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Odisha’s Torchbearer of Transformative Governance
and National Progress

Dharmendra Pradhan (born 26 June 1969) stands as one of contemporary Odisha’s most influential national leaders, whose
visionary policies have touched millions of lives across India while keeping his roots firmly planted in Talcher’s soil. As
Union Minister of Education and a distinguished parliamentarian representing Sambalpur, he embodies the modern face
of Odisha’s contribution to nation-building—combining grassroots understanding with transformative governance.

Born in Talcher to Dr. Debendra Pradhan, himself a former Union Minister, young Dharmendra’s political consciousness
awakened early through student activism. Joining the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) in 1983 at Talcher Col-
lege, he served as president and secretary of the student union, championing youth issues with remarkable dedication. He
pursued his postgraduate degree in Anthropology from Utkal University, Bhubaneswar, grounding himself in the system-
atic study of society—a foundation that would shape his people-centric policy approach.

His parliamentary journey began with election to the 14th Lok Sabha, followed by consecutive terms in the Rajya Sabha
representing Bihar and Madhya Pradesh, before his triumphant return to Odisha in 2024, winning the Sambalpur Lok
Sabha seat. This trajectory reflects both his pan-Indian appeal and his enduring bond with his home state.

As Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas (2014-2021), Pradhan implemented transformative initiatives that revolution-
ized energy access. The Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana provided over 80 million LPG connections to women from Below
Poverty Line families, liberating rural India from traditional cooking fuels’ health hazards. His PAHAL scheme became the
world’s largest Direct Benefit Transfer initiative, while the #GiveltUp campaign inspired 10 million affluent citizens to vol-
untarily surrender LPG subsidies for the needy—a masterclass in participatory governance. The Hydrocarbon Exploration
and Licensing Policy he championed attracted substantial investment, boosting domestic production and employment.

As Minister of Steel (2019-2021), he launched Mission Purvodaya and Ispati Irada, strengthening regional industrial
growth across eastern India. His tenure as Minister of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (2017-2024) expanded ITI
infrastructure by over 40% and increased enrollment by 28%, directly addressing India’s skill gap crisis.

Since July 2021, as Union Education Minister, Pradhan has spearheaded the implementation of the National Education
Policy 2020—India’s most comprehensive educational reform in decades. He has championed digital learning platforms
like DIKSHA, SWAYAM, and PM eVidya, making quality education accessible across geographic and economic divides.
His reforms to the National Testing Agency and initiatives establishing global university campuses in India position the
nation as an emerging knowledge economy hub.

Honored with the Best Legislator Award, Utkalmani Gopabandhu Pratibha Samman, and Odisha Citizens’ Award, Pradhan
represents a new generation of Odia leadership—rooted in regional identity yet commanding national stature. His life ex-
emplifies how dedicated public service, innovative policy-making, and unwavering commitment to inclusive development
can transform millions of lives while honoring one’s heritage.
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A Celebration ot Excellence

In every corner of Odisha—from the temple spires of Bhubaneswar to the tribal heartlands of Mayurbhanj, from
the bustling lanes of Cuttack to the serene shores of Chilika—there exists a quiet brilliance that has shaped not
just this ancient land, but the very fabric of our nation and beyond.

Jewels of Odisha 2026 is our humble attempt to honor that brilliance.

This year’s edition arrives at a transformative moment in Odisha’s journey. The state that once exported spices
to Java and Sumatra centuries ago now commands a pivotal position in India’s economic resurgence. Under vi-
sionary governance, Odisha has emerged as a powerhouse—leading in steel production, pioneering renewable
energy corridors, attracting semiconductor investments, and building world-class infrastructure that connects
its remotest villages to global opportunities. The Smart City transformation of Bhubaneswar, the Make in Odisha
initiatives drawing investments worth lakhs of crores, and the state’s leadership in climate-resilient governance
reflect an administration committed to inclusive prosperity while honoring cultural roots.

Against this backdrop of economic dynamism, we celebrate fifty remarkable personalities who embody Odisha’s
timeless spirit of excellence. They are scientists who decode the cosmos, administrators who reshape governance,
artists who preserve our soul, entrepreneurs who build empires from conviction, and activists who awaken social
conscience. Each profile is a testament to what becomes possible when talent meets purpose, when roots run
deep but vision soars high.

Alongside these luminous individuals, we honor Odisha’s living heritage through ten folk dance forms—from the
thunderous beats of Ghumura to the devotional grace of Jodi Sankha. These dances are not mere performances
but repositories of memory, identity, and joy passed down through generations, thriving even as modernity re-
shapes our landscape.

What unites every story in these pages is not privilege or circumstance, but something far more profound: the
courage to dream beyond limitations, the discipline to pursue mastery, and the generosity to serve communities
larger than oneself. Here are lives that began in small towns and remote villages, yet reached global stages. Here
are voices that rose from struggle to become instruments of change.

As Odisha strides confidently into a future defined by technology, sustainability, and social equity, these achievers
remind us that our greatest strength has always been our people—their resilience, their innovation, their unwav-

ering commitment to excellence.

May these stories ignite in you what they have ignited in us: pride in our past, confidence in our present, and
boundless hope for our future.

Welcome to Jewels of Odisha 2026—where legacy meets aspiration, and tradition dances with transformation.
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Anil
Pradhan

STEM
Education Visionary

Trailblazing
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Achievers

disha beams with pride as it celebrates Anil Pradhan, fondly

known as the “ldeas Man of India” — a visionary engineer,

educator, and social innovator who has redefined rural

education through creativity and technology. Born in the
humble village of Baral, Anil's journey from a small island in Odisha to
global recognition is a story of grit, purpose, and brilliance.

YOUNG TINKER
FOUNEEN 10N

=y

As Founder and CEO of the Young Tinker Foundation, Anil Pradhan has
empowered over 2.7 lakh students through hands-on STEM initiatives like
Tinker Spaces and Tinker on Wheels. His team won World Rank 3 at NASA
Rover Challenge 2021, earning him National Youth Award (Govt. of India,
2021), 3M CII Young Innovators Award and global honors including Forbes
Asia’s 30 Under 30 recognition.

Beyond accolades, Anil played a key role in shaping India’s first School
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Policy (SIEP 2021) with the Ministry of
Education—empowering millions of students to think and create fearlessly.

Through his |.C.E. philosophy—Intent, Content, Environment—Anil
continues to inspire future innovators across |ITs, [IMs, and global forums.
Odisha proudly celebrates him as one of its brightest jewels, a symbol of
how dreams from small villages can illuminate the world.

Anil Pradhan stands as proof that innovation, when rooted in purpose,
can change the course of education forever.

Odisha’s pride and
India’s real-life rancho
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Anvi
Agrawal

Creative
Prodigy

Trailblazing
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Achievers

N Bhubaneswar’s ancienttemple city, Anvi Vishesh Agrawal discovered
her voice through colour before words. This prodigy spoke in textures
and emotions, creating over seventy artworks that shimmer with
wisdom beyond her tender years.

Her journey transcended canvas. A bilingual book teaching emotional
intelligence and a historic TEDx appearance made her one of Odisha’s
youngest ambassadors of courage. But Anvi's truest gift lies in her
compassion-driven initiatives and unshaken belief that joy multiplies when
shared.

Through every brushstroke and spoken word, she demonstrates that
greatness awakenswherever curiosity meets kindness. Her story reminds us
that profound impact requires neither age nor permission—only authentic
expression and an open heart. A jewel of Odisha, radiant and still rising.

Bhubaneswar’s youngest
voice of wonder
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Ayushman
Nanda

Young Innovator

Trailblazing
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Achievers

disha beams with pride as 13-year-old Ayushman Nanda

emerges as one of the state’'s youngest innovators and

entrepreneurs, earning admiration across India. A student with

a passion for technology and problem-solving, Ayushman has
already proven that age is no limit to imagination or impact.

At the Utkarsh Odisha Conclave 2025, Ayushman wowed audiences with
his two innovative creations — a posture alert device to prevent back pain
and an Al-based security software to detect suspicious activity. Backed by
a X2 lakh grant from the Ministry of Education, he turned his ideas into
prototypes, blending personal experience with social purpose to create
real-world impact.

Ayushman represents the spirit of New Odisha — curious, confident,
and committed to innovation. His success story underscores the power of
nurturing young minds through mentorship and opportunity. As Odisha
positions itself as a rising hub for start-ups and tech-driven ideas, talents
like Ayushman are its brightest jewels.

The young innovator’s journey reminds us that with imagination and

determination, even a schoolboy from Odisha can inspire a nation and
shape the future of technology.

The young genius- turning imagination
into innovation
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Charudutta
Panigrahi

Poet-Changemaker

Trailblazing
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Achievers

disha proudly celebrates the remarkable Charudutta Panigrahi,

a poet and visionary who has brought global acclaim home

with the prestigious Emily Dickinson Award for his poetry

anthology Swirl & Still. This global recognition celebrates his
lyrical geniusand positions himamong the world'sfinest literary voiceswho,
like Dickinson, explore the delicate intersections of emotion, philosophy,
and human experience.

Charudutta has long been one of the state’s most dynamic minds,
balancing poetry with purpose. His anthology Swirl & Still moves fluidly
between nostalgia and modernity, drawing from Odisha's landscapes
while resonating with universal emotion. Beyond his literary brilliance, he
is the founder of FIDR, a development think tank that has shaped inclusive
growth policies and impacted over half a million lives.

A TED speaker, policy influencer, and social reformer, Charudutta’s
voice has echoed from Odisha’s heartlands to global forums such as the
World Health Summit, where he represented India’s vision of sustainable
development. His books The Scent of Odisha, Bhubaneswar@?75, and
Odisha@2036 reflect his enduring commitment to the state’s cultural and
developmental renaissance.

As Odisha celebrates one of its brightest jewels, Charudutta Panigrahi

stands as a symbol of harmony between art and action—a man whose
words heal and whose ideas build.

The poet who bridges hearts
and horizons
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Dash
Benhur

Literary Educator

Trailblazing
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Achievers

disha proudly celebrates Jitendra Narayan Dash, better known

by his pen name Dash Benhur — a Sahitya Akademi Award-

winning writer, teacher, and lifelong torchbearer of Odia

literature. He has dedicated his life to words, wisdom, and the
cultural soul of Odisha.

With over 100 books across genres — from children’s literature to novels
and short stories — he has shaped generations of readers and writers. His
deep belief in nurturing young minds led him to establish Itikili Mitikili, an
organization promoting creativity and culture among children. Many of its
young talents have gone on to make their mark in life, a testament to his
enduring influence.

A revered academician, he retired as Principal of SCS College, Puri, but
his passion for storytelling never paused. As a founder member of Aama
Odisha and long-time associate of Sambad, he continues to inspire through
his columns and children’s supplement Phula Jhari.

Renowned as an authority on Gandhian philosophy, his acclaimed
biographical novel ‘Pagadi Purusha' on Utkal Gourav Madhusudan Das
stands as a landmark in Odia literature. His contributions earned him the
Central Sahitya Akademi Award (2014) and the Odisha Sahitya Akademi
Award (1987) among many honors.

Odisha salutes Dash Benhur, a writer whose pen bridges generations,
values, and dreames.

The storyteller
who nurtures generations

THE BICYCLE

By DASH BENHUR
shbout authaor
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Deepak
Kumar Karan

Space
Science Pioneer

Trailblazing
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Achievers

eepak Kumar Karan, a brilliant young scientist from

Maniabandha village in Badamba, has made history by

becoming the first Indian to receive the IACA Young Scientist

Award from the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics.
His journey from a humble family of labourers to the global stage is a story
of determination, brilliance, and quiet grit.

Honoured in Montreal, Canada, the award recognizes Deepak’s
groundbreaking research in geomagnetism and aeronomy, fields that
explore the mysteries of Earth's upper atmosphere. His nomination
stemmed from winning the Best Young Scientist Paper Award at the 15th
International Symposium on Equatorial Aeronomy (2018) in Ahmedabad,
marking him as a rising star in the world of space science.

Today, Deepak works as a research associate on NASA's GOLD Mission at
the Laboratory for Atmospheric and Space Physics, University of Colorado,
Boulder (USA)—a position that crowns his relentless pursuit of knowledge.
His research contributes to understanding how space weather affects our
planet, communications, and technology.

From the quiet corners of Odisha's countryside to the laboratories of
NASA, Deepak’s story reflects the power of dreams that defy circumstances.
His achievement has earned heartfelt praise from across India, including
former CM Naveen Patnaik, who lauded him as an inspiration to all Odias.

The star who reached
space from the soil

LAGA, Todeng SChanial Award

Deepak Kumar-Karan
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Dr. Padmini
Panigrahi

Social Entrepreneur

Trailblazing
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Achievers

rom Rourkela's heartland, Dr. Padmini Panigrahi stands out as one

of Odisha's most dynamic changemakers—a powerful blend of

entrepreneur, artist, and philanthropist. As Founder and Director

of the Koshala Group, she drives job creation in tribal regions,
seamlessly merging profit with purpose. Her vision champions an Odisha
where opportunity, culture, and empowerment grow together.

Trained in Hindustaniand Odissi music since childhood, Padminibecame
an AIR artist and internationally acclaimed dancer before transitioning to
business. Her academic path—from a Visharad in classical music to an
MBA from XIM Bhubaneswar and a PhD in Arts and Culture—embodies
her belief that creativity and intellect together define true leadership.

Beginning with Sanjog Mobiles in 2000, she went on to build successful
ventures including Koshala Hyundai and Koshala Honda, earning accolades
such as the Times Power Woman Award (2020). Beyond business, Dr.
Panigrahi drives social impact through Koshala Darpan and the Dream
Team Foundation—supporting underprivileged children, preserving
Odisha’s folk culture, and leading COVID-19 relief. A global advocate for
entrepreneurship and women's empowerment, her Dream Al Mission
advances digital literacy and grassroots micro-entrepreneurship in slum
and tribal communities.

Despite her many roles, Padmini remains deeply grounded, directing her
success toward education, healthcare, and welfare for the underprivileged
and third-gender community. For her, success means service—and in
honoring Dr. Padmini Panigrahi, Odisha celebrates resilience, creativity,
and compassion, proving how art, enterprise, and empathy together can
uplift an entire state.

The woman redefining
Odisha’s spirit of progress
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Dr. Dipak
Samantarai

Heritage
Preservation Champion

Trailblazing
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Achievers

r. Dipak Samantarai stands as a proud ambassador of Odisha,

weaving the state’s rich heritage into the national media and

cultural landscape. Born and raised in Odisha, his career spans

over three decades across All India Radio, Doordarshan, and
the National Academy of Broadcasting and Multimedia, where he shaped
programming with intellectual rigor and creative vision. With degrees in
History, Journalism, Law, and a Ph.D., he bridges scholarship with practical
media expertise, producing radio programs on culture, music, education,
and Odisha’s history since 1987.

In Odisha, Dr. Samantarai is best celebrated for founding the Cuttack
Heritage Walks, an initiative that brings alive the stories of temples, colonial
architecture, traditional crafts, and the vibrant culture of historic towns. His
efforts have expanded to Baripada, Puri, Jagatsinghpur, Dhenkanal, and
Kendrapara, making heritage walks a community movement, fostering
local pride, and inspiring youth to engage with their roots. His eloquence
and inspiring presence have made him a sought-after speaker at seminars,
workshops, and cultural forums, advocating for sustainable heritage
preservation and media’s role in cultural education.

Awards like the Akashvani Annual Awards and Best Trainer Awards
acknowledge his excellence in broadcasting, while his cultural initiatives
highlight his enduring commitment to Odisha’s legacy. Through his work,
Dr. Samantarai has positioned Odisha not just as a repository of heritage
but as a living, participatory experience that connects communities to
their past.

Odisha’s pride, storyteller, media maestro,
cultural guardian.
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Dr. Natabar
Rout

Sustainability
Scientist

Trailblazing
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Achievers

orn in a modest coastal village, Dr. Natabar Rout grew up
witnessing social inequity and rural hardship, experiences that
shaped hislifelong mission ofempowering communitiesthrough
knowledge and sustainability. Trained as a hydro-geologist and
watershed scientist, he dedicated his career to understanding Odisha's
fragile ecosystems and the wisdom hidden in its traditional water systems.

As a researcher, Dr. Rout's work on watershed management and natural
resource mapping redefined how Odisha viewed its water heritage. His
studies showed that modern irrigation often ignored traditional drainage
systems, leading to ecological imbalances. During the super cyclone of
1999, he mobilized volunteer teams for disaster relief, proving that real
science serves people first.

Leaving behind an accomplished research career, Dr. Rout founded the
Vision Eco-Farm in Gundichapur, Cuttack, where he turned theory into
practice. His farm demonstrates how organic, low-cost, and eco-friendly
agriculture can be both profitable and sustainable. With over 21 vegetable
varieties, indigenous seed conservation, and waste recycling methods,
the farm attracts farmers and women'’s groups eager to learn self-reliant
techniques that heal both soil and society.

Dr. Rout'sjourney symbolizes Odisha’s resilience and innovation —where
science meets soil and compassion drives change. His model of sustainable,
knowledge-driven agriculture is not just transforming livelihoods but also
redefining the future of rural Odisha.

The scientist who brought science
back to soil
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Dr. Vijaya
Lakshmi Mohanty

Holistic Education
Advocate

Trailblazing
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Achievers

r. Vijaya Lakshmi Mohanty is a distinguished academic,

institution builder, and social leader whose work spans

education, governance, and spiritual development. Serving as

Regional Director (East Zone) for Government Programmes
at Vyakti Vikas Kendra and as a faculty member of The Art of Living, she
promotes ethical political leadership and integrates Indian Knowledge
Systems into modern education. With advanced degrees in physics,
public administration, law, and management—earning gold medals
from NIT Rourkela and Utkal University—she has also served as Professor
of Good Governance & Public Policy at Sri Sri University and director of
multiple university centres, establishing herself as a leader in teaching and
administration.

Dr. Mohanty's dedication to life skills training and team building is
reflected in her extensive experience as a meditation and yoga trainer,
guiding thousands of professionals, political leaders, and students through
workshops and development programs. Her spiritual practice, inspired by
Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, is seamlessly blended with her commitment
to public service.

Her accolades include the Navaratna Samman (2023), Sebashree
Samman (2022), and the prestigious Utkal University Gold Medal,
recognizing her exemplary contributions to education and society. Widely
acclaimed as an author and biographer—including her tribute to President
Droupadi Murmu—Dr. Mohanty continues to shape the future of Indian
academia and civic life, upholding integrity, service, and holistic education
as the cornerstones of her legacy.

Champion of education,
governance, and Indian Rnowledge
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Gopinath
Singh

Reforestation Pioneer

Trailblazing
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Achievers

n the quiet village of Itamundia, Mayurbhanj, lives Gopinath Singh,

fondly known as “Baba” — a humble man whose hands have reshaped

nature itself. Born in 1954 to a poor family, Singh'’s spiritual connection

with the earth began at just 12. By 30, driven by the belief that “trees
are like Gods,” he set out alone to transform his region’s barren land into a
living forest.

Working tirelessly after long days of labor, Singh began planting saplings,
nurturing each one like a child. His dedication inspired others — soon,
110 families joined his mission, forming the Bana Suraksha Samiti (Forest
Protection Committee) under his leadership. Together, they planted lakhs
of trees, including over 2,000 amla saplings, regenerating 160 hectares of
wasteland into a lush, thriving ecosystem.

Today, Singh's Forest is home to diverse flora and fauna, offering shade,
livelihoods, and renewed ecological balance. His work has not only restored
nature but also ignited a community spirit rooted in sustainability and
respect for the environment. Honored by the Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change and invited to Delhi's 76th Republic Day
celebrations, Singh stands as a symbol of what one person’s faith and
persistence can achieve.

For Gopinath Singh, planting trees is both a spiritual offering and an act
of survival for the planet. His forest breathes life into Odisha's soil — and
his story inspires generations to believe that real change grows from the
ground up.

Odisha’s forest saint
who turned deserts green

Jewels of Odisha

35




Jewels of Odisha

36

Dr. Jayashree
Dhala

Folk Music
Revivalist

Trailblazing
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Achievers

ayashree Dhal, a renowned Odia singer and doctor, embodies the

rare harmony of art and service. Born and raised in Odisha, she has

become one of the most beloved voices of the state—celebrated

for her effortless blend of Odia and Sambalpuri music. Her songs,
from “Jhul Lo Baula Jhul” to “Pakhala Ra Maja,” carry the warmth of Odisha’s
folk rhythms while appealing to modern sensibilities, allowing its music to
echo across digital platforms.

Jayashree's journey mirrors her dual calling—medicine heals the body;
music heals the soul. Even as she pursued a demanding career as a doctor,
she continued to sing, record, and perform, ensuring Odisha’s folk heritage
remained vibrant. Her soulful Sambalpuri renditions and devotional
bhajans have revived traditional melodies while inspiring new-age listeners
to reconnect with their roots.

As Chairperson of Survibration Audio Studio, Jayashree nurtures
upcoming artists and lyricists, providing them a platform to explore Odisha’s
musical richness. Her strong social media presence and live performances
keep her closely connected to fans, bridging communities through the
shared language of music.

Jayashree Dhal is more than a singer—she is a cultural ambassador who
gives rhythm to Odisha's heart and a voice to its timeless traditions. Her
music reminds us that when art meets purpose, it not only entertains but
uplifts an entire people.

The healing
voice of Odisha’s soul
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Kamalakanta
Jena

Science
Communicator

Trailblazing
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Achievers

amalakanta Jena, one of Odisha's most respected science

communicators, has spent over two decades transforming how

Odias understand and engage with science. Born in Januganj

village, Balasore, in 1971, Jena's academic brilliance—first-class
honors in Physics from F.M. College and an MSc from Utkal University—
was matched by his passion for teaching. Joining the Odisha Education
Service at 28, he has since become a guiding light for students and readers
alike, blending education with storytelling to make science both relatable
and inspiring.

Through more than 700 articles, columns, and stories, Jena has turned
science into a language of the people. His works, published in leading Odia
newspapers and journals, break down complex theories into engaging
narratives that spark curiosity among young minds. His acclaimed book
“Gapare Gapare Bigyan” won the Orissa Bigyan Academy Award (2011),
cementing his place as one of Odisha's most influential science writers.
Honors like the Pranakrushna Parija Popular Science Award and Innovative
Teaching Awards further reflect his pioneering role in promoting scientific
literacy.

Beyond print, Jena’'s engaging talks on All India Radio and his role as
Associate Editor of DIGBALAYA have helped nurture a culture of inquiry
among students and the public. As a life member of the Orissa Bigyan
Academy, he continues to advocate for scientific temper and critical
thinking as cornerstones of Odisha’s progress. Kamalakanta Jena's legacy
lies not just in his knowledge but in his ability to share it. His words have
made science accessible, exciting, and empowering—turning curiosity into
a catalyst for change in Odisha's classrooms and beyond.

Educator turning science into
Odisha’s living language
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Laxmidhar
Rout

Pala Arts
Custodian

Trailblazing
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Achievers

axmidhar Rout is celebrated as one of Odisha’s foremost Pala

singers, revered for his mastery of this ancient narrative musical

art and his unwavering commitment to its preservation. Over

decades, Rout has captivated audiences with his expressive
storytelling, devotional singing, and commanding stage presence, while
also mentoring the next generation of Pala artists and contributing
significantly to scholarly research.

Born in Odisha, Rout found his passion for Pala early, mastering its blend
of literature, philosophy, and music. His skillful narration and expressive
singing quickly earned him recognition for bringing the art form'’s lyrical
and spiritual depth to life.

Rout's artistic excellence has been recognized with some of the state's
and nation’s highest honors. He has received the Jayadeva National Award,
the Naba Ratana Samman, and the prestigious Odisha Sangeet Natak
Akademi Award, establishing him as a stalwart of Odisha’s traditional
performing arts and a cultural ambassador for Pala. Beyond performance,
Routis a scholarand educator, authoring the seminal Udaharana Sataka on
Pala techniques and ethics, and training countless students in classical and
puranic traditions. Through the Pala Pratisthan and SJPRF, he organizes
workshops, lectures, and festivals, promoting research, community
engagement, and innovation to keep Pala alive for future generations.

Through his artistry, scholarship, and mentorship, Laxmidhar Rout has
cemented his status as a pillar of Odisha’s cultural heritage. By nurturing
talent, expanding knowledge, and advancing Pala’s relevance, he ensures
the survival and evolution of this treasured tradition, inspiring communities
and preserving a vital link to India’s folkloric and classical music legacy.

Preserving Pala’s soul,
inspiring generations through music
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Maj Gen Rama
Krushna Sahoo (Retd.)

Defence Technology
Pioneer

Trailblazing
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Achievers

disha celebrates Major General Rama Krushna Sahoo (Retd.),

AVSM, as one of its most distinguished sons—an officer whose

life bridges the courage of a battlefield hero and the brilliance

of a defence innovator. Born in Odisha and deeply rooted in
its cultural ethos of resilience and service, Major General Sahoo is revered
across the state not only for his military achievements but also for elevating
India’'s strategic prowess on the global stage.

His journey to national prominence began during the 1971 Indo-Pak War,
where his battlefield courage and strategic clarity earned admiration from
both colleagues and commanders. Odisha took immense pride in its young
officer, who returned from the war not just as a soldier, but as a symbol of
Odia bravery and grit.

In 1988, Major General Sahoo took on a pivotal new mission when he
joined DRDO, transitioning from the frontlines to India's technological
backbone. At the Integrated Test Range (ITR)—a landmark institution in
Odishaitself—he playedadefiningroleinshaping India’s missiledominance.
Under his leadership, India successfully tested major missile systems like
Agni, Prithvi, Akash, Trishul, and BrahMos, cementing ITR's importance and
placing Odisha at the center of India’s missile achievements.

Working closely with Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, he helped transform
ambitious concepts into reliable defence assets, guiding India toward
strategic autonomy. Odisha honors him as a visionary who strengthened
both national security and the state's scientific identity. Awarded the Ati
Vishisht Seva Medal (AVSM) in 2000, he remains celebrated as a mentor
and inspiration across Odisha’s defence and academic circles.

Odisha’s warrior, technocrat,
patriot—shaping India’s strategic future
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Minati
Mohapatra

Cycling Pioneer

Trailblazing
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Achievers

inati Mohapatra stands as a pioneering figure in Indian sports,

celebrated for becoming the first sportsperson from Odisha

andthefirstwoman cyclist in India to receive the Arjuna Award

in 1980. Her journey, marked by determination and record-
breaking achievements, opened doors for women athletes in a discipline
long dominated by men.

Born in Puri, Minati began her sporting journey in Rourkela, excelling in
cycling and athletics under coaches Chandra Sekhar Jena and P.K. Mallick.
Choosing cycling by a coin toss, she overcame injuries to remain a top
national competitor.

From 1972 to 1979, Mohapatra dominated national cycling, winning
eight championships and earning a bronze at the 1970 National Games—
the only medal for Odisha that year. She shone internationally with five
golds at the 1979 Indo-Sri Lanka Cycling Series, competed at the Asian
Games, and excelled in athletics. Honored with the Arjuna Award (1980)
and Biju Patnaik Lifetime Achievement Award (2006), she later led the
Odisha Cycling Association, chaired the Women's Commission of the
Cycling Federation of India, and served as a government observer at major
international events.

Based in Bhubaneswar, Mohapatra continues to mentor athletes and
advocate for women in sports, ensuring cycling thrives in Odisha and
beyond. Her life embodies perseverance, ambition, and barrier-breaking,
inspiring generations and cementing her status as a true trailblazer in
Indian sports.

BreaRing barriers, inspiring through
speed and determination
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Narasingha
Prasad Guru

Literary Luminary

Trailblazing
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Achievers

cross western Odisha, Narasingha Prasad Guru is celebrated

not just as a writer, but as a custodian of cultural memory. Born

in Balangir, he rose from modest beginnings to become the

most influential voice of the Koshali language, which resonates
across villages, festivals, and folk traditions of the region.

Odisha honours him for transforming a primarily oral tradition into a
structured literary legacy that communities could claim with pride.

For more than five decades, Guru's songs echoed through rural haats
and cultural stages, his books found their way into classrooms, and his
painstakingly compiled Koshali dictionary became a cornerstone for
scholars and speakers alike.

His work strengthened regional identity at a time when many feared
cultural erosion. The Padma Shri in 2022 formalised what Odisha already

knew—that Guru had given his people alanguage tostand by and celebrate.

Today, institutions, festivals, and digital platforms continue to carry his
imprint, ensuring his legacy lives on.

Guardian of Koshali’'s soul.
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Omprakash
Mishra

Education Innovator

Trailblazing
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Achievers

mprakash Mishra, an inspiring educator from IJeypore in
Odisha’s Koraput district, stands as a beacon of transformative
teaching in India's rural education landscape. The only
teacher from Odisha among 45 nationwide recipients of the
prestigious National Teacher Award, Mishra’s journey—from a small school

in Boipariguda block to national acclaim—embodies resilience, creativity,
and compassion.

When Mishra joined Mathapada High School in 1998, just two students
showed up. Refusing to give up, he brought learning into village life,
turning an empty classroom into a thriving school that soon produced
its first matriculate. A born innovator, he later authored Experimento
(2015), a handbook using everyday materials for science experiments,
and trained over 280 teachers in its use. His guides Kinetics and Transit
further empowered tribal students to excel in reasoning and mathematics,
transforming rural education through creativity and compassion.

Mishra's innovative teaching earned him district, state, and national
honors, including the 2017 National Teacher Award. Through his ‘Prativa’
study camps, he mentors students in exam skills and motivation, inspiring
record performances and transforming academic culture in the region.

Now the headmaster of Jeypore High School, Mishra continues to train
educators and develop creative teaching materials that redefine how rural
India learns. His story reflects how one teacher’s vision can ignite change,
empower communities, and prove that innovation thrives even in the
humblest classrooms.

Inspiring minds, transforming classrooms
with compassion and innovation

Jewels of Odisha

49




Jewels of Odisha

50

Pradeep
Kumar Jena

Administrative
Visionary

Trailblazing
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Achievers

radeep Kumar Jena, one of Odisha's most distinguished civil

servants, has built a legacy of integrity, innovation, and public-

centered governance across more than three decades of service.

A 1989-batch IAS officer from Odisha, Pradeep Kumar Jena
began his career in 1991 as Sub-Collector of Dharamgarh and quickly rose
through key administrative roles. His leadership shone during the 1999
Super Cyclone as Cuttack’s Collector, where his decisive crisis management
and empathy set new standards for disaster governance in Odisha.

Jena’s leadership spanned agriculture, energy, and rural development—
introducing data-driven farming models, modernizing post-cyclone power
infrastructure, and driving transformative irrigation and road projects.
As Chief Administrator of the Shree Jagannath Temple, he implemented
key structural and administrative reforms, blending modernization with
tradition.

Jena’s defining legacy lies in disaster management. As Special Relief
Commissioner and Managing Director of OSDMA, he led Odisha through
multiple cyclones between 2019 and 2024, maintaining an extraordinary
record of near-zero human casualties. His leadership during the COVID-19
pandemic showcased resilience, innovation, and a deep commitment to
collective well-being.

As Odisha's Chief Secretary (2023-24), Jena led major projects—from
Jagannath Temple reforms to SCB Medical College upgrades and state-
wide infrastructure modernization. Now Chairman of OERC, his visionary
leadership spans disaster resilience, governance reform, and energy
transformation, turning challenges into lasting progress.

Leading with vision, rebuilding
with heart and purpose
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Prakruti
Mishra

Versatile
Screen Artist

Trailblazing
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Achievers

rakruti Mishra has emerged as one of India’s most versatile young
actors, making waves from an early age. Beginning her career as
a child artist, she won the Odisha State Film Award for Best Child
Actress in 2006 for Sasu Ghara Chali Jibi, showcasing talent that
promised both critical acclaim and popular appeal. Her performance in the
Odia film Hello Arsi (2018) earned a National Film Award Special Mention,
bringing her national recognition and shining a spotlight on Odia cinema.

Beyond films, Prakruti successfully transitioned to Hindi television,
starring in shows like Bitti Business Wali, Jai Kanhaiya Lal Ki,and Trideviyaan,
proving her adaptability and range across mediums while connecting with
audiences nationwide.

Prakruti expanded her reach with MTV's Ace of Space 2, finishing as the
5th runner-up, and appearances in music videos, connecting with younger
audiences. In 2025, she became the youngest jury member for the 7l1st
National Film Awards, cementing her role as a bridge between regional
and national cinema.

Raised in an artistic family—daughter of music director Manmath Mishra
and newsreader Krushnapriya Mishra—Prakruti trained in Odissi dance,
grounding her cinematic work in cultural expression. She exemplifies
talent, versatility, and dedication, inspiring young artists and serving as a
cultural ambassador for Odisha, seamlessly bridging regional and national
cinema.

Versatile talent bridging culture,
cinema, and national acclaim
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Pratibha
Satpathy

Literary Luminary

Trailblazing
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Achievers

adma Shri Pratibha Satpathy stands as one of Odisha's most

revered literary figures—a poet whose words have redefined

Odia literature for more than four decades. Known for her

lyrical grace and emotional depth, she has seamlessly bridged
the gap between classical tradition and modern consciousness, inspiring
generations of poets and readers alike.

Granddaughter ofrenowned Odia lexicographer Gopal Chandra Praharaj,
Satpathy began writing poetry at twelve. Her debut collection Sesha Janha
in the 1960s introduced a fresh, introspective voice whose verses weave
womanhood, nature, and spirituality with lyrical modernity.

Over the years, Satpathy’s creative evolution has earned her numerous
accolades. Her celebrated work Tanmaya Dhuli won the Sahitya Akademi
Award (2001), cementing her as a leading voice in contemporary Indian
poetry. She is also a recipient of the Odisha Sahitya Akademi Award (1986),
Sarala Award, Sahitya Bharati Samman, and Jhankar Award. In January
2025, Satpathy received two of the nation's highest honors—the Padma
Shriand the Gangadhar National Award for Poetry, recognizing her lifelong
contribution to art and literature.

Beyond her poetry, Satpathy has mentored generations of writers as
editor of Udbhasa and the long-running Istahaar, shaping the evolution of
modern Odia verse. A gifted translator, she introduced global literature—
like the works of Pearl S. Buck—to Odia readers, while her own poems found
voice in many Indian languages Her legacy transcends awards, resting in
her power to capture resilience, introspection, and the eternal feminine
spirit through verse that continues to inspire.

A timeless voice illuminating hearts
through poetic truth.
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Prof Aditya
Prasad Dash

Public Health
Visionary

Trailblazing
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Achievers

rof. Aditya Prasad Dash stands as one of India’s foremost scientists

and public health leaders, currently serving as the Vice Chancellor

of the Asian Institute of Public Health (AIPH) in Bhubaneswar.

Over a stellar career spanning more than three decades, he has
pioneered research on malaria and other vector-borne diseases, reshaping
how India approaches public health challenges. His groundbreaking work
earned him the Padma Shri in 2022, honoring his lifelong commitment to
scientific innovation and disease control.

Armed with MSc, PhD, and DSc degrees in Zoology from Utkal University,
Prof. Dash has authored over 300 research papers and co-authored nearly
700 in top international journals. Blending biology, epidemiology, and
public health, his work has driven innovative disease control programs that
uplift marginalized communities. Before joining AIPH in 2020, he served
as Vice Chancellor of the Central University of Tamil Nadu, led premier
institutions like the National Institute of Malaria Research and the Institute
of Life Sciences, Bhubaneswar, and shaped global health policy as a WHO
Regional Advisor, influencing strategies to eliminate lymphatic filariasis
through integrated vector management.

His scientific breakthroughs include dengue diagnostic techniques,
animal models for parasitic diseases, and genomic studies of malaria
parasites, which have advanced understanding of drug resistance
and disease epidemiology. Prof. Dash’'s accolades include the Lifetime
Achievement Award by the International Association of Educators for World
Peace, the INBUSH Award, and the Dr. A.P. Ray Award for malaria research.
A visionary scientist, mentor, and policymaker, he continues to champion
education and research for a healthier, equitable world.

Science with purpose, leadership with
compassion, impact with integrity
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Sakyasingha
Mahapatra

Robotics Pioneer

Trailblazing
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Achievers

disha takes immense pride in Sakyasingha Mahapatra, a

pioneering innovator who has placed the state firmly on

India’s technological map. Hailing from the culturally vibrant

soil of Odisha, he is celebrated as the first Odia to design and
build more than 320 robots, a feat that has made him an icon of modern
tech brilliance. His journey, deeply rooted in Odisha’s spirit of resilience and
creativity, inspires thousands of young minds across the state.

With over 12 years of experience in Robotics, Al,and EdTech, Sakyasingha
has emerged as the face of next-generation STEM learning. As the founder
of SakRobotix Lab Pvt. Ltd., he transformed robotics education from a niche
interest into an accessible movement. Odisha proudly recognizes him as a
homegrown achiever whose vision has spread nationwide—his company
establishing over 100 robotics labs and training more than 100,000 students
in hands-on, future-ready skills.

Across schools in Odisha, his initiatives are celebrated as milestones
in technological empowerment. Students, parents, and educators view
him not just as an entrepreneur but as a mentor shaping the state's
technological future. His dream of making India the “Robotics Capital of
the World" reflects a global ambition powered by Odia roots.

His recognition in the Government of India’s “32 Stories of Change” and
his role as a delegate at the G20 YEA Summit further highlight how an
Odia innovator is influencing global conversations on youth-driven tech
transformation.

At the heart of his mission lies a simple philosophy: “Robotics isn't rocket
science—it’s a life skill.”

Innovator shaping futures through relentless
robotic vision.
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Sarbeswar
Bhoi

Folk
Arts Champion

Trailblazing
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Achievers

arbeswar Bhoi stands as one of Odisha’'s most celebrated folk

singers, lyricists, composers, and actors — a true custodian of

Sambalpuri culture. He has devoted his life to preserving the soul

of Western Odisha’s traditional music. A primary school teacher by
profession and an artist by passion, Sarbeswar’s journey reflects simplicity,
authenticity, and an unyielding love for his roots.

Sarbeswar discovered his musical calling early, mastering Odissi under
Gurus Santosh Das and Karunakar Das, yet his soul stayed rooted in folk
traditions like Dalkhai, Boria, and Ghoomara —the lifeblood of rural Odisha.
Writing and composing his own songs, he infused authenticity through
various traditional instruments. Many Hits earned him national fame,
while his work in the National Award-winning film Aadim Vichar brought
Odisha’s folk culture to the spotlight. Equally gifted as an actor, his national
award-winning performance in Mig Nina on Doordarshan cemented his
place as a versatile torchbearer of Odisha’s artistic legacy.

Despite his success, Sarbeswar remains deeply grounded, choosing
cultural preservation over commercialization. His dream — to establish a
folk music school — reflects his mission to nurture the next generation of
artists who will carry Odisha's melodies forward.

Honored with the Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar in 2017, Sarbeswar
continues to perform across India and abroad, taking the rhythms of
Sambalpuri folk to the global stage. Odisha celebrates him as an icon — a
teacher, performer, and cultural torchbearer who embodies the spirit of its
music and people.

Rooted in rhythm, rising with
Odisha’s soul
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Satyabrata
Rout

Theatre Innovator

Trailblazing
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Achievers

atyabrata Rout, Odisha’s pride, stands at the forefront of Indian

theatreinnovation.Borninthestateandanalumnusof Ravenshaw

University, Cuttack, Rout transitioned from a science background

to the performing arts, honing his craft at the National School of
Drama (NSD) in Theatre Design and Direction.

A pioneer of Visual Theatre, Rout fuses multimedia, movement, and
stagecraft to create immersive performances, often reflecting Odisha’s rich
cultural heritage. His scholarship is equally distinguished, with a Ph.D. on
B.V. Karanth's impact and a D.Litt for groundbreaking direction theories.
As Head of the Department of Theatre at the University of Hyderabad, he
mentors the next generation of theatre artists, shaping India’'s future stage
landscape.

Odisha celebrates Rout as a cultural ambassador. Prestigious honors,
including the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award (2016), Mahindra Excellence
in Theatre Award (2013), and B.V. Karanth Memorial Award (2019), highlight
his influence and reaffirm the state’s contribution to India’s performing
arts.

Through innovation, scholarship, and leadership, Rout continues to put

Odisha on the global theatre map—a visionary, mentor, innovator, and
cultural torchbearer.

Odisha’s genius transforming theatre with
vision and innovation
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Shyamamani
Devi

Musical
Heritage Keeper

Trailblazing
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Achievers

disha celebrates many cultural icons, but few shine as radiantly

as Syamamani Debi, the legendary Odissi vocalist whose voice

has long been the state’s most melodious inheritance. She

emerged from Odisha’s artistic heartland to become a national
treasure—yet remained deeply rooted in the land, language, and traditions
that shaped her.

From the age of 12, when her voice first graced the studios of All India
Radio Cuttack, Syamamani Debi embodied Odisha’'s musical spirit. Even as
society hesitated to accept women performers, she moved forward with
courage, supported by her culturally distinguished family and guided by
stalwart gurus Pt. Singhari Shyamsundar Kar and Pt. Balakrushna Dash.
Their teachings nurtured her into the custodian of classic Odissi forms—
Odissi, Chhanda, Champu—reviving the lyrical genius of poets like Upendra
Bhanja and Baladeba Ratha.

Odisha embraced her as its own. Her songs became part of the state’s
collective memory—from temple courtyards to radio waves, from classical
stages to folk gatherings. Her contributions extended to Odia film music
and folk traditions, making her one of the most versatile voices of her time.

Honoured with the Padma Shri, the Odisha Sangeet Natak Akademi
Award, and multiple lifetime achievement recognitions, she remains
a guiding light for generations of musicians who look to her as the
embodiment of Odia musical identity.

Today, Odisha celebrates Syamamani Debi not just as an artist, but as a
legacy—one whose voice continues to echo across time.

Odisha’s soul sings eternally through
her timeless voice.
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Sitaram
Agrawal

Media Entrepreneur

Trailblazing

GaIQ SELIRIA 98° F6QINGE 68860 Y6 JRRITE d8 QSR LIeIRIF

agein 958e 621w, ol 929894 6052 98° dI°PYee 9EeNs! iR g°al

ARe 2088 d81e 5@ 690dRa JRsIngl Feada N6, 64 ANl T,

A1) 691K, T8I @@ 98° g RIS FEQY I8 RQMLE 0B SUIEEMR B
@9Ig12 T6 6616 99 LRIR LA RERITYA 9] K0RS | I& YTTAYLR FIIFER,
6R4IR AGS ARSI, AGMS I9° FIFENYPR AURY I9° FITIAR Qdaw AR ALER
&1 2gdIm 58S S |

@68 99JG 9IRd RBTA, §1 AFCIM IeP1e 6366 Plaa AIgl 2R 8], 12,000
2 2R BZ2 MR IR QYIS A0IFIR I/ FRIRRE AILIF 21T TSR, JeARR I9°
Ar9ea RA19Iew JR I8 QEIR Q6T AL | 382l AeMe 2°9Rd JIR FIFR I8
Qgolge 99Id Gie FGe PRI 2O9LE F08 a1 ARYER 9e° dIadte S899g]
086 aQQlg 92l Fells KRR |

ARIR ARG, YRANRG! 98° F4RING AFRG AR Q2SI Fg 68R16R 40 Q
2@ SRFE A6llE 97 81 AR BF2 RN I8 I A1) 62IRRT | SIRA YEARRIFRR
609R 64 F16QI0EE A9IY G 96% QQ° I JERIg QI F86Q Qdle /7 BEEIR
doeaq 468 @A |

25 898 YouTube A92IRSQ & ALIAGI6R TSI BFRUICIRG 62719 A°IPR R
986 Q°6QIS 47, BRTIM 686, SIFa JAIS AGU8 98 IR | Yalg 9AY9s K98
GIFA FM 6006 6849, KITI AIRYN Aere Fo24g SIS 6 FR6 998 |

BGEIQ aRIe IGLY 9694YR A9, 2N I8° CHGIN 4960 EMYS| AK6R 2J<! ¢1

Ageime G4l SR 986 AR A°YER G668 A°0JR, AR 99° AUYGE Q6 ARITE
@eQl

BLEIQ 916, 9°IE R A°AS
B QULGE



Achievers

itaram Agrawal has emerged as a defining force in Odisha's
media and entertainment landscape, earning admiration for
his visionary leadership and cultural commitment. As Managing
Director of the Sidharth TV Network, he has built a vibrant media
ecosystem, including Sidharth TV, Sidharth Gold, Sidharth Bhakti, and the
devotional channel Jay Jagannath TV, dedicated to the spiritual heritage
of Puri. Through these platforms, Agrawal ensures that Odisha's rich
traditions, music, and stories reach audiences across the state and beyond.

A trained sound engineer, Agrawal began his journey in music, creating
anextensive library of over12,000 Odia songs—a treasure trove for musicians,
producers, and cultural enthusiasts. This dedication to preserving Odia
music forms the heartbeat of his media empire, allowing both modern and
traditional content to thrive.

Agrawal has also been a pillar of Odia cinema, producing over 40 films
across genres that highlight the depth, creativity, and narrative richness
of the state. His productions not only entertain but also celebrate Odisha’s
identity, showcasing local talent on a national stage.

In the digital realm, his influence has soared, with 25 million YouTube
subscribers connecting the Odia diaspora to their cultural roots.
Complementing this is his FM radio station, which amplifies the state's
musical legacy.

Odisha proudly hails Agrawal as a custodian, innovator, and ambassador

of its culture, whose work ensures that its artistic heritage shines in every
household, theater, and digital screen.

Odisha’s pride, innovating media,
preserving culture globally
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Soumya
Ranjan Biswal

Environmental
Champion

Trailblazing
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Achievers

n the heart of coastal Odisha, where land meets an ever-shifting
sea, Soumya Ranjan Biswal has emerged as one of the state’s most
celebrated young conservationists. Odisha takes immense pride
in him—not only for his decade-long dedication to mangrove and
marine conservation but for carrying the spirit of its coastal communities
into every initiative he leads. From the fishing hamlets of Kendrapara to
the storm-battered belts along the Bay of Bengal, Soumya’s name is now
synonymous with hope, resilience, and grassroots environmental action.

As the founder of the Odisha Paryavaran Sanrakshan Abhiyan (OPSA), he
has united fisherfolk, women'’s collectives, youth groups, and local leaders
under a single mission: protecting Odisha's fragile coastal ecosystems.
Under his leadership, OPSA has revived mangroves, shielded marine turtle
nesting grounds, and championed community-led waste management—
efforts Odisha celebrates as powerful examples of people protecting both
nature and their own future.

Hisworkisdeeply rooted in Odia identity. Soumya often says that Odisha’s
coastline is more than a landscape—it's a legacy. This belief has driven him
to ensure that communities become custodians of their own habitats,
blending traditional wisdom with modern conservation techniques. His
initiatives have strengthened climate resilience in regions repeatedly struck
by cyclones, turning vulnerable villages into models of preparedness and
environmental stewardship. Beyond the state, Soumya carries Odisha’s
conservation story to national and international platforms, sharing lessons
from its shores and inspiring global collaboration for coastal protection.
Today, Odisha hails him as both a protector of nature and a champion of its
cultural relationship with the sea.

Young eco-warrior safeguarding coasts
through community power

adanl

“LHTS

flael Cliamt

Jewels of Odisha

69



Jewels of Odisha

70

SP
Rajguru

Business
Strategist

Trailblazing
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Achievers

P Rajguru, a name synonymous with innovation and leadership in

India’'s marketing consulting and IT distribution sectors, has built

a legacy defined by scale, strategy, and transformation. As the

founder of V5 Global Services, he turned a modest venture into a
powerhouse of over 40,000 employees, serving technology giants like HP,
Microsoft, Apple, and Lenovo. His ability to blend business acumen with
operational precision positioned V5 as one of India's foremost marketing
and service consulting firms.

After V5's acquisition by First Meridian in 2018, Rajguru skillfully led the
merger as CEO, driving integration, expansion, and lasting growth. Before
founding V5, he had already transformed India’s IT landscape as COO of
Ingram Micro, introducing global brands like Compaqg and Apple and
expanding tech access beyond metros. His strategic foresight not only
revolutionized India’s retail-tech network but also earned him accolades
for championing inclusive digital growth.

Rajguru’s leadership is anchored in scaling operations, client-centric
innovation, and empowering talent—principles that have inspired a
generation of professionals and entrepreneurs. His journey, from building
brands to building institutions, mirrors India’'s own transformation into a
global technology hub.

Today, SP Rajguru stands as a respected mentor and thought leader,

guiding enterprises with his unmatched insight and strategic foresight—a
true architect of India’s modern IT and marketing ecosystem.

Vision, strategy, scale,
the Rajguru way forward.
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Sujata
Mohapatra

Classical Dance
Luminary

Trailblazing
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Achievers

ujata Mohapatra’s story is inseparable from the cultural soul of

Odisha—a land where classical arts breathe through tradition,

devotion, and timeless grace. She grew up immersed in the

rhythms of her homeland before finding her artistic destiny in
Bhubaneswar, the cultural heart of Odisha. It was here that she trained
under the legendary Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra, embodying the spiritual
depth, sculptural beauty, and lyrical fluidity that define Odissi. Her journey
came full circle when she married his son, Ratikant Mohapatra, becoming
both a guardian and torchbearer of the state’'s most cherished dance
heritage.

Armed with a master’s in Odia literature, Sujata fuses scholarship with
artistry, shaping Odissi as both a cultural and intellectual legacy of Odisha.
As Principal of Srjan, she mentors generations of dancers who see her as
the embodiment of classical purity and emotional power. Odisha hails her
as a true cultural ambassador, carrying its identity to global stages. Her
performances—radiant, precise, and deeply spiritual—echo the devotion of
Jagannath culture and the living soul of her homeland.

Honoured with the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award, Nritya Choodamani,
Mahari Award, and other major accolades, she remains one of Odisha's
most revered icons. Through her unwavering dedication, Sujata Mohapatra
ensures that Odissi continues to flourish across continents, rooted firmly in
the soil of Odisha.

Odissi’s eternal flame,
illuminating Odisha’s pride worldwide
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Valena
Valentina

Martial Arts
Champion

Trailblazing
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Achievers

alena Valentina stands today as one of Odisha's most inspiring

sporting icons—a karate champion whose discipline, grit, and

determination have placed her firmly on India's martial arts

map. Celebrated across her home state, Valena is not just a
national gold medalist but a symbol of the strength and resilience Odisha
proudly claims as its own.

Her journey began with a spark of talent that quickly turned into a
trailblazing career. Odisha watched with pride as she secured two gold
medals in Delhi in 2011, an early triumph that announced the arrival of a
remarkable athlete. She reaffirmed her dominance with another gold in
Delhi in 2014, proving her consistency and competitive mastery across the
years.

Odisha's applause grew louder in 2017, when Valena clinched a
prestigious international gold medal in Colombo, Sri Lanka—a victory that
carried her state’s name onto the global martial arts stage. Her success
abroad not only elevated India’s karate profile but also filled Odisha with
immense pride as one of its daughters shone internationally.

Behind these achievements lies a story of relentless training, unshakable
discipline, and an athlete's unwavering will to excel. Valena's journey
inspires countless young Odia athletes—especially girls—who see in her a
role model breaking barriers through focus and fierce dedication.

Today, Odisha celebrates Valena Valentina not just as a champion, but as

a cultural and sporting ambassador whose excellence continues to uplift
and motivate the next generation.

Odisha’s warrior champion inspiring
excellence across every arena

Jewels of Odisha




Jewels of Odisha

76

Surendra
Nath Panda

Business Visionary

Trailblazing
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Achievers

N the bustling heart of Cuttack, where commerce meets tradition,
emerged a man who would revolutionize India’s spice industry from
fragmentation into organized excellence. Surendra Nath Panda—
founder and chairman of Bharat Masala—stands as a towering
testament to vision, perseverance, and unwavering commitment to quality.

With education only through tenth standard, he stepped into 1999 with
a modest Rs. 1,000 and an unyielding conviction: that prosperity flows from
uncompromising quality and customer devotion. That small grinding unit
has blossomed into Jay Bharat Spices Pvt. Ltd.—a Rs. 700+ crore enterprise
commanding over 60% market share in Odisha, reaching across India and
eight countries abroad.

Panda pioneered cryogenic grinding technology in Eastern India,
ensuring Bharat Masala retained natural aroma and essential oils that
conventional methods destroyed. He established state-of-the-art facilities,
built a 2,000+ distributor network, and secured certifications from SO
to HACCP—each reflecting his philosophy that employees are invaluable
assets and customers divine.

Beyond business, his Bharat Foundation champions underprivileged
education and the annual “Bharat Pratibha Samman” honoring achievers
across fields. Recognized with numerous awards including “Brand of
Odisha, Pride of India,” Panda proves that determination transcends formal
credentials.

A true jewel of Odisha, he shines with quiet brilliance—transforming
vision into empire, quality into trust, and business into service.

The spice visionary who flavored
India’s culinary revolution
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Dr Damayanti
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Cultural
Guardian
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Achievers

N Mayurbhanj's forest embrace, where tribal traditions breathe
through every leaf, Dr. Damayanti Beshra transformed language into
living legacy. This Padma Shri scholar refused to let indigenous voices
dissolve into silence.

Through pioneering research, evocative poetry, and founding Santali
literary forums, she carved pathways for a marginalized language to claim
its rightful place on India’s cultural map. Her works echo like rhythmic
footsteps on forest soil—celebrating community, womanhood,and timeless
tribal narratives.

Each page she writes renews Santali heritage; each student she inspires
strengthens its future. More than acclaimed writer, Dr. Beshra is memory’s
custodian, building bridges between tradition and modernity. Her life
proves that preserving language preserves people themselves—a truth
she embodies with quiet brilliance, transforming cultural preservation into
enduring poetry.

Guardian of santali
soul and voice
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Debashis
Das

Chess Trailblazer

Trailblazing
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Achievers

ong before spotlights found him, a mastered sixty-four squares—
eachmoveaquietrebellionagainstlimitation.From Bhubaneswar’s
lanes to international tournaments, he charted a journey powered
by meditative devotion to chess.

Odisha’s first Grandmaster plays with rare intuition and steel. His games
unfold like controlled fire: precise, daring, deeply thoughtful. Every triumph
carried his state’s pride across continents, proving world-class excellence
emerges from unassuming beginnings.

Beyond trophies lies his true legacy: inspiration breathed into the next
generation. Through mentorship and training initiatives, his soft-spoken
leadership anchors Odisha’s chess ecosystem, nurturing talent with the
patience that once sharpened his own craft.

Debashis Das stands not merely as board champion but as symbol of

persistence and mastery’s quiet power. In Odisha’s tapestry of achievers,
he represents steadfast passion’s enduring brilliance.

Odisha’s first grandmaster,
chess pioneer
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Dr. Ashok Kumar
Mahapatra

Healthcare
Visionary

Trailblazing
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Achievers

r. Ashok Kumar Mahapatra's life quietly reshaped destinies.

Known as one of India's finest neurosurgeons, his journey

from Odisha's serene landscapes to medical excellence's

commanding frontiers was carved with discipline, compassion,
and unwavering humanity.

In operating theatres where hope hangs by threads, Dr. Mahapatra
became life's guardian. His calm, assured hands restored futures to patients
who had surrendered their last faith. As AIIMS Bhubaneswar's former
Director and teacher, he nurtured doctor generations, instilling scientific
precision married to moral responsibility.

Yet humility shines brightest. Despite global recognition, he remains

rooted in Odisha's service ethos, dedicating his life to bringing advanced
healthcare closer to those most needing it.

Dr. Mahapatra heals not just brains but hope itself—a jewel whose
brilliance transforms skill into service, service into lasting legacy.

Neurosurgeon who restored
futures and hope
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Durga Charan
Ranbir

Cultural
Torchbearer

Trailblazing
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Achievers

here some artistsfollow tradition, Padma Shri Durga Charan

Ranbir breathes new life into it. This Odissi maestro’s every

movement feels like prayer etched in motion, carrying

sacred rhythms as ancient as Konark's stones yet tender as
poetry.

For decades, Guru Ranbir has shaped Odissi with reverence and
innovation. Trained under illustrious masters, he refined the dance's
sculptural elegance while creating new vocabulary through abhinaya
and martial-inspired choreography. His compositions—complex yet fluid,
powerful yet soulful—transform dance into spiritual storytelling.

Generations of dancers owe their grace to his mentorship. With gentle
precision, he nurtures global talent, ensuring Odissi's flame travels far
beyond birthplace.

Honoured with the Padma Shri, Durga Charan Ranbir remains tradition’s
living torchbearer—transforming movement into mantra, devotion into
dance, heritage into breathing legacy.

Odissi’s eternal torchbearer
and innovator
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Padma Shri
Ighace Tirkey

Hockey Legend

Trailblazing
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Achievers

hampions are remembered for medals; some for the spirit

they brought. Padma Shri Ignace Tirkey, the quiet warrior

from Odisha’s tribal heartland, belongs to the latter. From

Sundargarh—India's hockey cradle—he rose with determination
forged from passion and relentless discipline.

AsIndia'sformidable centre-half,Ignace wasswift,composed, unshakably
focused. His legendary 2003 Asia Cup final goal against Pakistan—slipping
the ball between the goalkeeper’'s legs—is forever etched in Indian hockey's
memory, when the nation’s heartbeat echoed his stick’s rhythm.

His greatness extends beyond iconic plays. Ignace embodied dignity in
victory, resilience in adversity, leadership without ostentation. For Odisha’s
tribal youth, he became living proof that dreams outgrow circumstances,
that talent from remote corners shines globally.

Honoured with Padma Shri, he stands as national hero and Odisha's

sporting pulse—reminding us true brilliance builds on humility, heart,
unwavering grit.

HocRey's quiet warrior
from Sundargarh
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Dr. Kailash
Chandra Sahu

Cosmic Explorer

Trailblazing
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Achievers

ot all explorers traverse oceans—some journey through silent

infinities above. Dr. Kailash Chandra Sahu, Odisha’s illustrious

son and world-renowned astronomer, voyages through cosmos

itself. From rural Cuttack to the Space Telescope Science
Institute, his path was lit by unwavering curiosity.

With Hubble ashisinstrumentand nightskyascanvas, Dr.Sahuunraveled
unreachable mysteries. His pioneering gravitational microlensing work
achieved astronomy’s first isolated black hole measurement—expanding
astrophysics frontiers and deepening understanding of unseen cosmic
forces. His research on exoplanets, star clusters, and galactic structure
continues influencing global scientific thinking.

Behind stellar brilliance lies humility, discipline, and values instilled by

Odisha’s soil. To countless young minds, he proves dreams aimed at stars
are not just possible but necessary.

Dr. Sahu is a rare jewel—one who doesn't just study the universe but
widens the universe within us.

Astronomer who measured
invisible black holes
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Manasi
Pradhan

Women's
Rights Champion

Trailblazing
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Achievers

ome voices rise from struggle; others rise so others need not

struggle. Manasi Pradhan—acclaimed author, feminist thinker,

crusader for women's rights—belongs to that rare lineage

transforming personal adversity into national awakening. From
humble Charipada village to global recognition, her journey exemplifies
determination strengthened through purpose.

As gifted writer with a pen sharp enough to challenge injustice, Manasi
guestioned inequities shadowing women's lives. Her words evolved into
movement, exposing and dismantling cultural norms that normalized
violence against women.

Her flagship Honour for Women National Campaign catalyzed national
dialogue on safety, dignity, and rights. Passionate yet composed, fierce yet
compassionate, she carries conviction that change is owed, not optional.

Honoured with Rashtriya Gaurav and global recognitions, Manasi
Pradhan stands as Odisha’s luminous voice—an author healing through
truth, an activist inspiring through courage, a beacon of unyielding hope
for women everywhere.

Author, activist, champion
for women’s dignity
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Pradyumna
Kumar
Mahanandia

Cultural
Bridge Builder

Trailblazing
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Achievers

radyumna Kumar Mahanandia carried a quiet fire that refused

dimming. Growing up in Athamalik, Odisha, he learned the world

could be unkind—but beauty, once discovered, redeems harsh

realities. Art became his refuge, language, and way of reshaping
limiting worlds.

From dusty childhood lanes to bustling New Delhi avenues, his artistic
journey was marked by portraits revealing inner worlds. One such portrait
connected him with Charlotte, whose presence transformed his destiny.
When continents separated them, Pradyumna chose not despair but
a bicycle and open road, crossing nations with only determination and
unshakable faith in love.

Today celebrated as artist and cultural bridge between India and
Sweden, he symbolizes resilience shaped by Odisha’s ethos. His life reminds
us extraordinary journeys rarely begin with perfect conditions—they begin
with belief, courage, and hearts willing to travel any distance.

A jewel proving the human spirit knows no borders.

Artist who bicycled
continents for love
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Priyadarshi
Mohapatra

Business Visionary

Trailblazing
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Achievers

ot every leader builds legacy in straight lines. Priyadarshi

Mohapatra, one of Odisha's most dynamic business minds,

carves his through daring detours and ideas ahead of their

time—a visionary transforming industries with imagination and
discipline.

With Oyzterbay, he pioneered organized jewellery retail revolution, laying
groundwork for modern consumer experiences. His strategic insights
proved instrumental at Tanishqg, building one of India’s most trusted brands
and redefining how the nation perceived design and retail sophistication.

His entrepreneurial spirit didn't rest. Returning to Odisha with mission
larger than business success, Priyadarshi helped shape CureBay, a
groundbreaking health-tech platform bringing accessible healthcare to
underserved communities—merging technology with compassion.

From leading Apple, Microsoft, and Amazon to nurturing startups across
Al and social innovation, his journey exemplifies purpose over position. A
true son of Odisha, he builds brands, shapesindustries, mentors dreamers—
reminding us leadership measures not in milestones but futures enabled.

Visionary builder of
brands and futures
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Prahallad
Nayak

Social Activist

Trailblazing
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Achievers

hile many seek grand stage applause, Prahallad Nayak

chose earth under his feet—dusty lanes, village courtyards,

crowded marketplaces—as his theatre. With simple props,

raw conviction, and voices of real life, he transformed street
plays into mirrors for social conscience.

Nayak's performances tackle hard truths: addiction, caste injustice,
cultural erosion, social decay. When others ignore or look away, he forces
communities to confront themselves. His courage once led to custody—a
street play on cultural identity stirred such controversy that authorities
intervened—yet he remained unbowed, seeing that moment as proof
troubling realities had been exposed.

Beyond theatre lies equal altruism: over a hundred blood donations,
saving lives in far-off villages. Twice felicitated by the state for that service,
he blends art and compassion with equal sincerity.

Prahallad doesn't just perform—he awakens. A voice for the voiceless,
proving real theatre begins when the audience is the world itself.

Street theatre's
rebel with conscience
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Pramila
Pradhan

Cultural Revivalist

Trailblazing
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Achievers

ome voices rise so rooted in devotion they touch hearts far beyond
origin. Pramila Pradhan, Odisha’'s remarkable sankirtan leader,
transformed traditional devotional art into source of strength,
identity, and empowerment for her entire community.

Leading an all-women sankirtan troupe, Pramila revived age-old
practice once belonging to temples and festivals. Through her leadership,
rhythmic chants, cymbals, and spiritual songs became symbols of dignity
and solidarity. Her group's performances carry not just melody but weight
of cultural inheritance lovingly upheld.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi highlighted her work in “Mann Ki Baat,”
praising how she mobilized women, preserved Odisha's devotional
heritage, and inspired collective harmony through music. For Pramila, this
acknowledgment celebrated every woman who once doubted her own
voice.

Under her guidance, sankirtan transcends devotional art—it's a
movement of community spirit, resilience, and cultural pride. A quiet
revolutionary proving faith meeting leadership makes even simple songs
echo nationally.

SanRirtan leader empowering
through devotion

Jewels of Odisha




Jewels of Odisha

100

Roshan Sahoo

Administrative Leader

Trailblazing
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Achievers

oopa Roshan Sahoo's public service journey is shaped equally
by scholarship and field experience. Trained in sociology at
Utkal University and INU, she entered IAS 2006 with deep
understanding of social structures she would later reform.

Her career unfolded across Odisha's most complex administrative
landscapes—from Sub-Collector in Koraput to District Collector of
Sundargarh, handling tribal, industrial, and welfare challenges firsthand.
She emerged as trusted administrator in departments dealing with SC/ST
welfare, minorities, and backward classes, where policy met lived realities
daily.

In July 2025, history was quietly made when she became the first woman
Secretary to the Governor of Odisha—a role demanding institutional
balance, discretion, and constitutional clarity. As Revenue Divisional
Commissioner of Southern Odisha earlier, she oversaw governance across
the state's most diverse districts.

Roopa Roshan Sahoo's work isn't defined by headlines but steady

authority—an administrator who listens closely, acts deliberately, believes
governance must serve dignity before data.

First woman secretary to
Odisha Governor
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Vishal
Kumar Dev

Technology Administrator

Trailblazing
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Achievers

hen Vishal Kumar Dev joined IAS in 1996 with a Computer
Science degree from [IT-BHU and MBA from IIM Lucknow,
he brought rare technical expertise and administrative
vision to Odisha’s governance. Today, he's recognized as
architect behind Bhubaneswar’s transformation into thriving IT destination.

As Municipal Commissioner and BDA Vice-Chairman, Dev reimagined
the capital as technology hub. His tenure as IT Director and Industries
Secretary saw him champion policies attracting major IT companies,
fundamentally altering Odisha’s economic landscape.

Currently Principal Secretary for Electronics & IT and Energy, Dev
spearheads Odisha’s electronics manufacturing ambitions. His ESDM policy
leadership—featuring land premium exemptions, power subsidies, human
capital incentives—demonstrates commitment to building comprehensive
ecosystems, not isolated investments.

From heading industrial development corporations to championing
semiconductor research collaborations, this IT-IIM alumnus consistently
proves Odisha can compete globally in high-technology sectors. His
journey embodies purposeful public service—transforming administrative
positions into catalysts for sustained economic transformation.

Architect of Bhubaneswar’s
technology revolution
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Srinivas

Economic Reformer

Trailblazing
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Achievers

rom Odisha's Industries Department corridors to chairing India’s
National Stock Exchange, Injeti Srinivas carved a legacy of
transformative institution-building extending far beyond hishome
state. This 1983-batch IAS officer’s 37-year public service journey
reads like a masterclass in economic reform and regulatory excellence.

As Industries Secretary and Additional Chief Secretary overseeing
Odisha's infrastructure development, Srinivas laid foundational work still
powering the state’s industrial growth. His industrial policy understanding
would later inform national-level reforms reshaping India’'s business
landscape.

As Union Corporate Affairs Secretary, he spearheaded Companies Act
decriminalization—propelling India’'s Ease of Doing Business rankings
upward. He championed the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, established
the National Financial Reporting Authority, and strengthened independent
director frameworks, fundamentally modernizing India's corporate legal
architecture.

As founding IFSCA Chairperson, Srinivas built world-class regulatory
institutions from scratch, establishing GIFT IFSC as India’s global capital
gateway. This Shri Ram College economics graduate and Strathclyde
MBA proves transformative leadership transcends geography—carrying
Odisha’s diligence and integrity to reshape India’s financial future.

From Odisha’s industries to
India’s NSE
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Sunil
Mohapatra

Technology Leader

Trailblazing
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Achievers

unil Mohapatra's journey from small-town Odisha to India's
digital transformation forefront exemplifies how regional roots
fuel national impact. With over 25 years scaling technology
businesses across global corporations, this Utkal University
alumnus consistently championed solutions bridging India’s digital divide.

As Adobe's Director of Sales for South Asia, Mohapatra spearheaded
large-scale Adobe Cloud adoption across enterprise, mid-market,
education, government, and public sectors. His seven-year tenure
transformed Adobe’s regional presence, making creative and document
cloud technologies accessible to organizations powering India’'s economy.

At Hewlett-Packard, he led alliances and technology services as
Country Manager, strengthening India’s IT infrastructure. Earlier, as Sun
Microsystems General Manager, he mastered complex regional markets
across East India.

When Dailyhunt recruited him as Chief Revenue Officer in 2019, his
identification with “small-town India” drove his passion for platformsserving
tier-2, tier-3, and tier-4 cities. Under his leadership, VerSe Innovation's
properties reached over 350 million users consuming content in local
languages—proving Odisha’s sons carry inclusive vision where technology
serves every Indian.

Digital India champion
from small-town Odisha
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Soumendra
Mattagajasingh

Workforce
Architect

Trailblazing
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Achievers

rom Berhampur University’'s corridors to leading human resources

at India's premier private bank, Soumendra Mattagajasingh’s

journey exemplifies how academic grounding in industrial

relations can reshape organizational cultures at scale. This Odisha
native transformed over two decades of dedication into one of Indian
banking’'s most significant HR leadership roles.

Joining ICICI Bankin2002 afterstintsat HPCLand NMDC, Mattagajasingh
steadily built expertise across business HR, employee relations, and
leadership development. His 22-year tenure saw him progress from
Business HR Head-West to leading retail banking HR and employee
relations—areas where his talent acquisition and organizational
development expertise proved transformative.

In May 2024, his elevation to Group Chief Human Resources Officer
marked a milestone—leading HR strategy for one of India’s largest financial
institutions with over 100,000 employees. His Harvard Kennedy School
coaching experience and focus on diversity, engagement, and talent
management position him to navigate banking's rapid technological
transformation while keeping people at the center.

A Berhampur son proving that patient institution-building and people-
first leadership transcend geography.

From Berhampur to
banRing’s HR summit
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Mamata
Behera

Grassroot Social Worker

Trailblazing
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Achievers

cross Odisha, Mamata Behera stands out as a force of quiet

convictionand unstoppable purpose. Born in Mathili, Malkangiri,

she grew up believing that true progress begins with people—

and she has spent her life proving it in some of the state's most
underserved corners.

Her journey started with a mission to put every child in school. Walking
from hamlet to hamlet, she persuaded hesitant families to trust education,
enrolling over 500 children and stopping more than 200 child marriages.
In places where opportunity rarely knocks, Mamata became the one who
knocked first.

Her impact soon widened. She rallied coommunities against addiction,
taught women the basics of nutrition and hygiene, and pushed them
toward self-help groups and income training. By encouraging rural women
to embrace beauty-wellness skills, she turned untapped talent into earning
power.

During the pandemic, while fear locked people indoors, Mamata walked
miles—distributing thousands of masks, rations and essential supplies.
Through every season, her small gestures—Dblankets in winter, umbrellas
in rains, festival celebrations in forgotten villages—became lifelines of care.

Hercommitmentto service extends beyond her lifetime, she has pledged
her entire body for donation, choosing to give even in death.

Odisha celebrates her not just as a social worker, but as a living emblem

of compassion, resilience and hope—one who lifts communities simply by
showing up, again and again.

Grace in action,
service without limits
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Yugabrata
Kar

Cultural Tourism Pioneer

Trailblazing
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Achievers

or over twenty years, Yugabrata Kar has been quietly transforming

how the world sees Odisha—and how Odisha sees itself. Where

most tour operators chase volume, Kar has championed

something deeper: a tourismm model rooted in dignity, culture and
community ownership. His work has turned remote hamlets, ancient food
traditions and living tribal heritage into narratives told by Odias, not merely
shown to visitors.

Kar's first milestone was Heritage Tours Orissa, a pioneering venture
launched long before “responsible tourism” entered mainstream
vocabulary. His curated journeys—through Koraput's tribal markets,
Puri's temple corridors, craft villages and coastal settlements—emphasise
conversation over spectacle. Travellers meet farmers, potters, weavers and
performers as cultural custodians, not curiosities.

Food became his next canvas. With Wildgrass in Puri, Kar created an
oasis of Odia cuisine, coastal seafood—served in bamboo huts and gardens
that mirror Odisha’s natural warmth. The restaurant not only delights
travellers but elevates local ingredients into a culinary identity the state
proudly embraces.

But Desia Koraput is his soul project. Built with local materials and staffed
almost entirely by Adivasi youth, the community-run stay channels tourism
revenue straight into village livelihoods—employment, preschool support,
craft sales and ancillary services. Desia stands today as one of India’s most
authentic examples of tourismm empowering indigenous communities
rather than displacing them. Odisha celebrates Yugabrata Kar as a cultural
steward, economic catalyst and quiet visionary whose work honours people
as much as places.

Crafting culture, empowering communities,
inspiring Odisha
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Odisha’s Gravity-Detying Spectacle
of Warrior Grace and Devotional
Artistry

anapa Dance, one of Odisha’s most distinctive and thrilling folk traditions, stands

as a remarkable testament to the state’s martial heritage fused with devotional

expression. Originating in the Ganjam district, this extraordinary dance form

derives its name from “Ranapa’—meaning stilts—the towering bamboo supports
upon which dancers perform breathtaRing feats of balance, agility, and artistic grace. Rooted
in the warrior traditions of Odisha’s legendary Paika forces, Ranapa embodies both the
courage of ancient battle formations and the spiritual devotion of cowherd communities
celebrating Lord Krishna'’s playful exploits.

The dance’s origins trace back to the ingenious military tactics of Odia Paikas, who used
stilts to traverse sandy terrains and thorny regions swiftly during warfare, taking large strides
to reach battlefields with remarkable speed.

Over centuries, this practical battlefield technique evolved into a captivating folR art,
preserved primarily among the cowherd communities of southern Odisha, particularly in
Narendrapur village of Ganjam district. The transformation from martial necessity to cultural
celebration reflects Odisha’s ability to convert valor into artistic legacy.

Ranapa performances are visual spectacles of extraordinary sRill. Young dancers, standing
atop bamboo stilts often several feet high, execute complex choreography with astonishing
ease and precision. Adorned in vibrant red gowns, turbans crowned with peacock feathers,
garlands, and iron anRlets producing rhythmic jingling sounds, they perform intricate
gymnastic movements including the Krishna Bhangi, Mayura Bhangi (peacock expressions),
and Kandha (tribal expressions).

The accompanying Dhola Badak (drummers) themselves become performers, rolling,
jumping, and twisting their bodies in synchronized motion.

The musical accompaniment features indigenous instruments—the resonant Dhol and
melodious Mahuri—while singers narrate enchanting tales of Lord Krishna's boyhood
adventures, episodes from the Mahabharata’'s great battles, and celebrations of Dola Jatra
and Giri Govardhan Puja festivals. This seamless blend of martial prowess, devotional
storytelling, and acrobatic brilliance creates an unforgettable cultural experience.

The legendary Padmashree Bhagaban Sahu achieved immortal recognition for perfecting
and popularizing this endangered art form, becoming Odisha’s cultural ambassador and
ensuring Ranapa’s survival for future generations.

Today, breaking traditional barriers, women artists like SS Swayamprabha are mastering
this demanding dance, proving that dedication transcends gender.

Despite facing challenges from modernization, Ranapa Dance remains a proud symbol
of Ganjam’s cultural wealth—a thrilling celebration where courage meets devotion, and
human determination defies gravity itself, making it an irreplaceable jewel in Odisha’s
artistic crown.
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aika Dance stands as one of Odisha’s most powerful martial art forms, embodying

centuries of warrior tradition, resistance, and unshakeable courage. More than

mere performance art, this ancient battle dance represents the indomitable spirit

, of the Paika warriors—the legendary peasant-militia who defended Odisha’s

1 171 Ringdoms from invaders and led India’s first organized armed rebellion against British
OdlSha S LIVIng TeStament colonial rule in 1817, forty years before the Sepoy Mutiny.

"W 0 . 9
tO arrior Valor and Indla S Rooted in the glorious Gajapati Dynasty era and immortalized in stone carvings at
. Konark’s Sun Temple, Paika Dance transforms military discipline into breathtakRing artistic
First Freedom Struggle expression,

The term “Paika” derives from the Sanskrit word “Padatika,” meaning infantry. These
warriors, granted vast land holdings by the Ganga and Gajapati rulers, formed a unique
peasant-military class—farmers by day, disciplined soldiers when duty called. To maintain
combat readiness during peacetime, they established Paika ARhadas (warrior gymnasiums)
across villages, where traditional physical exercises, acrobatic maneuvers, and weapon
training merged seamlessly with rhythmic performance. This practice preserved both martial
prowess and cultural identity through generations.

The Paika Rebellion of 1817, led by the valiant Bakshi Jagabandhu Bidyadhar, military
chief of Khurda’s Ring, showcased the lethal effectiveness of sRills honed through this dance.

When British forces attempted to breach the Barunei Fort at Khurda—Rknown as India’s
last freedom fort—the PaiRas’ fierce resistance forced colonial troops into temporary retreat.
Their martial prowess, documented in Sarala Das’s 15th-century Mahabharata and Balaram
Das’s Jagamohan Ramayana, influenced numerous Odishan art forms including Mayurbhanj
Chhau, Ghumura, and Ranapa.

Performance begins on specially prepared grounds sprinkled with oil and water. Warriors
dressed in vibrant turbans, tight dhotis, chest guards, and metallic ornaments stand in
opposing rows, wielding wooden swords (Rhanda), shields (dhali), and sometimes spears.

Accompanied by thunderous drums—Dhol, Mardala, Nagara—along with Mahuri
(shehnai) and cymbals, they advance slowly before erupting into explosive mock combat.
Vigorous movements, acrobatic formations, pyramids, and effortless weapon choreography
create electrifying spectacles that reach fever pitch with rapid drumbeats.

Despite colonial suppression attempts and modern neglect, approximately 20,000
practitioners across Khurda, Puri, Dhenkanal, and Mayurbhanj districts keep this heritage
alive. BreaRing tradition, Soubhagini Debi founded the Rani Sukadei Regiment—QOdisha’s
first all-women Paika ARhada—proving valor transcends gender.

Today, Paika Dance remains Odisha’s proudest symbol of resistance, discipline, and the
eternal warrior spirit that refused to bow before tyranny.
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The Sacred Divine Romance
That Birthed Odissi’s Classical Soul

ahari Dance stands as one of Odisha’s most spiritually profound and historically

significant dance traditions—an ancient temple ritual that evolved into the

foundation of the world-renowned Odissi classical dance form. Performed

exclusively by Devadasis (servants of God) called Maharis at the sacred
Jagannath Temple in Puri, this dance was not mere artistic expression but divine seva—an
intimate spiritual offering to Lord Jagannath himself. The term “Mahari” derives from “Maha-
nari,” meaning “great lady,” reflecting the elevated spiritual status these temple dancers held
in medieval Odishan society.

The Mahari tradition traces its origins to the 12th century during King Anantavarman
Chodaganga Deva’s reign, though references in the Skanda Purana and Madala Panji temple
chronicles suggest even earlier roots.

Young girls, initiated through the sacred Sari-bandhan ceremony around ages eight or
nine, were ritually married to Lord Jagannath, symbolically becoming his divine consorts.
They dedicated their lives to temple service, receiving instruction from the Rajguru and
mastering music, dance, and the Iyrical poetry of Jayadeva’s Gita Govinda—verses woven
into special temple saris and performed with exquisite devotion.

Maharis performed distinct ritual services: Bhitara Gauni sang in the inner sanctum
during Badasinghar Vesa when Lord Jagannath retired to sleep; Bahara Gauni performed
outside; Nachuni danced in the audience hall; and Pathuaris accompanied the deity during
testivals and processions.

Their performances, accompanied by traditional instruments like veena, mardala,
dambaru, and Rahali, created transcendent spiritual atmospheres that enchanted both
devotees and deities. As spiritual wives of Jagannath, Maharis enjoyed privileged social
standing, considered auspicious bearers of divine grace, regularly invited to royal courts and
noble households.

The tradition began declining during colonial rule when British administrators, viewing
temple dancing through Victorian moral lenses, condemned the practice. The Devadasi
Prohibition Act of 1947 effectively ended institutional Mahari service. By the mid-20th century,
only legendary practitioners like Kokilaprabha and Sashimani Devi—the last professional
Mahari—Rept the flame flickering.

Yet Mahari’s soul never perished. Guru Pankaj Charan Das, himself from a Mahari family,
courageously brought the tradition onto public stages, ensuring its movements, grace, and
spiritual essence infused the emerging Odissi dance form.

Today, scholars like Dr. Ileana Citaristi and performers like Rupashree Mohapatra
continue documenting and reviving this sacred heritage, ensuring that the divine romance
between dancer and deity—Odisha’s most exquisite spiritual expression—remains alive in
contemporary consciousness, inspiring reverence for the Maharis who transformed devotion
into timeless art.
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Western Odisha’s Celebration
of Love, Romance, and Divine
Devotion

Jewels of Odisha

asarReli Dance stands as one of the most enchanting and Iyrical folk traditions
of western Odisha, embodying the eternal romance between Radha and Krishna
while celebrating the playful, flirtatious spirit of youth and courtship.

Originating primarily in the Sambalpur and Sonepur regions, this captivating
dance form derives its name from the opening refrain “Rasarkeli bo"—meaning “O dear
girlfriend Rasarkeli"—sung at the beginning and end of each musical stanza, creating an
intimate atmosphere of companionship and shared secrets among young women.

Part of the broader Sambalpuri dance tradition that has become the cultural face of
western Odisha globally, Rasarkeli belongs to a constellation of folk forms including DalRhai,
Jaiphula, Maelajada, and Chutkuchuta. While Dalkhai remains the most popular and is
associated with ritual celebrations during festivals like Dussehra and Nuakhai, Rasarkeli
distinguishes itself through its specifically romantic themes and performative context—
traditionally danced during marriage ceremonies and social gatherings where themes of
love, longing, and divine devotion naturally resonate.

The dance is predominantly performed by young women and teenage girls, though men
join as musicians providing rhythmic accompaniment. Dancers adorn themselves in vibrant,
handwoven Sambalpuri sarees that have themselves become symbols of Odishan cultural
identity, complemented by traditional jewelry and flowers.

Their movements reflect grace, energy, and the shy playfulness characteristic of young
romance—stepping forward and backward in half-sitting positions, forming concentric
circles that move clockwise and anticlockwise, creating hypnotic patterns that mirror the
circular nature of folk storytelling.

Musical accompaniment features the robust Dhol (drum) controlled by the Dhulia, whose
tempo dictates the dance’s rhythm, alongside the melodious Mahuri (wind instrument),
Tasa, and Nisan. The performance traditionally begins with a musical piece called “Dulduli,”
setting the tone for what follows.

Songs narrate tales of Radha-Krishna's divine love, episodes from the Ramayana and
Mahabharata, descriptions of nature’s beauty, and the everyday joys, sorrows, and romantic
aspirations of rural communities.

What makes Rasarkeli particularly special is its dual nature—simultaneously depicting
divine devotion to Lord Krishna while celebrating earthly romance and the universal human
experience of love and courtship. Through smiling faces and graceful movements, dancers
spread goodwill and joy, transforming social occasions into celebrations of life’s most
profound emotion.

This dance form preserves western Odisha’s unique cultural identity while reminding
audiences that the sacred and the romantic have always danced together in India’s spiritual-
cultural landscape, maRing Rasarkeli an irreplaceable jewel in Odisha’s folk heritage crown.



The Sacred Horse Dance
Where Mythology Meets
Maritime Devotion

haiti Ghoda stands as one of Odisha’s most unique and visually captivating folk
traditions—a vibrant dummy horse dance performed by the Keot (Kaibarta)
fishing communities that beautifully interweaves Ramayana mythology, goddess
worship, and the cultural identity of coastal Odisha.

The name itself reveals its essence: “Chaiti” refers to the Hindu month of Chaitra (March-
April), while “Ghoda” means horse in Odia. This remarkable dance-drama tradition
transforms a simple legend into a month-long celebration that has preserved aboriginal
tishing communities’ spiritual heritage for over a millennium.

The tradition’s origins trace to two powerful legends. The Ramayana narrative recounts
how Lord Rama, during his forest exile, needed to cross the Saraju River. Aboriginal Keot
tishermen assisted him, and in gratitude, Rama presented them with a sacred horse—a gift
that elevated their community’s status and made the horse their tutelary deity. The second
legend connects to Goddess Baseli (also called Basuli), a formless manifestation of Shakti
mentioned in 15th-century poet Achutananda Das’s Kaibarta Gita.

According to this mythology, Baseli emerged in the 10th century and is believed to be
horse-headed, making dummy-horse performances essential to her worship.

The celebration unfolds from Chaitra Purnima (full moon) through Baisakha Purnima,
spanning approximately one month. It begins ceremonially when fishermen anoint bamboo
with turmeric paste, vermillion, and butter lamps, splitting it into twelve pieces to construct
the dummy horse frame. Dyed with red clay, adorned with a carved wooden horse head,
and decorated with vibrant hibiscus garland and colorful cloth, the dummy becomes sacred
ritual art.

Performance features two central characters: the Rauta (male fisherman-dancer) who
serves as main singer and interpreter, and the Rautani (his wife, traditionally played by men,
now increasingly by women). The dancer enters the hollow horse body, hanging it at his waist
to create the illusion of a mounted rider performing in village arenas. Professional troupes
typically comprise six members—three actors and three musicians playing Dhol (drum), Jodi
Nagara (twin Rettledrums), and Mahuri (wind instrument).

The dance-drama enacts episodes from Kaibarta Gita, celebrating the fishing community's
heritage, struggles, and devotion. In 2020, Utsav Charan Das from Choudwar received the
Padma Shri for his six-decade dedication to preserving and reviving this art form. His efforts
transtormed Chaiti Ghoda from a declining tradition into a vehicle for social awareness and
cultural pride.

No longer limited exclusively to fishing communities, Chaiti Ghoda has evolved into
a broader cultural celebration, performed during festivals and special occasions across
districts like Subarnapur and Ganjam. This sacred horse dance continues reminding Odisha
that legends, when honored through artistic devotion, transcend time—carrying ancient
gratitude, divine blessings, and community identity into contemporary consciousness.
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edha Nacha stands as one of Odisha’s most visually arresting and theatrically

powerful folk traditions—a magnificent mask dance where larger-than-life

characters from mythology, history, and folklore come alive through elaborate

papier-maché masks and dramatic performances. The name itself reveals

1 ’ the art’s essence: “Medha” means mask in Odia, while “Nacha” signifies dance, creating
OdlSha S SpeCtaCUIar MaShed a performance tradition where dancers don elaborate, oversized masks depicting gods,
goddesses, demons, Rings, and queens, transforming themselves into mythological beings

D ance Of D IVI ne pI'O CeSS 1 ons that captivate and entrance audiences across coastal Odisha.
an d Myth O I Og 1 Ca I D ralna This ancient tradition originated and thrives primarily in the coastal districts of Puri,

Cuttack, Kendrapara, and Jagatsinghpur, where it evolved as an integral component of
religious processions and temple festivities. Historical references in Odia literature and temple
inscriptions confirm Medha Nacha’s long-standing presence in the state’s artistic heritage,
deeply intertwined with Jatra (folk theatre) and Pala (traditional storytelling performances)
that form the bedrock of Odisha’s narrative arts. The dance was traditionally performed to
invoke divine blessings, ward off evil spirits, and provide entertainment to devotees during
sacred occasions.

The masks themselves represent extraordinary artistic achievement. Master craftsmen
from renowned artisan villages like Raghurajpur, Puri, and Cuttack create these magnificent
Medhas using papier-maché, wood, or clay, painting them in vibrant, eye-catching colors.
Adorned with gold foil, intricate mirror worRk, and complex carvings, each mask captures
the essence of the character it represents—whether the fierce visage of demons, the regal
bearing of royalty, or the divine serenity of deities. These larger-than-life masks can be
remarRably heavy, requiring dancers to maintain exceptional balance while executing
energetic movements and dramatic gestures.

Medha Nacha performances typically occur during major religious festivals including
Durga Puja (especially during idol immersion processions), Dussehra, Dol Purnima (Holi),
Kali Puja, Rama Navami, and Sahi Yatra celebrations. When idols are carried through streets
for congregation (Melan) or immersion, mask-dancers join the sacred processions, halting at
marRet squares and road crossings to display their artistry. These pauses transform ordinary
spaces into impromptu performance arenas where mythology meets community celebration.

Musical accompaniment features the rhythmic Dhol (drum) and Changu (tambourine),
creating pulsating beats that energize both performers and spectators. The combination of
vibrant mask colors, dramatic dance movements, rhythmic percussion, and mythological
storytelling creates an electrifying atmosphere of spiritual fervor and communal joy.

Regional variations enrich the tradition’s diversity. Puri and Cuttack feature gigantic
masks for grand festival performances, Kendrapara maintains more traditional rustic styles
focusing on local folklore, while Balasore and Bhadrak incorporate elements from Chhau
dance, adding acrobatic and martial dimensions to performances.

Today, Medha Nacha continues thriving as a vibrant embodiment of Odisha’s cultural
identity, blending spirituality, artistic excellence, and historical continuity into spectacular
performances that remind audiences that the divine and dramatic have always danced
together in Odisha’s sacred streets.
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The Tribal Tambourine Tradition
Where Rhythm Unites Hearts

hangu Dance stands as one of Odisha’s most enchanting tribal folk traditions—a

rhythmic celebration named after the Changu, a distinctive single-membrane

frame drum resembling a rural tambourine that provides the heartbeat for

this captivating performance. Performed primarily by the Bhuyan, Bathudi,
Kharia, Juang, Mechi, Kondh, and Gond tribal communities across Sundargarh, Keonjhar,
Mayurbhanj, Anugul, and Phulbani districts, this dance embodies the joy of living, communal
bonding, and the spontaneous celebration that characterizes tribal life in Odisha’s verdant
highlands.

The Changu dance represents more than mere entertainment—it serves as a vital cultural
expression where music, movement, and social interaction blend seamlessly. Performed
during significant occasions like the Chaitra Parab festival in March-April, Karma Puja, Maghe
Parab, and Sarhul celebrations, the dance creates an atmosphere of unity and festivity that
reinforces social bonds across generations. Interestingly, this tradition also functions as a
socially acceptable platform for unmarried young men and women to meet, maRing it an
essential component of tribal courtship customs.

The performance structure reveals fascinating gender dynamics and choreographic
sophistication. Women, dressed in long locally-woven saris that cover their bodies while
leaving only their bangled hands and feet visible, dance slowly in rows, holding each other’s
hands or wrists. Moving in half-sitting positions with swaying and sometimes jerRy movements,
they advance forward as men recede backward, then retreat when men confront them with
music and song. This playful call-and-response pattern creates mesmerizing visual rhythms.

Male dancers serve dual roles as musicians and performers. Playing the Changu drum
along with Dhol, Madala, and Badakatha, they provide accompanying music while executing
simple steps. Periodically, they perform vigorous acrobatic stunts—Ileaping high into the air
and making wide circling movements that inject explosive energy into otherwise graceful
proceedings. Songs, frequently inspired by nature, everyday life, and tradition, accompany
the dance, creating rich auditory tapestries celebrating tribal existence.

The dance’s choreography demonstrates remarkable artistry despite its spontaneous folR
character. Dancers form straight lines that organically transform into semicircles and curves
as performances progress. Footwork and body movements are both artistic and virile, while
tacial expressions remain generally absent—allowing the body itself to become the primary
instrument of expression.

Unlike classical dances bound by structured movements, Changu Dance flows
spontaneously from the everyday life and spiritual beliefs of tribal communities, maRing it
deeply authentic and emotionally resonant. Despite modernization’s challenges and urban
migration threatening traditional practices, cultural organizations and government initiatives
continue promoting this heritage through festivals, workshops, and documentation efforts.

Today, Changu Dance thrives as a living symbol of Odisha’s tribal identity—proving that
when communities gather around ancestral rhythms, simple drums and swaying bodies
create timeless bonds that neither distance nor time can break.
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humura, the pulsating folk dance of Kalahandi district in western Odisha, is a
magnificent expression of martial valor, agricultural celebration, and communal
unity. Named after the ‘Ghumura’—a massive drum that produces earth-
shaking resonance—this ancient dance form embodies the indomitable spirit

The Thunderous Heartbeat Of of Odisha’s tribal and rural communities. Recognized as the state’s defining folk dance

tradition, Ghumura’s powerful rhythms and dynamic movements have earned it reverence

Kalahandl ’S WaI'I'IOI' Spll'lt as the cultural heartbeat of southern and western Odisha.

Ghumura’s origins lie deep in the warrior traditions of Kalahandi, where it was performed
by tribal communities to celebrate victories, invoke divine blessings, and mark the
completion of harvests. The dance revolves around the Ghumura drum itself—a colossal
percussion instrument crafted from wood and animal hide, often weighing between 10 to 15
Rilograms. The drum’s thunderous beats, combined with the clash of cymbals and traditional
wind instruments, create an acoustic spectacle that reverberates across villages, symbolizing
the triumph of good over evil and the fertility of the land.

The dance is performed by groups of men who display remarkable physical prowess and
synchronization. Dancers don traditional attire—colorful headgear adorned with peacock
feathers, waist ornaments, and anRle bells—while wielding the massive Ghumura drums
strapped across their shoulders. Their movements are vigorous and athletic, featuring
acrobatic leaps, rapid spins, and intricate footwork that mirror the intensity of ancient
warfare. The choreography evolves from slow, deliberate rhythms to crescendos of frenetic
energy, captivating audiences with its raw power and collective coordination.

Ghumura transcends mere performance; it is a living chronicle of Kalahandi's social fabric
and agrarian lifestyle. Traditionally performed during festivals like NuaRhai (the harvest
testival), Dussehra, and Chaitra Parva, the dance brings entire communities together in
celebration. Villages compete to showcase the most impressive Ghumura troupes, fostering
healthy rivalry and preserving generational Rnowledge. The dance also plays a ceremonial
role during weddings, religious processions, and local deity worship, particularly in temples
dedicated to Goddess Samaleswari, Kalahandi's presiding deity.

In recent decades, Ghumura has transcended its rural origins to gain recognition on
national and international stages. Its inclusion in cultural festivals, Republic Day parades,
and tourism promotions has amplified awareness of Odisha’s rich folk traditions. The
Government of Odisha has championed Ghumura as a cultural ambassador, supporting
training initiatives and documentation efforts to ensure its preservation for future generations.
Despite modernization’s encroachment, village communities remain steadfast guardians of
this tradition, passing down techniques, rhythms, and rituals through oral instruction and
lived practice.

In its thunderous beats and warrior-like grace, Ghumura Dance encapsulates the
resilience, joy, and cultural pride of Odisha’s heartland. This magnificent folk tradition not
only celebrates the land’s bounty and heritage but also unites communities in a timeless
rhythm that echoes through generations—a true jewel in Odisha’s cultural crown.
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The Playful Romance of
Odisha’s Pastoral Traditions

ela Keluni, a captivating folk dance from the verdant landscapes of western Odisha,

is a delightful celebration of youthful romance, rural courtship, and the timeless

bond between nature and human emotion. This enchanting dance form, whose

name translates to “Kela” (boy) and “Keluni” (girl), depicts the playful interactions
between young lovers amidst the backdrop of agricultural life. With its graceful movements,
melodious folk songs, and vibrant expressions, Kela Keluni stands as a testament to Odisha’s
rich tradition of storytelling through dance.

Rooted in the agrarian communities of districts like Sambalpur, Bolangir, and Kalahandi,
Kela Keluni emerged as a cultural expression of the social dynamics within rural villages. The
dance traditionally unfolds during harvest festivals, community gatherings, and seasonal
celebrations, particularly after the arduous work of paddy cultivation concludes. It captures
the essence of village life where young men and women, despite societal norms and familial
oversight, find moments of innocent flirtation and emotional connection through dance
and song.

The performance features groups of young men and women who form separate lines or
semi-circles, engaging in a choreographed dialogue of movement and gesture. The dancers
wear traditional Odia attire—women adorned in colorful sarees with silver jewelry and
flowers in their hair, while men don dhotis and headgear reflecting rural aesthetics. The
dance unfolds through a series of teasing exchanges, where boys attempt to woo the girls
through expressive gestures, while the girls respond with coy movements, playful rejections,
and graceful twirls. The choreography mirrors the natural rhythm of courtship—advances
and retreats, questions and answers, all woven into a seamless narrative of budding romance.

Musical accompaniment plays a vital role in Kela Keluni’'s charm. Traditional instruments
like the dhol, mahuri, jhanj (cymbals), and harmonium create melodious compositions that
underscore the dance’s romantic theme. The Iyrics, sung in local dialects, often describe
the beauty of nature—blooming flowers, flowing rivers, and agricultural abundance—as
metaphors for love and attraction. These folk songs, passed down through generations,
carry the wisdom, humor, and emotional depth of rural Odisha’s collective consciousness.

Beyond its entertainment value, Kela Keluni serves as a cultural repository of social
customs and gender dynamics in traditional Odia society. The dance provided a sanctioned
space for young people to interact, express emotions, and explore relationships within the
tframework of community supervision. It reinforced values of respect, playfulness, and the
celebration of life’s simple joys while maintaining the boundaries of cultural propriety. Village
elders and families would gather to watch these performances, finding both amusement and
affirmation of their cultural identity.

In contemporary times, Kela Keluni has found renewed appreciation through cultural
festivals, folR dance competitions, and tourism initiatives showcasing Odisha’s diverse
artistic heritage. Educational institutions and cultural organizations have undertaken efforts
to document and teach this dance form to younger generations, ensuring its survival amid
rapid urbanization. The dance continues to be performed during major celebrations like
Raja Parba and local melas, where it evoRes nostalgia and connects modern audiences with
their pastoral roots.
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odi Sankha, a mesmerizing folk dance from the coastal regions of Odisha, is a profound
expression of devotional fervor, spiritual harmony, and the sacred traditions that bind
communities to their divine heritage. Named after the Jodi Sankha'—a pair of conch
shells played in unison—this distinctive dance form represents the confluence of

religious ritual and artistic performance. With its rhythmic sanctity and ceremonial grace,
The Sacred Symphony Of Jodi Sankha stands as a luminous testament to Odisha’s enduring temple culture and the
Devotion and Tradition

devotional arts that flourish within it.

Rooted in the temple traditions of coastal Odisha, particularly in districts [ike Puri, Cuttack,
and Ganjam, Jodi SankRha emerged as an integral component of religious ceremonies and
festivities. The dance finds its spiritual anchor in the worship of Lord Jagannath and other
deities, where the blowing of conch shells has been considered auspicious since ancient times.
The paired conch shells produce a divine resonance believed to purify the atmosphere, ward
off negative energies, and invoRe celestial blessings. This sacred sound forms the rhythmic
foundation upon which the dance’s choreography unfolds.

The performance is characterized by the central role of the Jodi Sankha players, who
skillfully blow the paired conch shells while executing synchronized movements. Dancers,
predominantly men, don traditional attire including white dhotis, colorful sashes, and
ornamental headgear that reflects temple aesthetics. The choreography combines devotional
gestures with rhythmic footwork, creating patterns that mirror the ritualistic ceremonies of
Odia temple worship. The dancers move in circular formations, their bodies swaying to the
undulating sound of the conch shells, punctuated by traditional percussion instruments like
the mardala, jhanj, and gini. The overall effect creates an immersive spiritual experience that
transports both performers and audiences into a realm of divine communion.

Musical and ritualistic elements are inseparable in Jodi Sankha Dance. The conch shells,
regarded as divine instruments in Hindu mythology, produce two distinct tones that harmonize
to create a celestial melody. This sonic signature is complemented by devotional songs in
QOdia, often drawn from the Gitagovinda and other sacred texts composed by medieval saint-
poets. The lyrics celebrate divine love, cosmic order, and the eternal relationship between
devotee and deity. The dance serves not merely as entertainment but as a form of moving
prayer, where every gesture carries symbolic meaning and every rhythm echoes spiritual
aspiration. Jodi Sankha Dance occupies a sacred space in Odisha’s festival calendar and
temple traditions. It is prominently performed during major religious occasions including
Rath Yatra, Durga Puja, Kartik Purnima, and various temple anniversaries across coastal
Odisha. The dance accompanies processions of deities, temple rituals, and community
celebrations where the divine presence is invoked and honored. Village communities and
temple committees preserve this tradition with reverence, ensuring that the techniques,
rhythms, and spiritual essence are transmitted to younger generations through dedicated
training and ritualistic practice.

In recent years, Jodi Sankha has gained recognition beyond temple precincts, finding
appreciation in cultural festivals, heritage showcases, and efforts to document Odisha’s
intangible cultural wealth. The Odisha Sangeet Natak Akademi and various cultural
organizations have supported initiatives to preserve this unique dance form, recognizing its
significance in the state’s devotional arts landscape. Despite the pressures of modernization,
coastal communities continue to uphold Jodi Sankha as a sacred obligation and cultural
identity, performing it with the same devotion that has characterized it for centuries.
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RAIJIV KUMAR

Chief Executive Officer -

vedanta aluminium

transforming for good

Rajiv Kumar is Chief Executive Officer of Vedanta Aluminium, India’s largest
producer of aluminium and amongst the top producers globally.

He is a seasoned industry leader with more than three decades of strategic and
operational expertise in the steel and mining sectors. He brings with him a wealth
of experience from Tata Steel, where he held several key leadership positions.

As CEO of Vedanta Aluminium, Rajiv is responsible for steering the business towards
sustainable growth and global competitiveness. He leads the overall strategy for
the aluminium business, including Vedanta’s ongoing demerger process, ensuring a
smooth transition and maximization of stakeholder value. His role encompasses the
development of strategic global alliances, driving innovation through digitalization
and advanced technologies, and strengthening the company’s ESG and marketing
initiatives.

Under his leadership, Vedanta Aluminium aims to emerge as a future-ready, high-
performance enterprise at the forefront of India's industrial and energy transition.

Rajiv holds a General Management Degree from INSEAD, France, and is a
Metallurgical Engineer from BIT Sindri.

Jewels of Odisha

126




Experience our

award-winning 1ICICI Bank

solutions Pl ate Bankifg

-

Banking Investments Business Family Wealth

Please step in for more information

Terms and Conditions of ICICI Bank as at www.icicibank.com and Terms and Conditions of third parties apply. The solutions and services are
delivered in-house or in association with our group companies/external business partners or are facilitated through our referral partners.




BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE - < vedanta
TOMORROW WITH ALUMINIUM,

THE METAL OF THE FUTURE

S aluminium

DESH KI ZAROORATON KE LIYE




