
the Year» gR9IQ 20 66199 J9Ie 908, 99° F8R Sal€62 Iq 2géN §3 QU6 I
JIFg 9RIRG A9 |

PRR G5l 698 62 69T SR ISl PR QAERIFIA A9 gl AR ARG
dRIRAM | g1 QY FRRC| FELUIRAQ FIERUER YSERIAR (ARIR) I9° QLR KIQAQ
RaJGUY AP FUIRRENEQ YFERNRAR G KRBT | RAIAQUY AP 2 AIRQAQIE 2P
RERAR W66 6TEM 6612 IF° ARJFUY AT AN 626891 AT REIRQ AlCAIAIG
671910 QISR 69 6TTAR F9VEG! AEE 2R RIFERIINERA INLL 621R ARAR ATLAER,
JEYER IRSIRG A9E6! 986 @98 |

RERI6AITY 69, ARTET6R GIw FITIRIR AR 1 Q1Y ILIR IAGIRG| F6TRG IR
ARG 2, ALIAIN §IU F& 6212 AQH 2IFYF IR XYM | SRR ARAS B2 659R
62919 7161 g 98 QUSRS 416 F4aRIal c2l 596 QIS6R AR IGIe 908, 6B4Ia
Foeeleg 19l Q1216 99 699! IR 6998 69K |

ged QIR QI @66l AN FINRE Ol F6AR AYF; 69 T8 ARIRA TYR AALRIG
2I6AIRE 2QRISI 366 6dEINIAR 0F | SIFa Qldicdn 98, 69 634l AIR 9 B 65lag
98 @98 99° VGQYS JW1 2619 AALRIG YRBARId /R FgIA6R Fa°dl ARG AR
62719g 6926l G218 |




rom the vibrant heritage of Odisha emerges Pradip Kumar Das,

a luminary whose transformative vision in renewable energy and

corporate governance has resonated across India. A torchbearer of

excellence, his contributions as Chairman and Managing Director
of the Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency (IREDA) have placed
Odisha on the global map of innovation and leadership.

Under Mr. Das's stewardship, IREDA has championed India’s renewable
energy transition, fostering growth and setting new benchmarks in the
sector. His dynamic leadership earned him the coveted “CMD of the Year”
award in the Mini-Ratna category at the prestigious PSE Excellence Awards—
an honor he has claimed for two consecutive years, cementing his place as
a leading force in sustainable development.

An illustrious academic journey laid the foundation for his remarkable
career. Mr. Das holds a Bachelor of Commerce (Hons.) from the University
of Calcutta and a Post-Graduate Diploma in Management from the Xavier
Institute of Management, Bhubaneswar. As a Fellow Member of the Institute
of Cost Accountants of India and an Associate Member of the Institute of
Company Secretaries of India, he combines technical acumen with financial
expertise, steering institutions to excellence.

Notably, during his tenure at ITDC, Mr. Das redefined its operational model,
overcoming unprecedented challenges posed by the pandemic. His ability
to innovate and lead has earned him respect as a strategic policymaker and
industry pioneer, inspiring Odisha’s youth to dream beyond limits. Pradip
Kumar Das is more than a leader; he is a beacon of hope, illuminating the
vast potential of his home state. With his legacy, he instills pride in Odisha
and inspires future generations to redefine possibilities and chart their paths
to global acclaim.

Jewels of Odisha
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ranab Kishore Patnaik is a legendary figure in the Odia music

industry, whose melodious voice has enthralled listeners for over

five decades. His contribution to music has earned him a permanent

place in Odisha's cultural heritage, making him a source of pride for
the state.

Patnaik's musical journey began in 1958 with his debut as a playback singer
in the film Maa, where his emotive voice resonated with music lovers. Over
the years, he became known for his versatility, excelling in a variety of genres
including Odissi, bhajans, ghazals, semi-classical music, and Hindi songs. His
renditions connect deeply with audiences, conveying emotions that span
both life and devotion.

Born to Lal Mohan Patnaik, former Speaker of the Odisha Legislative
Assembly, Pranab was influenced by his father's love for music. Under the
guidance of his Guru, Kunal Adinarayan, he refined his craft and went on to
collaborate with prominent singers such as Hemlata, Vani Jayram, and Usha
Mangeshkar.

With over 200 Odia films to his name, Patnaik’s legacy is enriched with
iconic songs like Majhire, Jaubanaru Aparadha, and Urmi Adhira Rupasi
Chilika. His musical prowess has been recognized through numerous awards,
including the prestigious Jayadev Samman and the Government of Odisha’s
Best Playback Singer Award seven times.

Pranab Kishore Patnaik's legacy as a singer transcends generations,
inspiring future artists and remaining an enduring symbol of Odisha’s musical
excellence.

The Timeless Voice of Odisha
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- Pratap Keshari Deb

Public Service &
Leadership
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Achievers

orn into the esteemed royal family of Aul, Odisha, to Rajasaheb
Sharat Kumar Deb and Rajmata Sushree Devi, Pratap Keshari
Deb carries forward a proud lineage steeped in public service. O O 0O
A five-term Member of the Odisha Legislative Assembly, he has DD@
emerged as one of the most admired and dynamic leaders in the state'’s
political landscape.

Deb’s political journey is marked by key milestones, including his
unopposed election to the Rajya Sabha in May 2017. Demonstrating a deep
commitment to public welfare, he was appointed Chairman of the Odisha o
State Housing Board in 2014, further solidifying his reputation as a people-

centric leader. SAI ln-l?; natI( ‘%’ﬂl
. F . P
© 4 - 7

An influential voice within his party, Deb has also served as one of the
key spokespersons of the Biju Janata Dal (BID), effectively representing the
party’s vision and policies at both state and national levels. His articulate and
persuasive communication skills have been instrumental in strengthening
the party’'s connect with the masses.

"

Deb’s leadership stems not just from tradition but also from a vision for
progressive governance. As a minister in Naveen Patnaik’'s Cabinet, he held
critical portfolios such as Food Supplies and Consumer Welfare during his
first tenure and Industries, Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, and Energy
in his second. His efforts significantly boosted Odisha's economic and
industrial development. An alumnus of Delhi University’'s Ramjas College,
Deb graduated in Arts in 1992, following a distinguished academic journey
at Rajkumar College, Raipur. Beyond his administrative roles, Deb remains
deeply rooted in his constituency, tirelessly working to uplift the lives of
peoplein Auland ensuring the royal legacy of service thrives. With his natural
charisma and results-driven approach, Pratap Keshari Deb continues to
inspire Odisha’s citizens, symbolizing a perfect blend of heritage, leadership,

and forward-thinking governance. t /

A Royal Legacy of Leadership
and Service
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Achievers

rativa Mohapatra's ascent to Vice President and Managing Director

of Adobe India marks a historic milestone as the first woman to

lead the company’s operations in the country. A proud daughter of

Odisha, her remarkable achievements redefine leadership in the
global technology sector and stand as a beacon of inspiration for aspiring
Odia women.

Raised in Odisha, Prativa’'s journey embodies determination, resilience,
and brilliance. She earned her Bachelor’'s degree in Computer Science and
Engineering from Regional Engineering College (now NIT Rourkela), where
she was honored with the Distinguished Alumnus Award. Continuing her
academic excellence, she specialized in Systems and Finance at the Xavier
Institute of Management, Bhubaneswar (XIMB), highlighting the exceptional
educational opportunities in Odisha.

Prativa’'s illustrious career spans over 25 years of transformational
leadership in top global tech firms. Before Adobe, she served as Vice
President of Digital Sales for IBM Asia Pacific, championing business growth
and the adoption of disruptive technologies such as Artificial Intelligence
and Cognitive Solutions. Starting her journey at PwC India and spending
two decades at IBM, she spearheaded business transformations across the
Asia Pacific region, earning accolades for her visionary leadership.

At Adobe, Prativa oversees operations for Experience Cloud, Creative
Cloud, and Document Cloud, driving innovation and customer excellence.
Her commitment to building diverse teams and mentoring future leaders
underscores her dedication to inclusive leadership. Prativa Mohapatra's
success story challenges stereotypes, proving the immense potential of
Odia women on the global stage. Her achievements are a testament to hard
work, vision, and perseverance, making her an enduring source of pride for
Odisha and a role model for young women striving to excel in technology
and entrepreneurship.

Odisha’s Trailblazer in Global Technology
Leadership

Jewels of Odisha

83



Raimati Ghiuria

Traditional Agriculture
- and Millet Conservation
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Achievers

aimati Ghiuria, a tribal farmer from Nuaguda village in Koraput,

Odisha, stands as a beacon of inspiration for women and youth in

rural communities. Known as the “Queen of Millets,” Raimati has

become an emblem of Odisha’s cultural and agricultural heritage.
Despite lacking formal education, her dedication to preserving traditional
farming practices has earned her widespread recognition.

Raimati's journey began under the mentorship of Padma Shri awardee
Kamala Pujari. She developed a passion for cultivating indigenous varieties of
millets and paddy, including Kundra Bati, Mandia, Jasra, Juana, and Jamkaoli.
Despite the challenges of early marriage and domestic responsibilities,
Raimati never gave up on her dream of conserving these crops.

Over the years, she has successfully conserved 72 traditional paddy varieties
and 30 millet strains. Her collaboration with the M.S. Swaminathan Research
Foundation (MSSRF) allowed her to integrate scientific farming techniques
with traditional methods, enhancing yield and quality.

Beyond farming, Raimati has trained over 2,500 farmers, formed self-help
groups, and helped empower women in her community. Her initiatives,
such as creating value-added products like millet pakoras and laddus, have
provided rural families with sustainable income sources.

In 2023, Raimatiwas honored to attend the G20 Summit in New Delhi, where
she highlighted millet conservation efforts. Recognized by the President
of India, Draupadi Murmu, she showcased the ecological and nutritional
benefits of millets.

Her remarkable work has earned her numerous accolades, including the
2024 Times Network Amazing Indians Award. Raimati's efforts remind us
that passion and perseverance can transform lives, ensuring that Odisha's
agricultural heritage thrives for generations to come.

The Queen of Millets and Odisha’s
Agricultural Beacon
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Ranjan Panda

Water Conservation and
River Protection

Trailblazing
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Achievers

anjan Panda, affectionately known as the “Water Man of Odisha,” is

a pioneering force in environmental conservation whose influence

reaches far beyond the state. With more than three decades of

dedication to water conservation, climate advocacy, and social
justice, Panda has become a symbol of hope for ecological preservation,
especially in today's times of growing environmental challenges.

Panda’'s journey began during his Master's studies in Sociology at
Sambalpur University in 1988, where he founded a grassroots organization
focused on conserving local resources and addressing climate change. This
initiative grew into a nationwide movement, establishing him as a prominent
environmentalist, especially known for his work as the ‘Mahanadi River
Waterkeeper.'

A major highlight of Panda’s career came in 2010 when he was awarded the
“Green Hero” award by NDTV-Toyota and the President of India, recognizing
his transformative work in promoting traditional water harvesting techniques
across India. His efforts have extended to shaping both regional practices and
influencing national policy.

Panda's campaigns, such as the “Mahanadi River Basin Initiative” and
“Healthy Rivers, Happy Cities: Beat the Heat,” have educated the public on
water conservation, particularly urban youth. As a global environmental
thoughtleader, he hasspoken atinternationalwebinarsand served asa faculty
member at the University of Geneva, where he advocates for integrating
traditional knowledge systems in climate resilience efforts.

Panda warns that humanity's disconnection from water bodies threatens
our future, urging a renewed focus on rural areas for water conservation
leadership. Through his work, Ranjan Panda continues to fight for the
preservation of India’'s rivers, ensuring that they remain vital lifelines for future
generations.

QOdisha’s Water Warrior and
Climate Crusader
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Ranjeeta Priyadarshini

Advocating Women's
Health and Equity

Trailblazing
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Achievers

anjeeta Priyadarshini, a powerful voice for women's rights and
workplace equity, has emerged as a symbol of resilience and justice.
Known for her groundbreaking advocacy for paid menstrual leave,
Ranjeeta’s work has inspired activists globally and led to significant International Conference on Paid Period Leave
changes in labor policies both in India and worldwide. Her efforts were s B cipro
internationally recognized during the 79th United Nations General Assembly e
(UNGA), where she addressed world leaders and passionately advocated for

paid menstrual leave.

Ranjeeta’s speech at the UNGA ‘Summit of the Future’ brought attention to
the lack of workplace policies supporting menstrual health. She called for 1-2
days of paid leave to help women manage the physical toll of menstruation
without suffering financial penalties. Her call to action sparked changes in
Odisha, where the state government introduced paid menstrual leave, setting
a precedent that prompted Karnataka to follow suit with six paid leave days
annually. Ranjeeta continues to push for more comprehensive policies to
better support women's health.

Her advocacy is deeply personal, stemmming from her own experience
of being forced to resign after requesting leave for menstrual cramps. This
injustice fueled her determination to fight for the rights of women in similar
situations. Through her relentless efforts, over 30 establishments in India and
27 international organizations have adopted menstrual leave policies, with
countries like Kenya, Sri Lanka, and the UAE following suit.

Ranjeeta’s journey has been recognized in the book Story of a Young
Woman Changemaker: Paid Period Leave Companion to Female Workers
and will also be adapted into a Bollywood film. A true champion for women'’s
rights, Ranjeeta continues to make her mark, inspiring activists and making
lasting, global change.

The Global Advocate for
Paid Menstrual Leave
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Trailblazing
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Achievers

n the vibrant tapestry of Odisha’s illustrious personalities, Ruheena

Priyadarshini emerges as a heartening symbol of empathy, resilience,

and transformation. Her life's mission revolves around helping

individuals navigate life's challenges with positivity and grace, making
her one of the most cherished and impactful figures in the state.

From an early age, Ruheena exhibited an innate drive to uplift others, a
quality that now defines her journey as a trailblazer in emotional wellness
and life skills coaching. For over 15 years, she has been a guiding light for
individuals grappling with sorrow, self-doubt, or depression, showing them
how to unlock their true potential. For many, she is not just a coach but also
a confidante, philosopher, and friend who understands the depth of human
emotions and offers a safe haven in moments of despair.

Ruheena’s expertise spans diverse fields, including life skills coaching,
positive psychology, and motivational speaking. She is internationally
certified in life coaching, NLP (Neuro-Linguistic Programming), and positive
psychology, equipping her with the tools to make profound changes in
the lives of professionals, adolescents, homemakers, and corporate groups
alike. Through her impactful workshops, seminars, and tailored awareness
programs, she has touched countless lives, instilling a sense of hope and
renewed purpose in each one. Ruheena’s greatest strength lies in her ability
to connect deeply with people. Her empathetic approach breaks barriers,
fostering trust and creating personalized strategies that inspire self-discovery
and empowerment. Whether delivering an impassioned speech or crafting
team-building exercises, her work exudes authenticity, dedication, and the
Odia spirit of compassion and community.

Ruheena Priyadarshini isn't merely a life coach—she’s a transformative
force whose words and actions illuminate the path toward a brighter, more
emotionally enriched future for those she touches.

A Beacon of Emotional Wellness and
Hope in Odisha
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...~ < Dr.Sambit Patra

. :Public Service &
Leadership

Trailblazing
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Achievers

r. Sambit Patra, a dedicated leader, has become one of Odisha’s
most inspiring figures, blending modernity with tradition. Born
to Rabindra Nath Patra in Bokaro Steel City, his strong Odia roots
and values have guided his transformative journey.

An academic achiever, Dr. Patra completed his MBBS at Veer Surendra
Sai Institute of Medical Sciences and Research, Sambalpur, and earned
his MS from SCB Medical College, Cuttack. Starting as a medical officer at
Delhi's Hindu Rao Hospital, he transitioned into politics in 2010, joining the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

As BIP's national spokesperson since 2014, Dr. Patra became a formidable
voice for the party. His 2024 election victory as Member of Parliament from
Puri reflects his exceptional leadership and Odisha’s trust in his vision.

Since 2021, Dr. Patra has chaired the India Tourism Development
Corporation (ITDC), championing Odisha’s cultural and tourism legacy. His
work has brought Odisha’s rich heritage to national attention, solidifying its
position in India’s cultural narrative.

Balancing development and preservation, Dr. Patra’s efforts to modernize
Puri while respecting its spiritual essence demonstrate his thoughtful
leadership. Whether promoting Odia culture nationally or advancing
regional development policies, his deep commitment to his homeland
shines through.

Dr. Sambit Patra’s life exemplifies perseverance and devotion to Odisha.
A symbol of Odia pride, he continues to inspire with his vision for progress,
ensuring Odisha’s voice resonates in India’s cultural and economic story.

A Beacon of Odisha’s Pride
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Achievers

andip Das's life story is a testament to the power of perseverance,
vision, and the courage to think beyond boundaries. Born on
January 11, 1958, in the historic town of Cuttack, Sandip grew
up with a natural curiosity and an innate drive to challenge the
ordinary. From these roots, he blossomed into one of the most respected
leaders in the global telecom industry, a role model for generations to come.

An alumnus of the National Institute of Technology (NIT), Rourkela, and
Delhi's Faculty of Management Studies (FMS), Sandip began his illustrious
journey with DCM Shriram before contributing significantly to the launch of
Lexus cars at Toyota in Dubai.

The turning point came in 1994 when he became India’s first private
telecom CEO at Hutchison Max Telecom. Sandip wasn't just building
networks; he was shaping a new India. The Hutch and Orange brands,
under his leadership, weren't just services—they were revolutions in how
India communicated. From the unforgettable Hutch Pug to the pioneering
mobile networks, Sandip’s vision created milestones.

As Group CEO of Maxis, he scaled new heights, transforming the company
into a $20 billion giant and executing one of the largest global telecom IPOs,
raising $3.5 billion in 2009. His strategic campaigns, like the memorable
Hutch Pug advertisement and Aircel’s “Save Our Tigers,” exemplify his ability
to balance business acumen with societal impact.

Recognized with accolades like the Best Malaysian CEO award and the
Lifetime Achievement Award for Indian Telecom, Sandip continues to shape
industries as a mentor, advisor, and advocate for innovation. Today, his story
isn't just about numbers or awards—it's about touching lives, mentoring
the next generation, and giving back to the community that shaped him.
Through his journey, Sandip Das has shown us that leadership isn't about
titles—it's about making a difference.

The Trailblazer Who Connected
Dreams to Possibilities
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Shashanka Sekhar Dash

Journalistic Heritage
and Recordkeeping

Trailblazing
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Achievers

ashanka Sekhar Dash, a passionate journalist from Jajpur, has
achieved global recognition for his unparalleled achievement as
the world's largest collector of newspapers, earning the prestigious
title of “Paperman of India.” His love for newspapers has led him to
secure a Guinness World Record with a collection of over 5,100 titles from 153
countries, placing Odisha on the global map for this unique pursuit.

Starting in 2000, Sashanka's interest in newspapers blossomed into a
worldwide endeavor. His collection spans from regional newspapers in Odisha
to international dailies from across Europe, the Middle East, and beyond.
Notably, Sashanka’s collection proudly showcases 94 regional-language
titles, underscoring his commitment to preserving Odisha’s vernacular press
and celebrating the state's rich linguistic and cultural heritage.

In addition to holding the Guinness World Record, Sashanka's legacy
includes a museum in his native Jajpur, dedicated to his father's memory.
This museum houses his extensive collection and serves as a living testament
to the history and tradition captured in print. Visitors flock to the museum to
revisit moments from the past through the newspapers that shaped history,
making it a heritage site not just for Odisha but for the world.

Sashanka's global fame has also earned him recognition in record books
like the Limca Book of Records and India Book of Records, yet he remains
deeply rooted in his Odia identity. Through exhibitions across Odisha, he has
made his collection accessible to local commmunities, allowing them to relive
historical events through the newspapers of their era.

Sashanka Sekhar Dash’'s passion and achievements have not only earned
him a place in global record books but have solidified his place as a beloved
son of Odisha, continuing to inspire future generations with his dedication to
preserving journalism’s rich history.

Odisha’s “Paperman of India” and
Guinness World Record Holder
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Shreya Lenka

K-pop and Global
Representation

Trailblazing
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Achievers

hreya Lenka stands as a shining example of talent and
determination, rewriting the narrative of success in the world of
art and culture. Her incredible journey from a small town in Odisha
to becoming India’s first K-pop idol has placed her and her state
on the global stage, inspiring countless young aspirants across the nation.

As a member of Blackswan, a globally celebrated K-pop group under
DR Music, Shreya Lenka’s rise to stardom is nothing short of extraordinary.
Selected in May 2022 after an intense global audition involving nearly
4,000 aspirants, Shreya joined Blackswan as a beacon of diversity in the
international music scene. Shreya debuted in 2003 with BLOOM and
solidified her position in the global K-pop landscape, blending her Indian
cultural roots with the infectious rhythms and energy of K-pop.

Navigating the fiercely competitive and demanding K-pop industry
required relentless perseverance, rigorous training,and an unwavering belief
in her dreams. Shreya'’s success proves that talent knows no boundaries and
determination can overcome any challenge.

Her achievements resonate with Odisha’s vibrant cultural heritage,
shining a spotlight on the state’s artistic contributions. For Odia girls,
especially those aspiring to carve paths in unconventional fields, Shreya is
a true inspiration, demonstrating that the pursuit of bold and ambitious
dreams is within reach with courage and dedication.

Shreya Lenka's story is more than a personal triumph; it is a milestone
for India on the global music map and a proud moment for Odisha. As she
continues to captivate audiences worldwide, her legacy grows as a trailblazer
in the arts and a source of hope for countless young women aiming to make
their mark in the world.

From Odisha to the
Global K-pop Spotlight
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Siddhartha Mohanty

Insurance and Financial

Jewels of Odisha

Leadership

Trailblazing
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Achievers

iddhartha Mohanty, the distinguished Chairperson of Life

Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) since April 2023, stands as a

beacon of inspiration for Odias across the nation. With roots deeply

embedded in Odisha, Mohanty embodies the spirit of excellence,
resilience, and innovation that the state fosters.

Born and educated in Odisha, he is a proud alumnus of Utkal University
and Xavier Institute of Management, Bhubaneswar. His illustrious career,
spanning nearly four decades, is a testament to his dedication and strategic
brilliance. Joining LIC in 1985 as a Direct Recruit Officer, he swiftly rose
through the ranks, showcasing his exceptional leadership and problem-
solving skills. Mohanty has held pivotal positions, including Senior Divisional
Manager, Regional Manager of Marketing, and CEO of LIC Housing Finance
Ltd., one of the largest housing finance companies in India.

As the Chairperson of LIC, India’s largest life insurer, Mohanty has been
instrumental in spearheading groundbreaking initiatives that drive digital
transformation and enhance customer experience. His visionary leadership
ensures that LIC not only maintains its dominant position in the sector
but also thrives as a modern, innovative institution catering to millions of
policyholders across the globe.

He also chairs the boards of LIC's subsidiaries, overseeing domestic and
international operations in Bahrain, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Singapore, and Kenya,
further elevating LIC's global stature.

Siddhartha Mohanty's journey from Odisha to the helm of India’s most
trusted life insurance institution serves as an inspiration to countless young
Odias. His extraordinary achievements reflect the unyielding determination
and brilliance that define the jewels of Odisha. Through his remarkable
leadership and unwavering commitment, Mohanty continues to make his
state and nation proud.

Odisha’s Guiding Star in the World of
Finance
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Simron Mohapatra

Entrepreneurship

Jewels of Odisha
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Achievers

t 25, Simron Mohapatra is transforming education and

entrepreneurship, becoming a powerful role model for young

Odia innovators, especially women aspiring to make an impact.

s the co-founder of Kenverse and a founding member of

TurboStart Global, Simron’s groundbreaking work is revolutionizing higher
education and fostering startup ecosystems.

Her flagship product, Ken42, is redefining campus management with Al-
driven analytics, virtual classrooms, and comprehensive student lifecycle
tools. By collaborating with esteemed institutions like FLAME University,
Ken42 has become a trusted partner in modernizing education, with
ambitious plans for global expansion.

Simron’s efforts extend to empowering startups through her role at
TurboStart Global, where she provides early-stage ventures with funding,
mentorship, and strategic guidance. Her passion for nurturing the next
generation of founders reflects her dedication to innovation and inclusivity.

A graduate in Electronics and Communication Engineering from VIT
Vellore, Simron has achieved exceptional milestones in just a few years,
shattering barriers in male-dominated industries. Her work demonstrates
that age and gender are no constraints to success.

Simron also champions diversity in tech and entrepreneurship, inspiring
countless others to break boundaries and pursue their dreams. Through
her achievements and advocacy, she embodies the ideals of determination
and empowerment. Odisha takes immense pride in celebrating Simron
Mohapatra as a trailblazer who exemplifies what its daughters can achieve
on the global stage. Her journey of innovation, resilience, and dedication is a
shining testament to the power of vision and courage, inspiring a generation
to follow in her footsteps.

Empowering Education and
Entrepreneurship
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Smruti Rekha Nayak

Artistic Innovation and
Cultural Expression
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Trailblazing
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Achievers

ifteen-year-old Smruti Rekha Nayak from Rourkela has captured the

imagination of many with her extraordinary artistry and spiritual

connection. A student at Chinmaya Vidyalaya English Medium,

Smruti achieved a remarkable feat by painting the images of Lord
Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra, and Goddess Subhadra on 21 different types
of seeds, including watermelon, pumpkin, and bitter gourd. Her work, now
recognized in the India Book of Records, blends creativity with deep reverence
for the deities central to Odisha’s culture and spirituality.

For Smruti, the seeds were more than just a unique canvas; they symbolized
the profound bond between nature and the divine. “Seeds are an integral part
of our lives, just as Lord Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra, and Goddess Subhadra
are essential to existence. My art symbolizes this connection,” she said. Her
paintingsreflect her strong faith, as Lord Jagannath was a source of inspiration
throughout her creative process. “When | started my work, nothing came to
my mind except His name. His devotion guided me,” Smruti shared.

Her family’s unwavering support has been pivotal in nurturing her creative
talents. With their encouragement, Smruti's determination to make art a
blend of devotion and skill has led her to this record-setting achievement,
making her not just an exceptional artist, but an inspiration for youth. Smruti's
creation stands as a testament to the powerful intersection of culture,
spirituality, and art.

As she looks to the future, Smruti aims to continue honing her artistic
abilities while exploring new ways to express her devotion. Her achievement
has earned her admiration far beyond Rourkela, cementing her place as one
of Odisha's brightest young stars. Through her work, Smruti Rekha Nayak
exemplifies how creativity, faith, and hard work can inspire future generations
to preserve and celebrate their cultural roots.

Odisha’s Young Artist Who Painted
Spirituality on Seeds
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Subhransu Satpathy

Wildlife Conservation

Trailblazing

G419 QIENI] QISER RIS, FRUN AR 6YN 6QRIFIRG FRI°g S92 IR
din Q2EH1GE QSRR 16 YO19 ARTRS | AAIFINRE K196 98l 996! AR dRI°ge
QQYeI BI BREISIANT AR 661990 42 ABIRE IS F4BLR AIFl SRR

BE6IR 65T gQEedel ARGIAER KRGS FRI°Y, FAURg AIee 98 I8 AR
A°64I9l YIIF FR26M | 2008 6Q BEEIER IR YIY ANAER VARG @R 6QIFIRG! IR 69
€IS dIg 948 K891 Aag aT26M | &8 eFa KISl F1I68 69 40,000 Q RS 218,560 9l
din QlF 99° YR 946 A0 dLAUIR6R AYIFIem AR e IF I8 aR8S IR
RIPL° AR JR6R4 AHIFAR 69816991 B2l ALAIRL FIPL°AR 6L Time Hero QIFER
AIRYG! RIR FAKE |

Gl gald aAFe® AR KR 9e° 2ige 6AISIasl 69 IAS @ 9FaILl8 AR
265905 9 @98l ddis QUIAR | ARIFRAS QIRIIEES PIMER SREE F162ILR6R Jede
62IRYS| ST SQUEEIQIAT ‘They Really Need Us, 2629247 G2l Y dIgt 99URg &9
2°848 G2l g8l IR KRN AIFNRGIG 6N QHFF FRT6R S ILHIR AR I° 4R
A°HYI6R QIR ILIQ Fo°Al [R6M |

ANIAIeE °HY 2I9 F6aII6R AITUGYR AN 6294l 6DISIRSI FFES Rl gaa 4901
gRISEIR RIY 620& 81,654 69 FRUIRG, 93 B 69IF RBYIT 69 FIRI AGUIE Q RS
60 AIG Qe8|

@68 QU8 TR LRI LRI AMAIGG oSl 6QRUCAIANAGT JFER A°AVE AR
6994l 6QIFIRAER, I I8 Ay aldiay Jy 993I6R, QIR 99 GRE JO1R 6LR8d
gQi°g 19921 | 61N QISEUIg QI6S RISl 9T (218 QUBREN QIISERT, GRS TR g
JAERE o8I 99° 2°Ré IR 6926 6LFRS |

e

>

BEEIQ SISAI: RIGL°ACR QACS
ge°qaiq |Ig!




Achievers

ubhransu Satpathy, known as the “Birdman of Odisha,” is a powerful

symbol of dedication to environmental conservation. With a deep

reverence for nature instilled from his childhood, Subhranshu’s love

for wildlife led him to a lifelong mission to protect birds, particularly
in the face of urbanization and climate change.

Since 2008, Subhransu has distributed over 40,000 earthen pots, nesting
boxes, and seedballs to provide birds with water and safe spaces in urban
settings. His grassroots initiative has not only helped thousands of birds but
has also inspired a broader awareness about the need for conservation. His
work has earned him international recognition, including accolades as a UN
Environment Programme Volunteer and a Time Hero.

A documentary filmmaker, Subhransu’s film They Really Need Us was
featured at the Dadasaheb Phalke Film Festival, bringing further attention
to the cause of wildlife conservation. Beyond his hands-on work, he has
conducted numerous workshops in schools and community centers,
emphasizing the importance of small, everyday actions, like placing water
bowls for birds, in fostering environmental consciousness from a young age.

Subhransu’s tireless advocacy continues to inspire people in Odisha and
beyond. His efforts transcend individual acts of kindness, emphasizing a
collective responsibility to protect the environment. As the “Birdman of
Odisha,” Subhransu Satpathy's legacy of care for the natural world ensures
that future generations will continue to take meaningful action toward
protecting nature and its invaluable biodiversity.

Odisha’s Birdman and
Champion of Conservation
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Prof. (Dr.) Subrat
Kumar Acharya

Medicine, Healthcare,
and Education

Jewels of Odisha

Trailblazing
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Achievers

rof. Subrat Kumar Acharya, a trailblazing gastroenterologist and

liver transplant specialist, stands as a beacon of excellence and

inspiration for Odisha and the world. His remarkable journey spans

over four decades of groundbreaking contributions to medicine,
education, and research.

A former Head of Gastroenterology at AlIIMS, New Delhi, Prof. Acharya
redefined patient care and medical innovation during his illustrious tenure.
While appointed as the founding Director of AIIMS Bhubaneswar in 2012,
his passion for advancing gastroenterology kept him devoted to AIIMS, New
Delhi. Currently, as Pro-Chancellor and Professor of Gastroenterology at KIIT
University, he continues to nurture Odisha’s medical ecosystem.

Prof. Acharya's accolades mirror his extraordinary impact: the Padma
Shri (2014), the Biju Patnaik Award by Odisha Vigyan Academy, and lifetime
achievement recognitions from premier gastroenterology societies.
Fellowships from prestigious institutions such as NASI and FIAS, alongside
several oration awards, highlight his distinguished career.

More than a physician, Prof. Acharya is a visionary mentor, prolific
researcher, and writer. His unwavering dedication to mentoring the next
generation and bolstering Odisha's prominence in global healthcare
embodies the state’s spirit of resilience and innovation.

Prof. Acharya’s extraordinary journey inspires countless Odias to pursue
excellence, underscoring his legacy as one of Odisha’s most esteemed sons.

Illuminating Odisha’s Legacy in Medicine
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Upendra Tripathy

Solar Energy and Sustainable
Development
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Trailblazing
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Achievers

ailing from the serene hamlet of Kahakapur near Chilika Lake,

Upendra Tripathy exemplifies the Odia spirit of resilience, vision,

and excellence. A retired IAS officer, his transformative career has

brought national and international acclaim, making him a source
of pride for Odisha.

Asthefirst Director General of the International Solar Alliance (ISA), Tripathy
became the first Odia to lead a treaty-based, UN-ratified multilateral body
headquartered in India. Under his leadership, the ISA emerged as a global
symbol of sustainability, advancing solar energy worldwide. Previously, as
Secretary of the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, he propelled India’s
renewable energy ambitions, significantly contributing to its 175 GW target.

A dynamic administrator, Tripathy spearheaded impactful initiatives,
such as reviving the Bangalore Metropolitan Transport Corporation into a
profitable entity—an achievement that earned him the Prime Minister’s
Award for Excellence in Public Administration. His visionary leadership
shaped institutions like CiSTUP at IISc and the Akshar Foundation, uplifting
education and fostering innovation. Even after four decades, Hassan district
remembers his ingenuity and imagination in building the Kalamandira as
a cultural centre. So does Sahitya Akademi of Karnataka remembers him
every year while conferring the Nrupathunga award that Mr Tripathy created
through a corporate endowment. These deeds have been emulated by young
officers from various parts of India and have promoted innovation, ambition
and out of box thinking among the young. Beyond governance, Tripathy
is a published poet, celebrating Odisha’s rich literary heritage through his
creative works. His academic journey, from Ravenshaw College to Carleton
University, highlights his passion for lifelong learning. Tripathy's inspiring
legacy of leadership and compassion serves as a beacon for Odisha’s youth,
demonstrating that resilience, ingenuity, and dedication can pave the way
for transformative progress.

Champion of Solar Empowerment
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'Chilika Lake

A Jewel ot Asia and
Sanctuary of
Nature's Splendor

hilika Lake, the largest internal saltwater lake in Asia and India’s biggest coastal

lagoon, is a breathtaking testament to Odisha’s natural riches. Spanning an

expansive 1,100 square kilometers, this pear-shaped waterbody is nestled near

Satapada at the mouth of the Daya River. Chilika's ecological significance and
captivating beauty have earned it global recognition, making it a symbol of Odisha’s
heritage and natural abundance.

Chilika Lake's unique geography, stretching fromm Bhusandpur in the north (Puri
district) to Rambha-Malud in the south (Ganjam district), creates an intricate ecosystem
that harmoniously blends marshy islands, sand flats, and salt pans. It boasts several
picturesque islands, including the iconic Honeymoon Island and Breakfast Island,
further enhancing its charm.

Declared the first Indian wetland of international importance under the Ramsar
Convention in 1981, Chilika sustains over 150,000 fisherfolk across 132 shore villages,
blending human livelihoods seamlessly with its rich natural resources.

Chilika is a vibrant wintering ground for migratory birds from as far as the Caspian
Sea, Lake Baikal,and Mongolia, hosting species like White-bellied Sea Eagles, Flamingos,
and Purple Moorhens. It also nurtures one of the world’s largest flamingo breeding
colonies. In addition to its avian diversity, Chilika is home to the rare Irrawaddy dolphins,
adding to the lake’s allure for eco-tourists and wildlife enthusiasts.

The Chilika Lake Sanctuary envelops this vast lagoon, fostering diverse wildlife,
including Blackbuck, Golden Jackals, and Hyenas, alongside an impressive flora count
of 710 species. This intricate biodiversity, intertwined with the pristine beauty of sunrises,
sunsets, and cultural treasures like the Kalijai Temple, cements Chilika as a harmonious
blend of nature and tradition. The temple, dedicated to Goddess Kalijai, is a spiritual
anchor, drawing numerous devotees, especially during the vibrant Makar Sankranti
festival.

Chilika Lake'secologicalrichnessandserenelandscapeshaveestablisheditasOdisha's
flagship destination for eco-tourism. Boating excursions offer a unigque perspective on
its stunning surroundings, best enjoyed between November and February. This period
unveils a vivid spectacle of migratory birds and an unparalleled connection to nature.

In its vast expanse, Chilika Lake embodies the confluence of ecological significance,
cultural vibrancy, and human harmony, making it a true Jewel of Odisha. This natural
marvel not only supports life in countless forms but also invites awe and inspiration for
all who witness its grandeur.
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'Jagannath Rosaghara

Where the
(ods Feast

118 Jewels of Odisha

ituated within the sacred premises of the Puri Jagannath Temple

in Odisha, Jagannath Rosaghara is celebrated as the world’'s largest

kitchen. This extraordinary culinary space has sustained its traditional

grandeur and devotion-driven ethos for over 500 years, serving
thousands of devotees daily.

Spanning a massive 150 feet in length, 100 feet in breadth, and 20 feet in
height, the Rosaghara is a marvel of organized tradition and scale. Within its 32
roomsare housed an impressive 240 hearths, categorized into Anna Chulifor rice
dishes, Ahia Chuli for dals and curries, and Pitha Chuli for sweets and desserts.
The cooking employs wood-fired stoves and earthen pots—methods that
remain unchanged, preserving their deep cultural and religious significance.

The kitchen boasts a daily workforce of nearly 1,000 cooks and assistants
who follow age-old techniques, ensuring that every dish retains its sanctity and
taste. Remarkably, despite not using modern appliances like grinders or gas
stoves, the kitchen effortlessly feeds upwards of 20,000 to 30,000 people daily.
On festive occasions, this number soars past 100,000, with freshly prepared
Mahaprasad distributed to eager devotees.

Every aspect of this operation exudes devotion, from the unbroken kitchen
fire, believed to burn continuously since the temple’s inception, to the use of
new earthen pots daily, symbolizing renewal and purity.

Jagannath Rosaghara not only feeds bodies but also nourishes souls, offering
food imbued with spirituality. Visitors witness the meticulous preparation, scale,
and historic rituals that make this kitchen a cornerstone of the Puri Jagannath
Temple experience. Beyond its immense size, it stands as a tribute to timeless
tradition and unwavering faith.




'Raghurajpur

Odisha’s Celebrated
Heritage Village of
Mastertul Artistry

estled on the southern banks of the Bhargabi River, a mere 14 km from Puri, Raghurajpur
is more than a village—it is a living canvas of Odisha’s ancient artistic heritage. Revered
for its master Pattachitra painters, Gotipua dance troupes, and diverse crafts, Raghurajpur
exemplifies a deep blend of tradition, artistry, and sustainability.

Raghurajpur stands as the birthplace of iconic personalities like Padma Vibhushan Guru Kelucharan
Mohapatra, the legendary Odissi exponent, and Padma Shri Guru Maguni Charan Das, the Gotipua
dancer. Shilp Guru Dr. Jagannath Mahapatra, a prominent Pattachitra artist, has also contributed
immensely to the preservation and evolution of Pattachitra, a centuries-old art form dating back to
5BC.

Every resident of this heritage village is an artisan par excellence. From Pattachitra scroll paintings
and Tussar silkR artworks to palm leaf engravings, papier-méaché toys, wood carvings, and cow-dung
tigurines, the village brims with creativity. Among these, Pattachitra, an intricate style of scroll painting,
is the crown jewel. Using traditional techniques and natural colors, artists depict mythological tales,
scenes from epics, and folRlore in vivid detail, creating stunning visual narratives.

The 120 houses in Raghurajpur are adorned with mural paintings, a testament to the village's
vibrant artistic ethos. The village also specializes in the creation of Talapatra Chitra, intricate engravings
on palm leaves, requiring exceptional precision and patience. Additionally, the community excels
in papier-maché toys and wood carvings, demonstrating their versatility in transforming simple
materials into masterpieces.

Raghurajpur holds a special place in Odisha’s spiritual and cultural identity. It is the only village
that creates Patas, traditional decorations used during the Rath Yatra festival of Lord Jagannath in
Puri. In 2000, the Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) recognized the village's
significance and developed it as Odisha’s first heritage crafts village. This included the establishment
of an interpretation center, artistically adorned houses, and a rest house for visitors.

Raghurajpur attracts both domestic and international tourists, drawn by its authenticity and artistry.
Heritage walks guided by trained villagers offer immersive experiences, making the village a model
for rural and cultural tourism. Each year, the village hosts the Basant Utsav — Parampara Raghurajpur,
a spring festival celebrating its artistic heritage with dance, music, and exhibitions of crafts.

Raghurajpur embraces sustainability with practices like vermicomposting, rainwater harvesting,
solar power adoption, and eco-friendly crafting methods. Artisans use natural colors, recyclable
materials, and local resources, setting an example of environmental responsibility.

With a strong focus on rural tourism and artisanal industries, Raghurajpur ensures economic
sustainability. Local artisans receive training to adapt to evolving market demands, supported by
state and national policies. Community-based organizations play an integral role in promoting and
preserving the village’s artistic heritage.

Raghurajpur is not just a village but a testament to the enduring spirit of art and culture. It embodies
the perfect harmony between tradition and progress, maRing it a shining jewel in Odisha’s cultural
crown and a global beacon of heritage craftsmanship.
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estled in the historical city of Cuttack, Ravenshaw University stands as a beacon of
R a‘v e n S h aw educational excellence and cultural heritage, representing the confluence of Odisha’s
past, present, and future. Established as Ravenshaw College in 1868, this illustrious
institution was elevated to the status of a university on November 15, 2006, cementing its
u n i V e r S i t place as a cornerstone of higher education in India.

y The legacy of Ravenshaw is intertwined with the history of modern Odisha. Its grand hall bore
witness to epochal events, including the declaration of Odisha as a separate province on April 1, 1936,
. ’ and served as the State’s first legislative assembly until Independence. It also became a site of patriotic

A Jew e I Of O d 1 S h a S fervor during the Quit India Movement of 1942, as students defiantly brought down the Union Jack.
Initially affiliated with Calcutta University, followed by Patna University and later Utkal University,

[ )
G IO I' 1 O u S Le a C Ravenshaw has been a cradle of intellectual growth, producing some of Odisha’s most distinguished
[uminaries. Its contributions go beyond education: institutions like Utkal University, Odisha State

Museum, and Madhusudan Law College trace their origins to this iconic establishment.

Renowned for academic rigor, Ravenshaw commenced postgraduate teaching as early as 1922
with its MA in English program. Its library, named after the Raja Sahib of Kanika, is the largest in
QOdisha, serving as a treasure trove of knowledge and history.

Designated a Centre of Potential Excellence by the UGC and honored with an ‘A’ grade by NAAC,
Ravenshaw exemplifies academic brilliance. Its Victorian architecture, one of the finest in India, adds
to its unmatched charm. Recognizing its monumental heritage, the Government of India issued a
commemorative stamp in 1978, solidifying its national stature.

Ravenshaw University continues to shape Odisha’s future while preserving its rich legacy, truly
standing as a “Jewel of Odisha.”

RAVENSHAW CONVENTIONM CENTRE
'SEVEN PILLARS OF WiSDOM

— .. -

.= § /. g"?
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'Satyabadi Bana
Vidyalaya

A Legacy of Holistic
Education and National
Reawakening

estled in the serene Bakula Churriana forest near the ancient Sakhigopala temple in

Puri, Satyabadi Bana Vidyalaya stands as an enduring symbol of educational excellence

and social upliftment in Odisha. Founded in 1909 by Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu

Das, a polymath and luminary of the Indian freedom struggle, the school embodied his
revolutionary vision for nation-building through education.

Nicknamed the “Man Manufacturing Factory,” the institution emphasized holistic development,
blending India’s Vedic Gurukula traditions with modern pedagogical advances. Gopabandhu’'s dream
was to nurture morally upright, intellectually astute, and socially responsible individuals who would
lead India’s resurgence and champion the upliftment of Odisha’s marginalized communities.

Far from the clamor of colonial towns, the school’s idyllic rural setting fostered a unique learning
ecosystem, enriched by discipline, free thinking, democratic values, and nationalistic fervor. Students
and teachers alike shared a familial bond, guided by the ideals of truth, service, and collective growth.

Inspired by prestigious institutions like Fergusson College in Pune and the great public schools
of Eton and Harrow, the school adopted innovative educational practices that prepared students for
modern challenges while deeply rooting them in India’s heritage. The Satyabadi Vidyalaya model
promoted physical, mental, and moral growth, complemented by active political awareness and a
spirit of social service.

Despite operating under the shadow of colonial oppression, economic adversity, and social
backwardness, Satyabadi Bana Vidyalaya earned widespread acclaim, often compared to the great
Nalanda of ancient India. Its commitment to fostering selfless leadership and shaping a society
resistant to colonial exploitation made it a powerhouse of revolutionary ideas.

Pandit Gopabandhu'’s dedication to his people, honed through service during natural calamities
and epidemics, permeated the institution’s ethos. Together with a team of like-minded visionaries,
he transformed the school into a beacon of hope for Odisha. The founders’ unwavering belief in
education as a tool for societal transformation remains an inspiration, maRing Satyabadi Bana
Vidyalaya a true Jewel of Odisha.
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° estled in the tranquil heritage town of Baripada in Mayurbhanj, Odisha, the Belgadia
I he Bel a d l a Palace is a stunning testament to Kalinga's royal legacy and architectural splendor.
Constructed in the early 1800s under the aegis of Dowager Maharani Sumitra Devi Bhanj

Deo and further enhanced by successive rulers, this Victorian-style mansion seamlessly

p a l a C E blends Georgian aesthetics with modern amenities, offering an immersive royal experience.

Originally conceived to host foreign dignitaries and royal guests, the palace later became the
residence of the Mayurbhanj royal family after India’s independence. Spread across 15 acres of
. picturesque Eastern countryside, it now operates as an award-winning boutique hotel, lovingly
A R e g a I O a S 1 S restored to preserve its historic essence. The interiors reflect the vision of Sri Ram Chandra Bhanj Deo,
the famed “Philosopher King,” and are infused with charm and opulence that evoke the grandeur of
India’s princely states.

L] L]
]- n O d ]-S h a The Belgadia Palace is not just a retreat but a cultural hub. It boasts art from renowned painters

and is surrounded by architectural marvels from the 8th and 14th centuries. The Mayurbhanj district’s
cultural treasures—such as Dokra craft, Sabai grass weaving, and the celebrated Chhau dance—are
intricately woven into its legacy. Over its storied existence, it has hosted luminaries like J.N. Tata,
Annie Besant, members of the Tagore family, and even international royals.

Guests can indulge in croquet games, afternoon teas, or serene walks among lush mango orchards
while enjoying poetic views of the countryside. Guided by the royal daughters, Mrinalika and Akshita
Bhanj Deo, who also lead the Mayurbhanj Foundation, the palace remains a symbol of philanthropy
and timeless elegance.

A hidden gem of Odisha, the Belgadia Palace invites travelers to experience its regal past while
enjoying unparalleled Iuxury in the heart of nature.

S| T
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'Khaja

Odisha’s Heritage
Sweet with
Divine Connections

FEEAIRL e iy

haja, also known as Khaja Pheni, is a quintessential part of Odisha’s culinary heritage,

particularly associated with the sacred city of Puri. This traditional layered sweet, light and

flaRy in texture, holds both spiritual and cultural significance. As part of the Chhapan Bhog

(the 56 delicacies offered to Lord Jagannath), Khaja finds a place of pride in the Mahaprasad
of the sibling deities of the revered Jagannath Temple.

Khaja is a simple yet exquisite sweet made from a dough of wheat flour, sugar, and ghee. The
dough is rolled into thin layers, meticulously folded, and deep-fried until it achieves a golden-brown,
crispy texture. In some variations, these crispy delights are soaked in sugar syrup, which gives them an
added layer of sweetness that melts in the mouth. The result is a perfectly balanced treat—delightfully
crispy on the outside yet tender on the inside.

Locally known as Pheni when it assumes a more wafer-like form, Khaja is versatile. It can be
savored as a snack-time indulgence or offered to guests on special occasions. Its wafery, melt-in-your-
mouth goodness transcends age groups, maRing it a universal favorite.

Khaja's fame is not confined to Odisha. Recently, TasteAtlas recognized Khaja among the 10
Best “sweet pastries” in the world. The global culinary guide described Khaja as a traditional dessert
“consisting of a flour, sugar, and ghee-based dough, deep-fried in oil until golden and crispy, and
occasionally soaked in sugar syrup.” Such acclaim is a testament to its universal appeal and timeless
charm.

For devotees visiting the Jagannath Temple in Puri, Khaja is much more than a sweet—it's a
spiritual offering. The crispy “SuRhila Prasad” (dry Mahaprasad) is often chosen by pilgrims from
Ananda Bazaar within the temple premises or purchased in baskets from shops lining the Bada Danda
(Grand Road) to take home for loved ones.

The artistry in preparing Khaja lies in creating perfect, delicate layers. It not only embodies Odisha’s
rich culinary legacy but also serves as a bridge between faith and food. Khaja is a symbol of devotion,
tradition, and craftsmanship, celebrated both as a divine offering and a treasured dessert by people
across generations.

Whether it’s served as Mahaprasad, enjoyed with afternoon tea, or gifted as a token of affection,
Khaja holds a special place in Odisha’s gastronomic heritage and continues to win hearts globally.
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